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Outline 

• Process of meta-data collection 

 

• Current facts and figures  

 

• Demonstration of MERIL portal (beta-version) 

- display and search features (front-end) 

- how to enter and update RI metadata (back-end) 

 

• Further completion and development 
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1. Quality 

- assessment by funding organisation  meet acceptable quality 
 standards.   

For a database  

- data should easily and consistently retrievable, 

- appropriate metadata to enable the data to be analysed, compared  
 and re-used,  

- use harmonised standards with other equivalent centres. 

 

2. Access 

- clear and public rules and procedures 

- access based on an assessment of the quality when limited 
 resource  
- significant time must be available for outside users 
 

3. Management 

-             single entry point for the RI  

-             support arrangements for Science Users; 

- procedures for the management of data. 

- funding approved for a period sufficient to deliver the type of access 
 typical for that class of facility. For new projects, initial funding for 
 construction and a clear timetable for the opening of research services. 
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Process of meta-data collection 
Checking “more than national relevance” 



RIs checked for  

“more than national relevance”  

(quality, access, management) 

by data-intermediaries 
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Process of meta-data collection 
Country 
AUSTRIA 
BELGIUM 
BULGARIA 
CROATIA 
CYPRUS 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
DENMARK 
ESTONIA 
FINLAND 
FRANCE 
GERMANY 
GREECE 
HUNGARY 
ICELAND 
IRELAND 
ITALY 
LATVIA 
LITHUANIA 
LUXEMBOURG 
MALTA 
NETHERLANDS 
NORWAY 
POLAND 
PORTUGAL 
ROMANIIA 
SLOVAKIA 
SLOVENIA 
SPAIN 
SWEDEN 
SWITZERLAND 
TURKEY 

UK 



 

Current status: 

1252 RIs from national lists;  
 
total estimation about 1500 including main missing 
countries 

 

Requests sent out for full data in June-July; deadline 1 
November 

 

Received so far: 

About 200 rather complete 
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Current facts and figures  



Process of meta-data collection 
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Current facts and figures  
Number of RIs allocated to Scientific Domains 



 

Demo 
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MERIL portal beta-version 

 

http://portal.meril.eu/converisesf/publicweb/startpage
http://portal.meril.eu/converisesf/publicweb/startpage
http://portal.meril.eu/converisesf/publicweb/startpage


Reports – List page 
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List short descriptions 

Statistics 



To do list: Data 

- Clean RI metadata  (duplications; among others 
national nodes of ESFRI projects) 
 

- Remind data-intermediaries of missing countries 
 

- Data intermediaries should double-check their national 
list on “more than national relevance” 
 

- Remind RI operators  MERIL team 
        National data intermediaries 
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Further completion and development 

 



To do list: search features 

 

- External search 
 

- Visualisation of external searched data  
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Further completion and development 
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Search engine (dynamically) set up on 
RI websites relevant to the filters 

Search field and results to be 
integrated in MERIL List page 

External search 
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MERIL as a connected e-infrastructure: 

• MERIL = Hub in a distributed information system, starting with the RI websites 

• Potential other nodes = EuroRIs-net+, PAERIP, REIsearch, REDIC, public-

private clusters inventories... 
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RI Knowledge Repository 

RI NCPs 

RI WebSites 

RI directory 

EuroRIs-net+: European Network of National Contact Points for RIs 

PAERIP: Promoting African – European Research Infrastructure Partnerships 

REIsearch: Research Excellence Innovation Network 

REDIC: Research Equipment Database in CERIF 

RI Inventory 

Researchers 

Gateway to Life Science  
Capacities in Europe 

Further completion and development 

 



Development 2012 

 

- MERIL portal; ambition to have 80% by January 2013 
 

- Survey 2012; written analysis of RIs of more than 
national relevance 
 

Development 2013 

 

- Maintenance and user support  
 

- Continuous update and new entries 
 

- Monitoring of usage 
 

- New activity lines  
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Further completion and development 

 



- National data intermediaries 
 

- RI operators 
 

- MERIL Steering Committee 
 

- Current MERIL team 
Valerie Brasse, Fred Guillon (IS/IT staff) 
Sila Ocalan, Julien Rodrigues (data gathering/ import) 
Catherine Lobstein (Administrator)  
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Thank you for your attention! 
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Demo display- and search-features 

(front-end) 
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P10 Search lists: reduce RI Category list + Search filters to be "idiot proof" 
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P2 RSS feed 

P11 Numbers by filters 

P18 Graphical design… (font sizes revised) 

P13 Date of (data) update 

  

 
Demo RI List page 
 



 RI Detail page 
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P13 Date of (data) update 



Demo Back-office; Access rights 
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P3-P5 Access rights 



 Access Rights;  Back- office 
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RI Coordinator 

 access to an authorised 
RI for edition 

 Text fields, drop-down 
lists… 

 



 Access Rights - Back-office 
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RI edition: 

 Linked entities for 
creation and 
addition 

 Research services, 
Equipments… 

 Funding 
Programmes 

RI edition: 

 Linked entities for selection only 

 Scientific Domains, RI Categories, 
Grand Challenges, Organisations… 



 Reports - List page 
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Part of P7 Report 



3. WP7: M2 / Reports – List page 
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List short descriptions 

Statistics 



3. WP7: M2 / Geomap - List page 
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Reports & Geomap – Detail page 
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Part of P8 Geomaps with OpenStreetMap 

Part of P7 Report 

Detailed description 



Advanced search 
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P9 Advanced Search: Question mark bringing to FAQ 



Sorting by country, by type 

"Latest additions" widget 
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