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DoBeS objectives

• Dokumentation Bedrohter Sprachen

• Funded by Volkswagen Foundation 

• Started in 2000

• Funds teams of cross-disciplinary researchers to 

document endangered languages across the 

world



Volkswagen Foundation



DoBeS program structure

• In 2000 seven documentation teams and one 

archiving team piloted the program

• Since then several new teams are funded every 

year

• Teams are selected annually, to carry out 

documentation work within a 3-year time span 

• Up to now, 50 documentation projects have been 

funded, and calls for projects will continue until 

2011



DoBeS requirements

• To document languages in their cultural setting and 

present them in such a way that

– the information is useful for linguistics, anthropology, history, 

comparative literature, and other disciplines;

– the information can be understood without prior knowledge 

of the documented language;

– the information can be used for language maintenance and 

revitalization programs by the speech community.

 The language(s) must be endangered



DoBeS projects



DoBeS teams

• Teams are cross-disciplinary, consisting of one 

or more linguist, plus related disciplines, e.g. 

ethnomusicology, ethnobotany, anthropology, 

etc. 

• One member at least must be German



DoBeS Archiving
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Generations

of Users:

• field researchers

• other researchers

• communities

• students

• teachers/pupils

• journalists

• general public?

• …

Salar/Monguor

Aweti

Kuikuro 

Teop 

Tofa

Trumai 

Wichita 

Waima’a

Svan 

Lacandon 

Chaco Lang

Uru-Chipaya

MPI Team

VolkswagenFoundation Team

Archiving Team

new teams 

total 44

DoBeS Archiving - for whom?

C:/projects/dobes/training-workshops/training-may-2006/training mai 2002/material/state-talk2.ppt
C:/projects/dobes/training-workshops/training-may-2006/training mai 2002/material/state-talk2.ppt


Backing up the data







must guarantee persistence and  

accessibility of data via the web



Towards a common research 

infrastructure







• DELAMAN
• CLARIN



Enriched data #1







Multimedia Lexicon

Typed Relations 

(within the Lexicon)

Photos

Video Clips

Described 

Corpus

Annotated Media



Enriched data #2



Support for teams

• Yearly workshops including training

• Steering board

• Advisory boards

• Code of Conduct



Public access to DoBeS data

• (1) Open Resources

• (2) Restricted Open Resources 

• (3) Protected Resources 

• (4) Closed Resources


