
The Origin of Man, Language and Languages (OMLL) 
European Science Foundation Eurocores Programme 

 
Workshop: "Phylogeny and Ontogeny of Human Communication" 

 
- From primates to humans: what evolution says on communication 
- Action, imitation and communication development in infants 
- Genes and language evolution 
 
Dates and location: Ferrara, Italy, 2-4 June 2005, Sala dell'Arengo, Piazza Municipale. 
 
 
 
Program:
 
2 June, Thursday 
14h15 Introduction and welcoming 

• Genes and Language Evolution 
14h30 Barbujani (Ferrara, OMLL): How are genomic and linguistic changes related? (web page)
15h15 Fisher (Oxford): Language and FoxP2 gene. (web page)
16h00 Discussants: van der Veen and Moral 
16h30 Coffee break 

• Action, Imitation and Communication Development 
17h00 von Hofsten (Uppsala): Goals and predictivity in infants. (web page)
17h45 Pallier (Paris): The critical period for language acquisition. (web page)
18h30 Discussants: Rizzolatti and Volterra 
20h00 Dinner 
 
3 June Friday 

• From Primates to Humans: what Evolution says on Communication 
9h00 Rizzolatti (Parma, OMLL): Mirror neurons and the evolution of language. (web page)
9h45 Slocombe (St. Andrews, OMLL): Communication in primates. (web page)
10h30 Discussants: Mehler and Schwartz 

11h10 Coffee break 
• Action, Imitation and Communication Development  

11h30 Nadel (Paris): Imitation in infants. (web page)
12h15 Gergely (Budapest): What do infants imitate? (web page)
13h00 Mehler (Trieste, OMLL): Language in newborns? (web page)

Lunch break 
15h00 Discussants: Fadiga and Gallese 

• From Primates to Humans: what Evolution says on Communication  
15h30 Hari (Helsinki): The role of the inferior frontal gyrus in imitation and communication. (web page)
16h15 Wolfensteller (Leipzig): Cognitive functions of human premotor cortex. (web page)

17h00 coffee break 
17h30 Fadiga (Ferrara, OMLL): The mirror-neuron system in humans. (web page)
18h15 Discussants: Nazzi, Barbujani and Schwartz 
20H00 Conference Dinner 
 
4 June Saturday 

• Genes and Language Evolution  
9h00 Muysken and Veenstra (Leiden/Berlin): Creolization. (web page)
9h45 De Knijff (Leiden): The Himalayan paradigm. (web page)
10h30 Discussants: Nespor, Vigne and Laka 

11h10 Coffee break 
• From Primates to Humans: what Evolution says on Communication  

11h30 Amunts (Juelich): Human language cortical areas. (web page)
12h15 Visalberghi (Rome): Imitation in monkeys? (web page)
13h00 Discussants: Slocombe and van der Veen 

Lunch break 

http://web.unife.it/progetti/genetica/Guido/Guido_Int.html
http://www.well.ox.ac.uk/~simon/Homepage.shtml
http://www.psyk.uu.se/eng/research/projects.html
http://www.pallier.org/
http://www.unipr.it/arpa/mirror/english/staff/rizzolat.htm
http://psy.st-andrews.ac.uk/people/lect/kz3.shtml
http://www.ccr.jussieu.fr/nadel/overview.htm
http://www.mtapi.hu/gergely/index.htm
http://www.sissa.it/cns/lcd/jacques.htm
http://boojum.hut.fi/personnel/BRAIN/hari.html
http://www.cogneurosociety.org/content/UtaWolfensteller
http://www.unife.it/neurolab
http://www.onderzoekinformatie.nl/en/oi/nod/onderzoekers/spinozapremie1998/PRS1235951/
http://www.onderzoekinformatie.nl/en/oi/nod/onderzoeker/PRS1297319
http://www.ukaachen.de/go/show?ID=4375168&DV=0&COMP=person&NAVID=3002844&NAVDV=0
http://www.istc.cnr.it/createhtml.php?nbr=28


• Action, Imitation and Communication Development  
15h00 Goldin Meadow (Chicago): Non verbal communication. (web page)
15h45 Volterra (Rome, OMLL): Actions, gestures and words in infancy: old and new evidence. (web page)
16h30 Nespor (Ferrara, OMLL): Differential acquisition of lexicon and grammar. (web page)

17h15 coffee break 
17h45 Savage-Rumbaugh (Atlanta): Do other animals speak? (web page)
18h30 Discussants: Barbujani and Gallese 
19h00 Conclusion 
20H00 Dinner 
 
 

http://psychology.uchicago.edu/socpsych/faculty/meadow.html
http://www.istc.cnr.it/createhtml.php?nbr=40
http://web.unife.it/utenti/marina.nespor/
http://www.greatapetrust.org/research/srumbaugh/rumbaugh.php
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