
Highlights  
from ESF



The European Science Foundation (ESF) was established in 1974 to create a common European platform for 
cross-border cooperation in all aspects of scientific research. 
With its emphasis on a multidisciplinary and pan-European approach, the Foundation provides the leadership 
necessary to open new frontiers in European science.
Its activities include providing science policy advice (Science Strategy); stimulating cooperation between 
researchers and organisations to explore new directions (Science Synergy); and the administration of externally 
funded programmes (Science Management). These take place in the following areas: Physical and engineering 
sciences; Medical sciences; Life, earth and environmental sciences; Humanities; Social sciences; Polar; Marine; 
Space; Radio astronomy frequencies; Nuclear physics.
Headquartered in Strasbourg with offices in Brussels, the ESF’s membership comprises 75 national funding 
agencies, research performing agencies and academies from 30 European countries.
The Foundation’s independence allows the ESF to objectively represent the priorities of all these members.
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STANDING COMMITTEE

European Medical 
Research Councils

The mission of the European Medical Research Councils (EMRC) is to promote innovative 
medical research and its clinical application towards improved human health. EMRC 
offers authoritative strategic advice for science policy making, research management, 
ethics, and better health services. In its activities, EMRC serves as a voice of its Member 
Organisations and the European scientifi c community. EMRC disseminates knowledge 
and promotes the socio-economic value of medical research to the general public and 
the decision makers.

www.esf.org/emrc

EuroSTELLS
In the future, stem cell-based ther-
apies may help repair damage tis-
sue. Before then, it is necessary to 
decipher the epigenetic signals that 
give stem cells their unique ability to 
self-renew and transform into differ-
ent cell types.

Launch of the 
Forward Look on 
‘Investigator Driven 
Clinical Trials’
Pan-European collaboration is im-
portant for many clinical trials and 
essential for trials that are investi-
gating treatments for rare diseases. 
EMRC is launching a review of how 
best to implement clinical trials that 
are initiated by investigators. This 
forward look will draw upon the ex-
periences of the two trials that are 
underway in the ECT programme.
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EMRC Strategy
The 2007 White Paper from The European Medical Research Councils 
‘Present Status and Future Strategy for Medical Research in Europe’ aims 
to strengthen and improve European medical research, which in turn will 
result in better healthcare and improved human welfare. The EMRC has 
an important role in the future development of medical research in Europe 
and it invites debate and action to bring its proposals to fruition.

Recommendations for strengthening medical research in Europe:

medical research

Organisations

within the next 10 years

EMRC Chair: Professor Liselotte Højgaard
EMRC Head of Unit:
Email: emrc@esf.org

Pan-European 
Clinical Trials (ECT)
EMRC is coordinating two trials in 
rare diseases currently in the recruit-
ment phase.

Highlights

Fibrous dysplasia of the femur before and 
after a 4-years bisphophonates treatment, 
and histological section.

‘Osteosarcoma of the left knee visualized 
by Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI), 
and histological section’.
Courtesy Prof. S. Bielack

Publications

SETTING SCIENCE AGENDAS FOR EUROPE

EMRC WHITE PAPER

Present Status and Future  
Strategy for Medical Research  
in Europe

www.esf.org

Authors: 
Prof. Håkan Billig, SRC, Sweden; Prof. Colin Blakemore, MRC, UK; Prof. Roger Bouillon, 
FWO, Belgium; Prof. Christian Bréchot, Inserm, France; Prof. Arturo Brunetti, CNR, Italy; 
Prof. Agnès Gruart, MEC, Spain; Prof. Liselotte Højgaard, Rigshospitalet, Denmark & EMRC, 
France; Dr. Carole Moquin-Pattey, EMRC, France; Dr. Tony Peatfield, MRC, UK; Prof. Martin 
Röllinghoff, DFG, Germany; Prof. Jürgen Schölmerich, Regensburg Univ. & DFG, Germany; 
Dr. Michael Stolpe, Kiel Institute for the World Economy, Germany; Prof. Eero Vasar, EAS, 
Estonia.

Medical Imaging 
for Improved Patient 
Care
Medical imaging plays a role of ever 
increasing importance at all levels 
of the healthcare system. EMRC en-
gaged in a Science Policy Brie� ng 
to strengthen Europe’s position in 
this truly global scienti� c � eld.

Events
Nanomedicine
The Forward Look ‘Nanomedicine’ 
identi� ed a need for truly interdiscipli-
nary pan-European training to facili-
tate the rapid and safe development 
of novel nanotechnology-based tools 
having the potential to improve the 
diagnosis and treatment of disease. 
The 1st Summer School in Nanom-
edicine took place 10-15 June 2007 
in Cardiff University (UK).

Cell Signalling 
and Differentiation 
in Regenerative 
Medicine
EuroSTELLS co-sponsored the re-
cent Spring School on Regenerative 
Medicine held on 14-25 May 2007 
in Oslo (NO), which consisted of a 
symposium on ‘Cell Signaling and 

erative Medicine’, and a practical 
course on ‘Culture and Transplan-
tation of Neural Stem Cells’.

The International 
Regulation of New 
Medical Technology
‘Learning from international expe-
rience with the regulation of new 
medical technology’ was the theme 
of the 2nd ESF-IfW Conference on 
the Global Health Economy that took 
place on 7-10 May 2007 in Salzau 

l (France)
n (France)

i (Poland)

EURYI 2007

Euramos 

Profi dys



STANDING COMMITTEE

Life, Earth and 
Environmental Sciences

The Life, Earth and Environmental Sciences (LESC) Standing Committee aims at a better 
understanding of biological, environmental and Earth systems across time and space. 
LESC covers activities from molecular and systems biology over regional ecosystems 
to global change of the environment. LESC is achieving these goals through Member 
Organisations and through synergetic actions with other Standing Committees, Expert 
Committees, COST Domain Committees and external partners.

www.esf.org/lesc

ACTION TOGETHER MEANS EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION!

Extracts from 
LESC News 1 and 2

Communication plays a signi� cant 
role in implementing LESC 
strategy.

LESC communicates in many 
ways – through brochures, 
� iers, web pages, visits to Member 
Organisations, participation 
in conferences and workshops 
and, in particular, through 
its newsletter, LESC News.

www.esf.org/lesc/news

It provides information concerning 
LESC’s current and upcoming 
activities. It could also serve as 
a forum for the exchange 
of ideas and approaches within 
LESC � elds.

