
	  

	  

Proposed	  project	  work	  
	  
	   As	  we	  discussed	  in	  more	  detail	  in	  our	  full	  proposal,	  our	  travel	  grant	  deals	  
experimentally	  with	  the	  cognitive	  processes	  that	  underlie	  the	  paradigm	  cases	  of	  lexical	  
enrichment	  that	  have	  been	  distinguished	  in	  the	  relevant	  literature	  (Wilson	  &	  Carston	  2007).	  
We	  have	  already	  completed	  a	  second	  round	  of	  experiments	  in	  which	  we	  cross-‐examined	  
activation	  versus	  suppression	  mechanisms	  of	  irrelevant	  and	  relevant	  features	  for	  
metaphorical	  interpretations	  and	  have	  found	  some	  interesting	  results	  which	  Tomlinson	  has	  
just	  presented	  as	  a	  poster	  at	  the	  25th	  annual	  CUNY	  Conference	  on	  Human	  Sentence	  
Processing	  in	  New	  York.	  Against	  this	  background,	  the	  purpose	  of	  the	  4th	  visit	  (of	  Tomlinson	  
to	  Assimakopoulos	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Malta)	  will	  be	  threefold:	  (a)	  to	  finalise	  the	  analysis	  of	  
the	  statistical	  data	  we	  already	  have,	  and	  (b)	  discuss	  results	  of	  two	  recent	  experiments	  and	  
plan	  a	  follow-‐up	  experiment	  and	  (c)	  to	  start	  preparing	  the	  various	  manuscripts	  for	  
publication	  in	  various	  international	  outlets.	  Notably,	  we	  are	  conducing	  experiments	  that	  
have	  binded	  our	  mousetracking	  paradigm	  with	  the	  lexical	  priming	  one	  used	  by	  Rubio	  
Fernandez	  (2007,2008)	  through	  the	  use	  of	  pictures.	  Comparing	  the	  mechanisms	  of	  activation	  
and	  suppression,	  initial	  results	  suggest	  that	  context	  doesn’t	  increase	  the	  activation	  of	  non-‐
salient,	  albeit	  relevant	  features	  for	  the	  figurative	  interpretation	  of	  the	  metaphor,	  rather	  
context	  seems	  to	  suppress	  salient,	  metaphor	  irrelevant	  features.	  One	  goal	  of	  our	  visit	  is	  to	  
examine	  whether	  longer	  and	  stronger	  contexts	  had	  any	  differential	  effects	  on	  suppression	  
versus	  activation	  mechanisms	  and	  discuss,	  and	  potentially	  plan,	  a	  third	  and	  final	  study	  using	  
longer	  contexts,	  entire	  paragraph	  or	  even	  video	  contexts,	  to	  see	  if	  non-‐salient	  relevant	  
features	  can	  be	  activated	  by	  the	  right	  context.	  	  
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•	  June	  2009:	  PhD	  in	  Psychology,	  University	  of	  California	  at	  Santa	  Cruz	  
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RELEVANT	  WORK	  EXPERIENCE	  
•	  October	  2010	  to	  date:	  Postdoctoral	  Research	  Associate.	  Caridff	  University.	  	  	  
•	  Sept	  2009	  to	  Sept	  2010:	  Postdoctoral	  Research	  Associate.	  Stanford	  University	  
•	  2008	  to	  2009:	  Course	  lecturer,	  University	  of	  California	  at	  Santa	  Cruz.	  
•	  2004	  to	  2008:	  Teaching	  Assistant	  ,	  University	  of	  California	  at	  Santa	  Cruz.	  
	  
	  	  


