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Summary 

 

The European LeukemiaNet is an EU - initiated research network of excellence with the aims to 

integrate leukemia research across Europe, to improve the management of leukemia, spread excellence 

globally and expand knowledge.  

The 11th Annual Symposium of the European LeukemiaNet (ELN) was held on February 4 to 5, 2014 

in Mannheim, Germany. The ELN Network management center (NMC) organized the scientific 

programme and provided the operational and organizational infrastructure of the symposium and 

workpackage (WP) meetings. This includes the scientific program, meeting facilities, catering, 

accommodations and reimbursement of travel costs. It was a major goal and challenge to get the 

members of all ELN workpackages face-to-face together. In total, more than 496 participants from 37 

countries attended the Symposium including three invited keynote speakers from China and the US. 

The programme was available for download on the ELN homepage. Traditionally this event is 

combined with the Annual Symposium of the German Competence Network on Leukemia (KNL), 

which directly follows the ELN Symposium and in 2014 already took place for the 15th time. 

 

The 11th Annual Symposium of the European LeukemiaNet was supported with grants from the 

European Science Foundation, the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, the ELN-Foundation and 

synergies with KNL. The ELN is grateful for the support. 

 

Scientific content of and discussion at the Symposium 

 

On the first day (4.2.2014), all ELN-Workpackages had their meetings. Challenges and new directions 

in leukemia and related disease entities were highlighted during the workpackage meeting in three 
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consecutive sessions. Each WP reported on the different projects and discussed future objectives of the 

group for the coming year.  

 

 

Session I (11:30 – 13:30) WP4, WP7, WP8 

WP4 (chronic myeloid leukemia (CML)) and WP17 (registry) promoted the spread of statistical 

standards by forming an ELN statistics committee and providing teaching/workshops on statistics. 

Progress of the EURO-SKI study was presented. The Russian and Italian registries of pregnancies 

during CML summarized their current results. The application for HORIZON2020 was discussed and 

the EURO-SKI study was chosen to supply for a grant. The session closed with the discussion of a 

new pharmaco-economics study in CML. Background of this study is the loss of patent exclusivity of 

imatinib in 2017.  

WP7 (chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL/ ERIC)) reported on their activities during 2013. The 

ERIC Novel Mutation project was presented as well as new approaches with MRD harmonisation by 

flow cytometry. The ERIC p53 group presented their ongoing accreditation in TP53 mutation analysis. 

WP8 (myelodysplastic syndromes (MDS)) presented the progresses in the ELN EU‐MDS registry 

project, for instance the implementation of IPSS-R, the impact of ESA and of iron chelation. The 

results of the 6th ELN workshop of flow cytometry in MDS were reported. The trial platform: 

EMSCO gave an overview and planned trial(s) were discussed. Progress of guidelines for allogeneic 

SCT in MDS was presented. 

Session II (15:00 – 17:00) 

WP5 (acute myeloid leukemia (AML)) together with WP17 (registry) presented a new study on AML 

patients around 60 and dose response, with high-dose AraC given in younger and older patients. An 

update of the Volasertib AML study was given, a phase II trial on adult patients with previously 

untreated AML, ineligible for intensive therapy. A comparative analysis of different post-/remission 

treatment strategies in younger adults with AML exhibiting an intermediate-risk karyotype and a triple 

negative genotype were given by the ELN/EBMT group. A proposal of a position paper on biometrical 

methods addressing the time to treatment bias in analyses comparing conventional chemotherapy with 

blood stem cell transplantation was presented. Furthermore the group discussed the prevalence and the 

clinical characteristics of APL. Two additional reports dealt with molecular MRD and flow cytometric 

MRD in AML. 

WP6 (European working group for ALL (EWALL)) discussed the prognostic impact of recurrent gene 

deletions in patients with Philadelphia positive ALL transplanted in complete first remission. The 
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preclinical results of the treatment with PF-114, a highly selective ABL-directed kinase inhibitor, were 

presented as well as an update of the IRON II study. 

A lecture on CALR mutations was given in WP9 (chronic myeloproliferative diseases, CMPD) to 

stimulate new clinical research questions. New ELN treatment recommendations for myelofibrosis 

based on bone marrow features in patients with myelofibrosis were presented and discussed. The 

routes to the development of new drug therapies in MPNs were described. An update on the clinical 

and register studies was given.  