The primary focus of the LESC 
newsletter is on cooperation 
and coordination between LESC 
and its Member Organisations. 

LESC invites active participation 
from the readers! 

LESC Chair: Professor Alex Quintanilha
LESC Head of Unit: Dr. Arja Kallio
Email: akallio@esf.org N
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Standing Committee
NEWSLETTER No. 2 September 2007

LESC NEWS 
Standing Committee for Life, Earth and  
Environmental Sciences (LESC) 

Editorial:
Systems, a unifying 
concept?
The span of research domains covered by the 
Standing Committee for Life, Earth and 
Environmental Sciences (LESC) is very broad. 
It ranges from life sciences (including e.g. 
molecular genetics, biology, bioengineering) 
over environmental issues (including e.g. 
ecology, forestry, agriculture, crop science) to 
geosciences (including e.g. geology, 
seismology, oceanography). Over the past 
decade we have learned in the Standing 
Committee that in many of these disciplines the 
concept of systems is central toward an 
integrated understanding of functions, 
processes and structures. 

A system can be defined as a group of parts 
that interact according to some kind of process. 
Therefore, systems are often visualized as 
component blocks with connections drawn 
between them. Because of the interactions 
between the different parts, the whole (system) 
becomes more than the sum of the parts, 
whether these parts are chemical molecules, 
cellular organs, individuals, populations, or 
landscapes. A system has emergent properties 
from the interactions among the parts. For 
instance, systems biology ‘seeks to bring 
together understanding of structure (in terms of 
gene and biochemical networks), system 
dynamics (involving predictive modeling), 
system control methods (such as cybernetics) 
and system design’. 

Within the realm of size there are parts that 
interact to form other (sub)systems. For 
example, several chemical molecules form 
chemical systems, biological cells and organs 
form biological systems, organisms and 
physical components form ecological systems, 
and there are larger interactions of humanity 
and nature that form environmental systems. In 
ecology, for example, the ecosystem is the 
basic functional unit since it includes both 
organisms (biotic communities) and the abiotic 
environment, each influencing the properties of 
the other and both necessary for maintenance 
of life as we know it on Earth. 

The laws of thermodynamics apply to nearly all 
systems. Although the temporal and spatial 

scales might differ dramatically, the concept of 
systems can help us to better understand (and 
predict) the various challenges that many living 
(and non-living) systems on our planet 
encounter. These include global changes, 
extreme events, sustainable development and 
production, as well as applications of modern 
biology, bioengineering and innovative 
molecular biology toward an improvement of 
the quality of life on Earth. 

Professor Reinhart 
Ceulemans
Member of the Core Group 
of the Standing Committee 
of LESC 

 

 

LESC Standing 
Committee meets in 
Tallinn
 

The LESC Core Group and Standing 
Committee met on 19-20 April 2007 in the 
historical city of Tallinn, Estonia. The meetings 
were kindly hosted by Dr. Meelis Sirendi of the 
Estonian Science Foundation. 

The LESC Standing Committee is one of the 
five disciplinary Committees composed of a 
Chair and leading scientists nominated by the 
ESF Member Organisations. Many of the 35 
LESC Standing Committee members are 
distinguished professors in their own countries 
having close relations with the national 
research funding organisations. The ESF 
Standing Committees are responsible for 
 

 
View across Tallinn (photo: Céline Seewald) 

LESC • 2 

identifying scientific priorities, formulating 
strategies and developing research agenda. 
The LESC Standing Committee develops 
scientific initiatives and uses peer review as a 
key component of the decision-making process.  
The LESC Core Group consists of nine 
Standing Committee members and the Chair.  It 
meets more often and does the preparatory 
work for the Standing Committee meetings.  

The main focus of the 20th LESC Standing 
Committee meeting was the recommendation 
and ranking of the 40 Research Networking 
Programme proposals of relevance to LESC. 
ESF Research Networking Programmes are 
networking activities bringing together 
nationally funded research activities for four to 
five years, to address major scientific issues or 
science-driven topics of research infrastructure 
at the European level with the aim of advancing 
the frontiers of science. At the moment 16 
Research Networking Programmes are led by 
LESC.  

The first top ten proposals were first ranked by 
the Core Group and then ratified by the LESC 
Standing Committee. After the meeting of the 
five chairs of the ESF Standing Committees, 5 
proposals in the LESC remit, 15 in total, were 
forwarded to the Member Organisations for 
their consideration for funding. Programmes 
which achieve a viable level of funding will be 
launched in early 2008. 

 

ESF Member 
Organisation
representatives and 
LESC Core Group 
members discuss 
Forward Looks and 
visibility of LESC 
 

The LESC Core Group invites relevant 
disciplinary Heads of the Member 
Organisations once a year to discuss science 
policy and other issues of common interest. 
This year, the Round Table meeting took place 
in June in Prague at the kind invitation of the 
Czech Science Foundation (Grantová agentura 
�eské republiky - GA�R). The meeting was 
hosted by the President, Professor Josef Syka, 
and Dr. Veronika Paleckova from the 
Department of International Relations. 

 

 
Puppets in Prague (photo: Céline Seewald) 

Organisations specifically. The communication 
strategy of ESF was presented by 
Mr. Claus Nowotny, head of the ESF 
Communications Unit. It was generally agreed 
that LESC visibility could be increased among 
scientists if there were annual scientific reports 
available. 

Two break-out sessions focusing on the Life 
Sciences and Earth & Environmental Sciences, 
respectively, discussed Forward Looks around 
6 questions developed by the LESC Core 
Group. The outcome of the break-out and 
subsequent plenary discussions clearly 
revealed that Forward Looks are appreciated 
by Member Organisations. At the same time, 
suggestions were put forward to improve the 
current Forward Look Scheme. Amongst those, 
“timeliness” was seen as a major issue as it 
impacts on a number of stages, namely the 
selection of a topic, conducting the Forward 
Look, and publication of the outcome and 
recommendations. The suggestions made by 
the Member Organisations touched on 
shortening the selection phase of topics by 
replacing the external review process through 
recommendations by Standing Committees to 
be forwarded to the Governing Council, the 
decision-making body of ESF. Exploratory 
Workshops were seen as an additional source 
for Forward Look topics. In general, once a 
topic has been selected, a scoping workshop 
should be put in place to evaluate whether all 
areas are covered and whether they are 
reflected in the composition of the Organizing 
Committee membership. The latter was seen 
as very crucial, as it drives the activities of the 
Forward Look. Finally, the Round Table 
discussions revealed that the recommendations 
worked out during the Forward Look activities 
should be specific and published in a timely 
manner in the form of a Science Policy Briefing 
and/or a Final report, in order to feed into the 
national and European research agendas.  

