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Collaborative Project

• “In-between” religious phenomena

• Mixed communities, mixed practices

• Focus on practices more than beliefs 
- foregrounding social relations

• Individual and collective agency

• Not after religion for its own sake -ot a te e g o o ts o sa e
religion as a dimension of lived 
experience

“Jesus replaces Lenin in Russian society”



Practicalities
• 9 PIs from 6 countries conducting research across the Russian 
North from the Komi Republic to Chukotka

• Projects are individual, but linked through common research 
questions and methodologies

• 3 project workshops3 project workshops 
to foster collaboration 
by developing common 
research questions q
and methodologies

Workshop #1 in Tartu, Estonia
September 2006



Methodological Working Groups

Purpose: To enhance comparability 
across the collaboration without 
destroying the originality of thedestroying the originality of the 
individual projects

S r e of the “religio s• Survey of the “religious 
landscape” in each region

• Visual data - not just for 
documentation, but “doing 
theory visually”

• Inventory of discursive genres 
- looking for relationships 
between practices and 
representations



Discourses of Religions, 
Mentalities and Languages Mentalities and Languages 

in the Russian North

PI: Art Leete, University Tartu, Estonia
Researchers: Eva Toulouze Aimar VentselResearchers: Eva Toulouze, Aimar Ventsel
Junior Investigators: Laur Vallikivi, Liivo Niglas, Florian Siegl, 
Maur Mägi

Fieldsites: Komi Republic Khanty Mansiiskii AutonomousFieldsites: Komi Republic, Khanty-Mansiiskii Autonomous 
Region, Nenets Autonomous Region, Taimyr’, Sakha 
Republic 



•Prof. Art Leete
–Changes in Everyday Religious Practices of the Komis: Folk 
O th d d P ti f N R li i M tOrthodoxy and Perception of New Religious Movements

•Dr. Eva Toulouze
–From the Orthodox Missionaries (19th-20th  century) to Native 
Revitalisation: Use of Religion in Western SiberiaRevitalisation: Use of Religion in Western Siberia

•Dr Aimar Ventsel
–Revitalisation and Institutionalisation of Traditional Beliefs in the 
Sakha RepublicSakha Republic

•Laur Vallikivi
–The Conversion to Baptism of the Yamb-to  Nenets Reindeer 
Herders: Impact of Religious Change on Everyday Life Practices and p g g y y
Representations

•Florian Siegl
–The New Translations of the Bible in the Taimyr Peninsula: 
Li i ti Ch i S di I tLinguistic Choices, Spreading, Impact

•Kaur Mägi
–Changes in Worldview in the Forest Nenets Communities

Lii Ni l•Liivo Niglas
–Visual aspects in NEWREL







Creating Belongingness: 
Neotraditionalism in the 
Multi-Religious Russian 

NorthNorth

PI: Anna Leena Siikala Helsinki University FinlandPI: Anna-Leena Siikala, Helsinki University, Finland
Researcher: Arno Survo
Ph.D. Student: Karina Lukin
Co-Researchers: Oleg Ulyashev Irina Ilyina Vera SurvoCo Researchers: Oleg Ulyashev, Irina Ilyina, Vera Survo

Fieldsites: Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous Region, Nenets 
Autonomous Region, Komi Republic, Arkhangelskii Krai, 
Karelian RepublicKarelian Republic 



• Prof. Anna Leena Siikala
– The Khantys’ Religious Revival: Interaction of DifferentThe Khantys  Religious Revival: Interaction of Different 

Levels of Agency

• Karina Lukina
N t O l N ti R li i Th i th I l d f– Nenets Oral Narratives on Religious Themes in the Island of 
Kolgujev

• Arno Survo
– Sacred Places in North Western Russia (Karelia)



Kinship and Religious Praxis 
of Tungus Manchurian of Tungus-Manchurian 

Peoples

PI: Tatiana Bulgakova Institute of the Peoples of the NorthPI: Tatiana Bulgakova, Institute of the Peoples of the North, 
Herzen State Pedagogical University, St. Petersburg, Russia

Fieldsite: Khabarovskii Krai













New Religious Movements 
in Siberia: in Siberia: 

Contemporary Religious praxis and 
Cultural ChangeCultural Change

Pis: Alexander Panchenko, Sergei Shtyrkov (St. Petersburg, Russia)



N H l L dN H l L dNew Holy LandNew Holy Land



NEW HOLY LANDNEW HOLY LAND

The Holy Mountain

SettlementsSettlements of of 
Vissarion’s followersVissarion’s followers



i it l i lspiritual circle





New Religious Movements 
and Social Change in and Social Change in 

Situations of Contact

PI: Patrick Plattet 

University of Neuchâtel, Switzerlandy ,

Fieldsite: Kamchatskii Krai



New Religious Movements, g ,
Voluntarism and Social Mechanisms 

of Durability
David Koester, University of Alaska Fairbanks



Missionaries, Humanitarian Aid, Missionaries, Humanitarian Aid, 
and Accompanying Ideologies and Accompanying Ideologies 

in the Russian Far Eastin the Russian Far East

PI: Patty A. Gray, University of Alaska Fairbanks, USAPI: Patty A. Gray, University of Alaska Fairbanks, USAPI: Patty A. Gray, University of Alaska Fairbanks, USAPI: Patty A. Gray, University of Alaska Fairbanks, USA
Research Assistant: Alexandra AntohinResearch Assistant: Alexandra Antohin

Fieldsite: Magadan ProvinceFieldsite: Magadan Province


