
 
 
 
REPORT NFO12 
 
The 12th edition of the International Conference on Near-Field Optics, 
Nanophotonics and related techniques NFO-12, took place at Kursaal 
Conference Center in Donostia – San Sebastián, Spain, from September 2 
to 7 of 2012, organised by Donostia International Physics Center DIPC 
and the Center for Nanoscience and Nanotechnology of the Basque 
Country nanoGUNE.  
  
The attendance to the conference was 424 attendees, coming from the 
following countries: 
 
Germany  71 persons 
Spain  71 persons 
France  48 persons 
United States  35 persons 
Japan  31 persons 
United Kingdom 25 persons 
The Netherlands 14 persons 
Italy  13 persons 
Denmark  11 persons 
Sweden  11 persons  
Check republic 10 persons 
China  9 persons 
South Korea  9 persons 
Austria  8 persons 
Switzerland  8 persons 
Russia  8 persons 
Finland  5 persons 
Israel  5 persons 
Taiwan  5 persons 
Poland  4 persons 
Ucraine  4 persons 
Belgium  3 persons 
Brasil  3 persons 
Mexico  3 persons 
Ireland  2 persons 
Singapore  2 persons 
Australia  2 persons   
Island  1 person 
Turkey  1 person 
Argentina  1 person 



 
New Zeland  1 person 
 
 
 
A total of 112 oral contributions were presented in oral sessions. There 
were 290 poster contributions presented in the three poster sessions in the 
evenings, and 37 invited talks were given in the beginning of each topic 
session. 
 
A company exhibition also took place in the venue of the conference 
during the whole conference that joined companies devoted to 
nanophotonics and optics. 9 companies joined this exhibition with 
stands. 
 
The first day of the conference a school took place at the Center for 
Nanoscience and Nanotechnology of the Basque Country, nanoGUNE. 
115 attendees attended this school (mainly PhD students in Physics and 
postdoctoral researchers). 5 invited lecturers gave lectures during the 
whole day about Optical forces, Quantum Optics, Near-field Optics, and 
Non-linear optics. 
 
On the last day of the conference, a special session devoted to 
bionanophotonics took place at Kursaal Conference Center as part of 
the activities of NFO12, with more than 200 people attending the event. 
All this information is summarized in the conference web page: 
 
 http://www.nfo12.org/en/home  
 
 
 
The conference program covered many different aspects of 
Nanooptics. The full program of the oral sessions is displayed in the 
following page: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nfo12.org/en/home�


 
 
Full program of NFO12. Details of the program at http://www.nfo12.org  
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A professional company, LANKOR,  has taken care of the secretariat of 
the conference. This has allowed the conference chairs, Javier Aizpurua 
and Rainer Hillenbrand to be able to focus on the program obtaining a 
state-of-the art set of speakers and attendees. 
The company LANKOR, settled in Donostia-San Sebastián took care of 
the registration fees, web-design and maintenance, and all issues 
regarding attendees’ needs and requirements, including support for 
accommodation and traveling issues. 
 

 
 
 
 
The conference was covered by a professional communication 
company that took care of disseminating the information about the 
conference and the ESF sponsorship in the media. 
 



 
 
 
 
After the conference, a satellite meeting was organised jointly with the 
Center for Photonic Sciences (ICFO) in Castelldefels, Barcelona. Three 
invited speakers and some resources were shared between both 
conferences: 
 
 

 
 
 
According to the level of attendance (more than in any other edition of 
NFO conference), the quality of the program (state-of-the-art topics 
covered), the satisfaction from the attendees (social program and 
scientific interest), and the spirit of the conference (feedback from 
attendees), this edition of NFO-12 has been a complete success.  
 