 

Standing Committee
NEWSLETTER No. 1 March 2007

LESC NEWS 
Standing Committee for Life, Earth and  
Environmental Sciences (LESC) 

Editorial
The Standing Committee for Life, Earth and 
Environmental Sciences (LESC), composed of 
leading scientists nominated by the ESF Member 
Organisations, is responsible for identifying 
scientific priorities, formulating strategies and 
developing the research agenda in its research 
area.
At a time when the life sciences, geosciences and 
environmental issues that affect our planet have 
gained increased visibility, LESC is striving to 
integrate many of these challenges into its short- 
and mid-term goals. The White Paper that we 
developed just over a year ago emphasised many 
of the strategies that were approved at the last 
ESF General Assembly. Our objectives include 
excellence in science and relevance to 
sustainable development, and we will continue to 
interact with the other ESF Standing Committees, 
Expert Boards and the COST Domain 
Committees to integrate our efforts and avoid 
duplication of initiatives.
LESC will use the available instruments to identify 
emerging domains of research and innovative 
ways of addressing a variety of challenges. 
These include topics such as monitoring of our 
planet and ecosystems, sustainable production of 
energy, advanced food systems, innovative 
diagnostic tools and the frontiers of modern 
biology and bioengineering. These can be 
illustrated by some of the most recently-approved 
Exploratory Workshops (e.g. Model organism 
proteomics; Biomineralisation: from biology to 
materials; and Econometric time-series analysis 
applied to climate change), Research 
Conferences, Forward Looks and the latest 
EUROCORES: TOPO-EUROPE, RNA Quality, 
EuroMARC and EuroDEEP.  
Policy issues will in future occupy a larger portion 
of our activities in the effort to become a leading 
voice in Europe on the research domains that 
LESC covers.  Regular reports on our strategic 
and scientific activities will be featured in the 
LESC newsletter, to be published three times per 
year.

Professor Alex Quintanilha 
Chair of the Standing Committee 
for the Life, Earth and 
Environmental Sciences

LESC Core Group 
meets in the Azores 

Members of the LESC Core Group: Alex Quintanilha, 
Chair, Reinhart Ceulemans, Olgeir Sigmarsson, Julian 
Dow and Salvatore Cannistraro (pictured from left to right) 
Members not pictured are Mark Stitt and Rudy Rabbinge  

A very fruitful meeting of the LESC Core Group 
took place on 5 February 2007 in one of the 
western-most parts of Europe, on Terceira Island 
in the Azores. The meeting was hosted by José 
Gabriel do Álamo de Meneses, the Regional 
Secretary for Education and Science of the 
Azores, and created enough local interest to be 
featured on the Azores television news.  
The Core Group, appointed by the LESC 
Standing Committee, assists the Chair with 
detailed Committee business and prepares the 
Committee’s twice-yearly plenary sessions.  The 
Core Group normally meets four times a year.  
This was its 40th meeting. 
The main focus of this meeting was ESF Forward 
Look activities, with a general update on the 
ongoing Forward Looks relevant to LESC: 
Systems Biology, European Food Systems in a 
Changing World, Lincei initiative and Urban 
Science, and the selection of the proposals 
received in response to the 2006 call. Out of the 
15 eligible proposals put forward by the Member 
Organisations, five were in the remit of LESC. 
The LESC Core group ranked the proposals for 
the Forward Look Committee, which will make the 
final recommendations to the ESF Governing 
Council for decision.  
After consultation with the Standing Committee 
members, the Core Group decided to support, 
together with COST and Eureka, The Aquaculture 
Twin event, to be held in Patras, Greece, on 24-
25 May 2007. LESC is providing funds for young LESC • 2 

scientists to attend this conference. The call for 
applications will be launched by end March with a 
deadline for applications on 3 May.  Information 
will be available at www.esf.org/aqua2007. 

Geese over Speyside (photo: Calum Davidson)

LESC-COST synergy 
The motto of LESC is “Action together – make it 
happen!”.  LESC-COST synergy exemplifies this 
motto.  Joint activities with COST previously 
focused mainly on Earth and environmental 
sciences but life and social sciences have 
recently also become an integral part of the 
synergy actions, in particular on aquaculture, 
genetically modified organisms and plant 
genomics.
Policy issues were discussed at a joint LESC-
COST workshop on “Determining environmental 
information needs for improved policy formation, 
setting agendas on the science policy interface” 
in November 2006. The general theme of the 
workshop, how the science-policy dialogue can 
be enhanced to the mutual benefit of both 
communities, was further elaborated by 
determining what helps and what hinders the 
setting of environmental research agendas 
relevant to policy formulation. And when 
discussing environmental issues, many players 
are involved in technology policy, meaning that 
the issues are often very complex. Complexity 
can be used as an excuse to do nothing. This is, 
however, not the case of LESC; with its trans-
disciplinary coverage, it is well-placed to take up 
the challenge and provide policy advice for 
Europe.

Dr. Arja Kallio 
Head of the ESF LESC Unit 

LESC and EGU 2007 
The European Geosciences Union (EGU) 
General Assembly annually brings together 
geoscientists from all over Europe and the rest of 
the world into one meeting covering all disciplines 
of the Earth, Planetary and Space Sciences. The 
EGU General Assembly 2007 will be held in 
Vienna, Austria on 15-20 April and ESF/LESC 
activities will again be well represented. 
Four LESC EUROCORES Programmes are 
organising topical open sessions: 

EUROMARGINS - “Processes of rifting, 
sediment transport, fluid flow and biogenic 
activity”
EuroCLIMATE - “Climate variability and the 
carbon cycle (past, present and future): multi-
proxy reconstructions and coupled climate 
models at European and regional scales”, with 
the V.I. Vernadsky Medal Lecture  
EuroMinScI - “Mineral properties and 
behaviour”, with the European Mineralogical 
Union Research Excellence Medal Lecture 
EuroDIVERSITY - “Biodiversity science in 
Europe: new tools and strategies”. 

