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Polynesian Visual Arts: meanings and
histories in Pacific and European cultural
contexts

AHRC research grant award
Amount: £220,897
Duration: 3 years
University of East Anglia

A unigue project bringing together objects
and documents from the 1760s to the mid
19t century - a time of tremendous
change for indigenous Polynesian

communities.
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Outputs:

Book, journal articles, conferences, workshops
School visits and workshops for children

Exhibitions:

Pacific Encounters: art and divinity in Polynesia
1760-1860 - Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts
(SCVA), 2006 - 21,000 visitors

Power and Taboo: Sacred Objects from the Pacific

British Museum , September 2006 - January 200
- 120,000 visitors
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Standard economics approaches

Considerations: Counterfactual; Deadweight;
Displacement

Visitor data from tickets and questionnaires to
establish visitor profile, W-T-P

UK tourism statistics

Multipliers
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Exhibition Statistics: SCVA (postcode origins)
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Exhibition Statistics: SCVA - gross expenditure

Distance travelled to SCVA Humber of trips from

Total gross visitor spend
(£'s)

to attend Pacific visitors from these
Encounters distances

) . Based on 2004 UK Visitor Survey
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Exhibition Statistics: SCVA - deadweight
and displacement

-Extent to which the research project would have
proceeded without AHRC funding

-Extent to which a different exhibition would
generate similar visitor effects

-Extent to which visitors travelled to the region fo
reasons other than attending the exhibition
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Exhibition Statistics: SCVA - additionality
(deadweight and displacement)

Distance from
SCVA (miles)

0-20 miles

100-999 miles

IVerseas L1685, 756
TOTAL £1,889.103
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Exhibition Statistics: British Museum -
gross expenditure
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Exhibition Statistics: British Museum -
deadweight and displacement

- Extent to which the research project would have
proceeded without AHRC funding

- Extent to which a different exhibition would
generate similar visitor effects

- Extent to which visitors travelled to the region for
reasons other than attending the exhibition
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Exhibition Statistics: Multiplier Effects

..research funding Secondary
leads to... impac multiplier effect

expenditure of
research team
Supplier and
employment
multiplier (Type 1)

Demand for goods
and services in
regional economy

Income multiplier
(Type 1)
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Economic Impact

I R
I

TOTAL NET ECONOMIC IMPACT
Multiplier value

TOTAL IMPACTS £269,093 £3.903,246 £5,064.595
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Total Economic Impact:

Visitor expenditure
Multipliers

£270k Norwich economy
£3.9m on London economy

£8.1m on UK economy
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Bowl with two figure supports. Hawaiian Islands, Mid-late eighteenth century.
Wood, pearl shell, boar’s tusks.

The British Museum, HAW 46, collected by Captain Charles Clerke in 1778
during Captain Cook’s third voyage.

© The British Museum, London (courtesy of the Trustees of the British Museum).



Neck pendant. New Zealand/Aotearoa. Late eighteenth/early nineteenth
centuries. Nephrite, flax, haliotis shell.

The British Museum, LMS 141, from the collection of the London
Missionary Society.

© The British Museum, London (courtesy of the Trustees of the British
Museum)
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Limitations:

Resource intensive

Data requirements
Relies upon informed assumptions

Wider benefits not captured