Session III (17:30 – 19:30) 

WP10 (diagnostics) and WP12 (minimal residual disease) had a joint meeting and reported on cell 

cycle, IDH1/2 mutations. WP10 gave an update on the morphology faculty with 23 members from 18 

countries started in 2013. A roundtable about accreditation in flow cytometry followed. WP12 had 

two presentations dealing with the NPM1 mutants. WP11 (cytogenetics) and WP13 (Next generation 

sequencing) also organized a joint meeting, starting with a presentation on the evolution of monosomy 

7 in myeloid malignancies and the question when the loss of the Y-chromosome is clonal and when 

not. Reports on the studies regarding next generation sequencing in MDS followed. In their separate 

session WP11 discussed the karyotypic complexity in AML and the question whether in ALL the high 

TP53 mutation frequency is a specific clinical entity. Further topics were the balance condition of the 

karyotypes in CML and the determination of chromosome banding resolution in tumor cytogenetics. 

In the end a possible proposal for HORIZON2020 was discussed. 

WP13 had a presentation dealing with the analysis of histone ChIP-Seq and new mutations in JAK2 

and CRLF2. Further discussions were about the usage of NGS regarding the diagnostic in CLL and 

MDS.  

WP14 (stem cell transplantation) gave an overview on projects concerning the topic HCT vs CT 

randomized study in elderly patients with AML, and the conditioning regime before transplantation in 

MDS (RICMAC) study. Information on the Worldwide Network for Blood and Marrow 

Transplantation (WBMT ) were given. The Auto/RIC-allo versus Auto in Myeloma NMAM2000 

study was presented with information about the role of CR. A further topic was the prospective non-

interventional study on allogeneic hematopoietic stem cell transplantation in T-prolymphocytic 

leukemia (T-PLL). In the end the recommendation for allogeneic and autologous stem cell 

transplantation in T-PLL, a EBMT/ERIC proposal, was discussed. 

ECIL  (European Conference on Infections in Leukemia) a joint effort by the ELN, EBMT, EORTC 

and ICHS gave an update on their work with the topics of management of viral hepatitis, 

pneumocystis jirovecii infections, antifungal prophylaxis including recommendations. 
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The joint ELN/ESF-ELN Steering Committee Meeting (20:30 – 22:30) followed in the evening on 

the first day (by invitation only, separate protocol). 

 

On the second day (5.2.2014), each workpackage summarized results in a plenary session (8:00 – 

10:00).  

 

The scientific symposium started with the presentations of two ELN Merit Awards to PD Dr. Susanne 

Saußele (Mannheim) and Dr. Nicola Gökbuget (Frankfurt).   

 

Seven keynote lectures followed with invited speakers from Europe, USA and China. M. Baccarani 

from Bologna, Italy, reported on the new management recommendations for CML: the balance 

between practice and research. C. H. Pui from Memphis, USA, gave a lecture on recent advances in 

ALL. Z. Zheng and W. Chen from Peking, China, gave overviews on Leukemia in children and adults 

in China. D. Grimwade from London, UK, reported on standardization of molecular APL-monitoring. 

F. Lo-Coco from Rome, Italy, introduced new standards of cure of APL and D. Hoelzer from 

Frankfurt, Germany, gave a lecture in MRD-directed treatment of ALL.  

 

The ELN General Assembly approved eleven new institutions, so that to date 204 institutions 

participate from 40 countries. There was one new country (Kyrgyzstan).  

 

The tenth information letter was prepared for the symposium in 2014, highlighting the current 

progress on projects and listing studies and upcoming meetings. It fosters cooperation amongst 

network members and informs the public on current topics in leukemia. 

 

Assessment of results and impact of the Symposium on the future direction of the field 

 

The 11th Annual Symposium highlighted upfront European research in leukemia, also reaching out to 

other continents like the US and Asia. Leukemia is a rare disease and European clinical trials are 

important to gain a broad patient collective, to discuss and compare results and offer optimal treatment 

for patients. European harmonisation efforts are of major importance for progress in leukemias 

worldwide. Important activities include consensus decisions in clinical study endpoints, the set up of 

patient registries for all leukemias, common standardisation procedures and classification systems in 
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diagnosis and follow up (molecular monitoring, cytogenetics, minimal residual disease assessment), 

but also harmonisation in data evaluation and reporting. Cooperative research is the only way to cure 

leukemia.  

The ELN offers innovative ideas and internationally recognized research. The ELN integrates a large 

portfolio of new disease markers, novel targets, drugs, drug-combinations and dose-optimisation 

studies, vaccination approaches and next generation high-throughput technologies developed in a 

harmonised setting of European collaborations. All WPs and projects are the basis for high quality 

research, essential for European excellence in the field of leukemia research and cure of leukemia. 

This impacts patients, health care economics and society and results in faster implementation of best 

treatment options for all patients across Europe and beyond.  

 

 

Full list of speakers and participants 
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