An interdisciplinary Union Symposium, on 
“Prospective views for European Cooperation in 
Geosciences and Environmental Sciences: 
Contributions in a global context” is being 
organised under ESF/LESC auspices on 16 April 
2007. The issue of international, interdisciplinary 
cooperation in Europe will be addressed through 
a series of stimulating keynote talks, presented 
by leaders in a wide range of scientific fields, 
directly involved in international programmes or 
high-quality, innovative initiatives in Europe. The 
planned outcome of this Symposium is the 
elaboration of a few key recommendations on 
improving synergy and further strengthening 
international, inter-disciplinary cooperation in the 
European Research Area, especially within the 
field of Geosciences and Environmental 
Sciences. The Union Symposium audience will 
include scientists, but also science managers, 
science policy makers and representatives from 
the media.
During the EGU week, topical sessions/meetings 
will also be held in relation to the ESF/LESC 
Research Networking Programmes EPICA,
MedCLIVAR, and ArchEnviron.
In addition, the ESF/LESC corporate presence 
will be reinforced through the ESF booth in the 
exhibition area. 
http://meetings.copernicus.org/egu2007

STANDING COMMITTEE

Humanities

Research supported by the Standing Committee for the Humanities (SCH) explores 
the origins and products of the human capacity for creativity and communication and 
perceptions and interpretations of the world around us.

www.esf.org/sch

SCH Chair: Professor Gretty Mirdal
SCH Head of Unit: Dr. Monique van Donzel
Email: humanities@esf.org

 

Trans-cultural 
dimensions of 
research questions 
They are studied through compara-
tive approaches, addressing issues 
such as science, values and religion 
or migration, integration and iden-
tity. Such studies will shed light on 
the complex inner workings of past 
and contemporary civilisations and 
societies.
Examples:

Look Security: A Framework for 
Enquiry (with INTAS and NATO 
Science Committee for Peace 
and Security)

e The 
Evolution of Cooperation and 
Trading (with LESC and SCSS)

Programme Representations of 
the Past. The Writing of National 
Histories in Europe

Programme From Natural 
Philosophy to Science

Sciences 
in Asia, 17 th – 20 th centuries

Trans-disciplinary 
research activities 
They will generate new knowledge 
in the Humanities, in � elds such as 
consciousness research / cognitive 
sciences, human dignity / health and 
disease, cultural diversity / techno-
logical innovation and sustainabil-
ity.
Examples:

Consciousness in a Natural 
and Cultural Context

Discourses 
of the Visible: national and 
international perspectives

Pathways 
to Human Dignity. From 
Traditions to a New Paradigm 

Académique Internationale)

Programme Early Agricultural 
Remnants and Technical 
Heritage

Multilingual Linguistic Diversity 
in Multicultural Contexts

Trans-national 
research 
infrastructures 
They will facilitate the exchange be-
tween distinct traditions of Euro-
pean Humanities research and will 
stimulate new questions.
Examples:

of research infrastructures: 
typologies and validations 
of research infrastructures 
in the Humanities

Index for the Humanities”: 
accessing and assessing 
the best of Humanities research 
in Europe

European project: Building a Reference 
Index for the Humanities - ERIH
Humanities research in Europe is rich in lively national, linguistic 
and intellectual traditions. They all � nd their expression in scholarly 
publications. The new transnational mobility of researchers and the 
often transdisciplinary nature of contemporary science require that 
Humanities researchers position themselves in changing international 

evenly assess and access the scienti� c quality of humanities research 

will provide such a service: a reference index of top journals in the 
15 areas of the Humanities, across the continent and beyond. This 
exercise will eventually be extended to also include book-form publi-
cations and non-traditional formats.
Humanities will engage with society’s needs for targeted foresight 
activities: better methodologies and practices will allow the integra-
tion of Humanities research into such future-oriented exercises.

search funding agencies, research performing agencies and acad-
emies).

Currently, activities cover the fi elds of Anthropology, Archaeology, 
Art and Art History, Classical Studies, Cognitive Science, Gender 
Studies, Heritage Studies, History, History & Philosophy of Science, 
Literature, Linguistics, Oriental and African Studies, Pedagogical & 
Educational Research, Media Studies, Music & Musicology, Philoso-
phy, Psychology, Religion & Theology.

N
ov

em
b

er
 2

00
6

www.esf.org

Representations of the Past: The Writing
of National Histories in Nineteenth
and Twentieth-Century Europe (NHIST)
Research Networking Programme — Standing Committee
for the Humanities (SCH)

NEWSLETTER No. 2 September 2006

perceptions and interpretations of the world around us.



STANDING COMMITTEE

Life, Earth and 
Environmental Sciences

The Life, Earth and Environmental Sciences (LESC) Standing Committee aims at a better 
understanding of biological, environmental and Earth systems across time and space. 
LESC covers activities from molecular and systems biology over regional ecosystems 
to global change of the environment. LESC is achieving these goals through Member 
Organisations and through synergetic actions with other Standing Committees, Expert 
Committees, COST Domain Committees and external partners.

www.esf.org/lesc

ACTION TOGETHER MEANS EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION!

Extracts from 
LESC News 1 and 2

Communication plays a signi� cant 
role in implementing LESC 
strategy.

LESC communicates in many 
ways – through brochures, 
� iers, web pages, visits to Member 
Organisations, participation 
in conferences and workshops 
and, in particular, through 
its newsletter, LESC News.

www.esf.org/lesc/news

It provides information concerning 
LESC’s current and upcoming 
activities. It could also serve as 
a forum for the exchange 
of ideas and approaches within 
LESC � elds.

The primary focus of the LESC 
newsletter is on cooperation 
and coordination between LESC 
and its Member Organisations. 

LESC invites active participation 
from the readers! 

LESC Chair: Professor Alex Quintanilha
LESC Head of Unit: Dr. Arja Kallio
Email: akallio@esf.org N
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Standing Committee
NEWSLETTER No. 2 September 2007

LESC NEWS 
Standing Committee for Life, Earth and  
Environmental Sciences (LESC) 

Editorial:
Systems, a unifying 
concept?
The span of research domains covered by the 
Standing Committee for Life, Earth and 
Environmental Sciences (LESC) is very broad. 
It ranges from life sciences (including e.g. 
molecular genetics, biology, bioengineering) 
over environmental issues (including e.g. 
ecology, forestry, agriculture, crop science) to 
geosciences (including e.g. geology, 
seismology, oceanography). Over the past 
decade we have learned in the Standing 
Committee that in many of these disciplines the 
concept of systems is central toward an 
integrated understanding of functions, 
processes and structures. 

A system can be defined as a group of parts 
that interact according to some kind of process. 
Therefore, systems are often visualized as 
component blocks with connections drawn 
between them. Because of the interactions 
between the different parts, the whole (system) 
becomes more than the sum of the parts, 
whether these parts are chemical molecules, 
cellular organs, individuals, populations, or 
landscapes. A system has emergent properties 
from the interactions among the parts. For 
instance, systems biology ‘seeks to bring 
together understanding of structure (in terms of 
gene and biochemical networks), system 
dynamics (involving predictive modeling), 
system control methods (such as cybernetics) 
and system design’. 

Within the realm of size there are parts that 
interact to form other (sub)systems. For 
example, several chemical molecules form 
chemical systems, biological cells and organs 
form biological systems, organisms and 
physical components form ecological systems, 
and there are larger interactions of humanity 
and nature that form environmental systems. In 
ecology, for example, the ecosystem is the 
basic functional unit since it includes both 
organisms (biotic communities) and the abiotic 
environment, each influencing the properties of 
the other and both necessary for maintenance 
of life as we know it on Earth. 

The laws of thermodynamics apply to nearly all 
systems. Although the temporal and spatial 

scales might differ dramatically, the concept of 
systems can help us to better understand (and 
predict) the various challenges that many living 
(and non-living) systems on our planet 
encounter. These include global changes, 
extreme events, sustainable development and 
production, as well as applications of modern 
biology, bioengineering and innovative 
molecular biology toward an improvement of 
the quality of life on Earth. 

Professor Reinhart 
Ceulemans
Member of the Core Group 
of the Standing Committee 
of LESC 

 

 

LESC Standing 
Committee meets in 
Tallinn
 

The LESC Core Group and Standing 
Committee met on 19-20 April 2007 in the 
historical city of Tallinn, Estonia. The meetings 
were kindly hosted by Dr. Meelis Sirendi of the 
Estonian Science Foundation. 

The LESC Standing Committee is one of the 
five disciplinary Committees composed of a 
Chair and leading scientists nominated by the 
ESF Member Organisations. Many of the 35 
LESC Standing Committee members are 
distinguished professors in their own countries 
having close relations with the national 
research funding organisations. The ESF 
Standing Committees are responsible for 
 

 
View across Tallinn (photo: Céline Seewald) 
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identifying scientific priorities, formulating 
strategies and developing research agenda. 
The LESC Standing Committee develops 
scientific initiatives and uses peer review as a 
key component of the decision-making process.  
The LESC Core Group consists of nine 
Standing Committee members and the Chair.  It 
meets more often and does the preparatory 
work for the Standing Committee meetings.  

The main focus of the 20th LESC Standing 
Committee meeting was the recommendation 
and ranking of the 40 Research Networking 
Programme proposals of relevance to LESC. 
ESF Research Networking Programmes are 
networking activities bringing together 
nationally funded research activities for four to 
five years, to address major scientific issues or 
science-driven topics of research infrastructure 
at the European level with the aim of advancing 
the frontiers of science. At the moment 16 
Research Networking Programmes are led by 
LESC.  

The first top ten proposals were first ranked by 
the Core Group and then ratified by the LESC 
Standing Committee. After the meeting of the 
five chairs of the ESF Standing Committees, 5 
proposals in the LESC remit, 15 in total, were 
forwarded to the Member Organisations for 
their consideration for funding. Programmes 
which achieve a viable level of funding will be 
launched in early 2008. 

 

ESF Member 
Organisation
representatives and 
LESC Core Group 
members discuss 
Forward Looks and 
visibility of LESC 
 

The LESC Core Group invites relevant 
disciplinary Heads of the Member 
Organisations once a year to discuss science 
policy and other issues of common interest. 
This year, the Round Table meeting took place 
in June in Prague at the kind invitation of the 
Czech Science Foundation (Grantová agentura 
�eské republiky - GA�R). The meeting was 
hosted by the President, Professor Josef Syka, 
and Dr. Veronika Paleckova from the 
Department of International Relations. 

 

 
Puppets in Prague (photo: Céline Seewald) 

Organisations specifically. The communication 
strategy of ESF was presented by 
Mr. Claus Nowotny, head of the ESF 
Communications Unit. It was generally agreed 
that LESC visibility could be increased among 
scientists if there were annual scientific reports 
available. 

Two break-out sessions focusing on the Life 
Sciences and Earth & Environmental Sciences, 
respectively, discussed Forward Looks around 
6 questions developed by the LESC Core 
Group. The outcome of the break-out and 
subsequent plenary discussions clearly 
revealed that Forward Looks are appreciated 
by Member Organisations. At the same time, 
suggestions were put forward to improve the 
current Forward Look Scheme. Amongst those, 
“timeliness” was seen as a major issue as it 
impacts on a number of stages, namely the 
selection of a topic, conducting the Forward 
Look, and publication of the outcome and 
recommendations. The suggestions made by 
the Member Organisations touched on 
shortening the selection phase of topics by 
replacing the external review process through 
recommendations by Standing Committees to 
be forwarded to the Governing Council, the 
decision-making body of ESF. Exploratory 
Workshops were seen as an additional source 
for Forward Look topics. In general, once a 
topic has been selected, a scoping workshop 
should be put in place to evaluate whether all 
areas are covered and whether they are 
reflected in the composition of the Organizing 
Committee membership. The latter was seen 
as very crucial, as it drives the activities of the 
Forward Look. Finally, the Round Table 
discussions revealed that the recommendations 
worked out during the Forward Look activities 
should be specific and published in a timely 
manner in the form of a Science Policy Briefing 
and/or a Final report, in order to feed into the 
national and European research agendas.  

 

Standing Committee
NEWSLETTER No. 1 March 2007

LESC NEWS 
Standing Committee for Life, Earth and  
Environmental Sciences (LESC) 

Editorial
The Standing Committee for Life, Earth and 
Environmental Sciences (LESC), composed of 
leading scientists nominated by the ESF Member 
Organisations, is responsible for identifying 
scientific priorities, formulating strategies and 
developing the research agenda in its research 
area.
At a time when the life sciences, geosciences and 
environmental issues that affect our planet have 
gained increased visibility, LESC is striving to 
integrate many of these challenges into its short- 
and mid-term goals. The White Paper that we 
developed just over a year ago emphasised many 
of the strategies that were approved at the last 
ESF General Assembly. Our objectives include 
excellence in science and relevance to 
sustainable development, and we will continue to 
interact with the other ESF Standing Committees, 
Expert Boards and the COST Domain 
Committees to integrate our efforts and avoid 
duplication of initiatives.
LESC will use the available instruments to identify 
emerging domains of research and innovative 
ways of addressing a variety of challenges. 
These include topics such as monitoring of our 
planet and ecosystems, sustainable production of 
energy, advanced food systems, innovative 
diagnostic tools and the frontiers of modern 
biology and bioengineering. These can be 
illustrated by some of the most recently-approved 
Exploratory Workshops (e.g. Model organism 
proteomics; Biomineralisation: from biology to 
materials; and Econometric time-series analysis 
applied to climate change), Research 
Conferences, Forward Looks and the latest 
EUROCORES: TOPO-EUROPE, RNA Quality, 
EuroMARC and EuroDEEP.  
Policy issues will in future occupy a larger portion 
of our activities in the effort to become a leading 
voice in Europe on the research domains that 
LESC covers.  Regular reports on our strategic 
and scientific activities will be featured in the 
LESC newsletter, to be published three times per 
year.

Professor Alex Quintanilha 
Chair of the Standing Committee 
for the Life, Earth and 
Environmental Sciences

LESC Core Group 
meets in the Azores 

Members of the LESC Core Group: Alex Quintanilha, 
Chair, Reinhart Ceulemans, Olgeir Sigmarsson, Julian 
Dow and Salvatore Cannistraro (pictured from left to right) 
Members not pictured are Mark Stitt and Rudy Rabbinge  

A very fruitful meeting of the LESC Core Group 
took place on 5 February 2007 in one of the 
western-most parts of Europe, on Terceira Island 
in the Azores. The meeting was hosted by José 
Gabriel do Álamo de Meneses, the Regional 
Secretary for Education and Science of the 
Azores, and created enough local interest to be 
featured on the Azores television news.  
The Core Group, appointed by the LESC 
Standing Committee, assists the Chair with 
detailed Committee business and prepares the 
Committee’s twice-yearly plenary sessions.  The 
Core Group normally meets four times a year.  
This was its 40th meeting. 
The main focus of this meeting was ESF Forward 
Look activities, with a general update on the 
ongoing Forward Looks relevant to LESC: 
Systems Biology, European Food Systems in a 
Changing World, Lincei initiative and Urban 
Science, and the selection of the proposals 
received in response to the 2006 call. Out of the 
15 eligible proposals put forward by the Member 
Organisations, five were in the remit of LESC. 
The LESC Core group ranked the proposals for 
the Forward Look Committee, which will make the 
final recommendations to the ESF Governing 
Council for decision.  
After consultation with the Standing Committee 
members, the Core Group decided to support, 
together with COST and Eureka, The Aquaculture 
Twin event, to be held in Patras, Greece, on 24-
25 May 2007. LESC is providing funds for young LESC • 2 

scientists to attend this conference. The call for 
applications will be launched by end March with a 
deadline for applications on 3 May.  Information 
will be available at www.esf.org/aqua2007. 

Geese over Speyside (photo: Calum Davidson)

LESC-COST synergy 
The motto of LESC is “Action together – make it 
happen!”.  LESC-COST synergy exemplifies this 
motto.  Joint activities with COST previously 
focused mainly on Earth and environmental 
sciences but life and social sciences have 
recently also become an integral part of the 
synergy actions, in particular on aquaculture, 
genetically modified organisms and plant 
genomics.
Policy issues were discussed at a joint LESC-
COST workshop on “Determining environmental 
information needs for improved policy formation, 
setting agendas on the science policy interface” 
in November 2006. The general theme of the 
workshop, how the science-policy dialogue can 
be enhanced to the mutual benefit of both 
communities, was further elaborated by 
determining what helps and what hinders the 
setting of environmental research agendas 
relevant to policy formulation. And when 
discussing environmental issues, many players 
are involved in technology policy, meaning that 
the issues are often very complex. Complexity 
can be used as an excuse to do nothing. This is, 
however, not the case of LESC; with its trans-
disciplinary coverage, it is well-placed to take up 
the challenge and provide policy advice for 
Europe.

Dr. Arja Kallio 
Head of the ESF LESC Unit 

LESC and EGU 2007 
The European Geosciences Union (EGU) 
General Assembly annually brings together 
geoscientists from all over Europe and the rest of 
the world into one meeting covering all disciplines 
of the Earth, Planetary and Space Sciences. The 
EGU General Assembly 2007 will be held in 
Vienna, Austria on 15-20 April and ESF/LESC 
activities will again be well represented. 
Four LESC EUROCORES Programmes are 
organising topical open sessions: 

EUROMARGINS - “Processes of rifting, 
sediment transport, fluid flow and biogenic 
activity”
EuroCLIMATE - “Climate variability and the 
carbon cycle (past, present and future): multi-
proxy reconstructions and coupled climate 
models at European and regional scales”, with 
the V.I. Vernadsky Medal Lecture  
EuroMinScI - “Mineral properties and 
behaviour”, with the European Mineralogical 
Union Research Excellence Medal Lecture 
EuroDIVERSITY - “Biodiversity science in 
Europe: new tools and strategies”. 

An interdisciplinary Union Symposium, on 
“Prospective views for European Cooperation in 
Geosciences and Environmental Sciences: 
Contributions in a global context” is being 
organised under ESF/LESC auspices on 16 April 
2007. The issue of international, interdisciplinary 
cooperation in Europe will be addressed through 
a series of stimulating keynote talks, presented 
by leaders in a wide range of scientific fields, 
directly involved in international programmes or 
high-quality, innovative initiatives in Europe. The 
planned outcome of this Symposium is the 
elaboration of a few key recommendations on 
improving synergy and further strengthening 
international, inter-disciplinary cooperation in the 
European Research Area, especially within the 
field of Geosciences and Environmental 
Sciences. The Union Symposium audience will 
include scientists, but also science managers, 
science policy makers and representatives from 
the media.
During the EGU week, topical sessions/meetings 
will also be held in relation to the ESF/LESC 
Research Networking Programmes EPICA,
MedCLIVAR, and ArchEnviron.
In addition, the ESF/LESC corporate presence 
will be reinforced through the ESF booth in the 
exhibition area. 
http://meetings.copernicus.org/egu2007

STANDING COMMITTEE

Humanities

Research supported by the Standing Committee for the Humanities (SCH) explores 
the origins and products of the human capacity for creativity and communication and 
perceptions and interpretations of the world around us.

www.esf.org/sch

SCH Chair: Professor Gretty Mirdal
SCH Head of Unit: Dr. Monique van Donzel
Email: humanities@esf.org

 

Trans-cultural 
dimensions of 
research questions 
They are studied through compara-
tive approaches, addressing issues 
such as science, values and religion 
or migration, integration and iden-
tity. Such studies will shed light on 
the complex inner workings of past 
and contemporary civilisations and 
societies.
Examples:

Look Security: A Framework for 
Enquiry (with INTAS and NATO 
Science Committee for Peace 
and Security)

e The 
Evolution of Cooperation and 
Trading (with LESC and SCSS)

Programme Representations of 
the Past. The Writing of National 
Histories in Europe

Programme From Natural 
Philosophy to Science

Sciences 
in Asia, 17 th – 20 th centuries

Trans-disciplinary 
research activities 
They will generate new knowledge 
in the Humanities, in � elds such as 
consciousness research / cognitive 
sciences, human dignity / health and 
disease, cultural diversity / techno-
logical innovation and sustainabil-
ity.
Examples:

Consciousness in a Natural 
and Cultural Context

Discourses 
of the Visible: national and 
international perspectives

Pathways 
to Human Dignity. From 
Traditions to a New Paradigm 

Académique Internationale)

Programme Early Agricultural 
Remnants and Technical 
Heritage

Multilingual Linguistic Diversity 
in Multicultural Contexts

Trans-national 
research 
infrastructures 
They will facilitate the exchange be-
tween distinct traditions of Euro-
pean Humanities research and will 
stimulate new questions.
Examples:

of research infrastructures: 
typologies and validations 
of research infrastructures 
in the Humanities

Index for the Humanities”: 
accessing and assessing 
the best of Humanities research 
in Europe

European project: Building a Reference 
Index for the Humanities - ERIH
Humanities research in Europe is rich in lively national, linguistic 
and intellectual traditions. They all � nd their expression in scholarly 
publications. The new transnational mobility of researchers and the 
often transdisciplinary nature of contemporary science require that 
Humanities researchers position themselves in changing international 

evenly assess and access the scienti� c quality of humanities research 

will provide such a service: a reference index of top journals in the 
15 areas of the Humanities, across the continent and beyond. This 
exercise will eventually be extended to also include book-form publi-
cations and non-traditional formats.
Humanities will engage with society’s needs for targeted foresight 
activities: better methodologies and practices will allow the integra-
tion of Humanities research into such future-oriented exercises.

search funding agencies, research performing agencies and acad-
emies).

Currently, activities cover the fi elds of Anthropology, Archaeology, 
Art and Art History, Classical Studies, Cognitive Science, Gender 
Studies, Heritage Studies, History, History & Philosophy of Science, 
Literature, Linguistics, Oriental and African Studies, Pedagogical & 
Educational Research, Media Studies, Music & Musicology, Philoso-
phy, Psychology, Religion & Theology.
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www.esf.org

Representations of the Past: The Writing
of National Histories in Nineteenth
and Twentieth-Century Europe (NHIST)
Research Networking Programme — Standing Committee
for the Humanities (SCH)
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perceptions and interpretations of the world around us.



STANDING COMMITTEE

Social Sciences

The social sciences are the umbrella for disciplines which have the common aim  
of examining human functioning at various levels, ranging from neural foundations  
of human functioning to individual behaviour, group processes and the functioning  
of whole economies and societies. The mission of the Standing Committee  
for the Social Sciences (SCSS) is to promote high quality social science research  
at the European level, in all of its aspects. 

www.esf.org/scss

SCSS Chair: Professor Sir Roderick Floud
SCSS Head of Unit: Dr. Balázs Kiss
Email: scss@esf.org N
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 The disciplines engaged in SCSS activities include Business and 
Administrative Sciences, Communication Sciences, Demography, 
Economics, Gender Studies, Geography, International Relations, 
Law, Pedagogy and Education Research, Political Sciences, Psychol-
ogy and Cognitive Sciences, Social Anthropology, Social Statistics 
and Informatics, Socio-Environmental Sciences and Sociology. 

New SCSS 
Chair

Prof. Sir Roderick 
Floud, President 
Emeritus of London 
Metropolitan Univer-
sity and Dean of the 
School of Advanced 
Study of the Univer-
sity of London is the 

new SCSS Chair. He is an economic 
historian, author of books and ar-
ticles on technological change, on 
the use of IT in the study of history, 
on the evolution of technical edu-
cation and on changes in human 
height, health and welfare; he is edi-
tor of the leading textbook of mod-
ern British economic history. 

New Head  
of Unit, Social 
Sciences

Dr. Balázs Kiss 
comes to the ESF 
from the Institute 
for Political Scienc-
es of the Hungarian 
Academy of Scienc-
es where he estab-
lished and directed 

the Centre for Political Communi-
cations Research. Balázs Kiss was 
also a member of the COST Domain 
Committee “Individuals, Societies, 
Cultures and Health” and was re-
cently elected to its Executive Group. 
He has now taken up position as the 
Head of Social Sciences Unit.

Forward 
Look Ageing, 
Health and 
Pensions 
The life expectancy of the Europe-
an population continues to increase 
very signi�cantly. Several of ESF’s 
Member Organisations have sug-
gested to launch a Forward Look 
project to identify the examine some 
of the consequences and identify 
research themes which can be ad-
dressed at the European level. The 
foresight project on ‘Ageing, Health 
and Pensions’ will look into three 
themes: (1) Labour market issues, 
(2) Income security of an ageing 
population, and (3) Well-being of the 
elderly. The project will run in 2008 
and 2009. 

Exploratory 
Workshops
In 2007, 20 Exploratory Workshops 
have been organised in the domain 
of social sciences. Two examples: 

Transdisciplinary Review of  
a Proposed Agenda for Social 
Science Research related to 
Long-Term Energy Options 
Convenor: Thomas Flüeler (CH)

Education and the Capability 
Approach – Towards an 
European Perspective for 
Welfare Service Research 
Convenors: Hans-Uwe Otto and 
Holger Ziegler (DE) 

Research Project Citizens  
of the Future
‘Citizens of the future: the concerns 
and actions of young people around 
current European and global issues’ 
is one of �ve funded Collaborative 
Research Projects (CRP) in the 2006 
competition of the EUROCORES 
ECRP Scheme which operates with 
an annual call and selection of new 
projects. This study investigates the 
concerns of young Europeans aged 
10, 14 and 17, on issues such as 
democratic processes, poverty, un-
employment, human rights, the en-
vironment and con�ict. 

www.uwm.edu.pl/citizens 

Following up on one of its success 
stories, namely the European So-
cial Survey (ESS), the SCSS is sup-
porting a thematic EUROCORES 
programme on ‘Cross-National and 
Multi-level Analysis of Human Val-
ues, Institutions and Behaviour’ 
(HumVIB). By early December 2007 
the peer review process of the full 
proposals will have ended, and a 
selection made of research projects 
to start in 2008. 

www.esf.org/humvib 

Higher Education Looking 
Forward
Higher education institutions have, 
in recent years, been subjected to 
pressures to enhance their contri-
bution to the successful creation of 
the so-called ‘knowledge econo-
mies’, together with the achievement 
of greater equity and social justice. 
The Forward Look on Higher Edu-
cation beyond 2010 has explored 
these issues with the aim of drafting 
a broad research agenda examining 
the link between higher education 
and society. 

www.esf.org/helf

30th Anniversary in 2007

STANDING COMMITTEE

Physical and 
Engineering Sciences

The Physical and Engineering Sciences Standing Committee covers chemistry, 
mathematics, informatics and the computer sciences, physics, fundamental engineering 
sciences, material sciences. 

www.esf.org/pesc

EUROCORES Programmes
Chemical Control at the 
Nanoscale – EuroNANOCHEM

Nanomechanical Systems – 

NanoStructures – SONS 1

Technologies – S3T

Exploratory 
Workshops

Interdisciplinary 
New Initiatives 

perspectives and their impacts 
on society and the global 
energy market

The synergy of national lights 
sources in Europe

on European 
Computational 
Science

Research 
Networking 
Programmes

with a further 5 currently 
under consideration. 

Magnetism

EARNEST 

technology. 

6

RNP Methods of Integrable Systems, 
Geometry, Applied Mathematics 

C4 fragment on a Nickel (111) surface. 

x 6



STANDING COMMITTEE

Social Sciences

The social sciences are the umbrella for disciplines which have the common aim  
of examining human functioning at various levels, ranging from neural foundations  
of human functioning to individual behaviour, group processes and the functioning  
of whole economies and societies. The mission of the Standing Committee  
for the Social Sciences (SCSS) is to promote high quality social science research  
at the European level, in all of its aspects. 

www.esf.org/scss

SCSS Chair: Professor Sir Roderick Floud
SCSS Head of Unit: Dr. Balázs Kiss
Email: scss@esf.org N

ov
em

b
er

 2
00

7

 The disciplines engaged in SCSS activities include Business and 
Administrative Sciences, Communication Sciences, Demography, 
Economics, Gender Studies, Geography, International Relations, 
Law, Pedagogy and Education Research, Political Sciences, Psychol-
ogy and Cognitive Sciences, Social Anthropology, Social Statistics 
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School of Advanced 
Study of the Univer-
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new SCSS Chair. He is an economic 
historian, author of books and ar-
ticles on technological change, on 
the use of IT in the study of history, 
on the evolution of technical edu-
cation and on changes in human 
height, health and welfare; he is edi-
tor of the leading textbook of mod-
ern British economic history. 

New Head  
of Unit, Social 
Sciences

Dr. Balázs Kiss 
comes to the ESF 
from the Institute 
for Political Scienc-
es of the Hungarian 
Academy of Scienc-
es where he estab-
lished and directed 

the Centre for Political Communi-
cations Research. Balázs Kiss was 
also a member of the COST Domain 
Committee “Individuals, Societies, 
Cultures and Health” and was re-
cently elected to its Executive Group. 
He has now taken up position as the 
Head of Social Sciences Unit.

Forward 
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Health and 
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The life expectancy of the Europe-
an population continues to increase 
very signi�cantly. Several of ESF’s 
Member Organisations have sug-
gested to launch a Forward Look 
project to identify the examine some 
of the consequences and identify 
research themes which can be ad-
dressed at the European level. The 
foresight project on ‘Ageing, Health 
and Pensions’ will look into three 
themes: (1) Labour market issues, 
(2) Income security of an ageing 
population, and (3) Well-being of the 
elderly. The project will run in 2008 
and 2009. 

Exploratory 
Workshops
In 2007, 20 Exploratory Workshops 
have been organised in the domain 
of social sciences. Two examples: 

Transdisciplinary Review of  
a Proposed Agenda for Social 
Science Research related to 
Long-Term Energy Options 
Convenor: Thomas Flüeler (CH)

Education and the Capability 
Approach – Towards an 
European Perspective for 
Welfare Service Research 
Convenors: Hans-Uwe Otto and 
Holger Ziegler (DE) 

Research Project Citizens  
of the Future
‘Citizens of the future: the concerns 
and actions of young people around 
current European and global issues’ 
is one of �ve funded Collaborative 
Research Projects (CRP) in the 2006 
competition of the EUROCORES 
ECRP Scheme which operates with 
an annual call and selection of new 
projects. This study investigates the 
concerns of young Europeans aged 
10, 14 and 17, on issues such as 
democratic processes, poverty, un-
employment, human rights, the en-
vironment and con�ict. 

www.uwm.edu.pl/citizens 

Following up on one of its success 
stories, namely the European So-
cial Survey (ESS), the SCSS is sup-
porting a thematic EUROCORES 
programme on ‘Cross-National and 
Multi-level Analysis of Human Val-
ues, Institutions and Behaviour’ 
(HumVIB). By early December 2007 
the peer review process of the full 
proposals will have ended, and a 
selection made of research projects 
to start in 2008. 

www.esf.org/humvib 

Higher Education Looking 
Forward
Higher education institutions have, 
in recent years, been subjected to 
pressures to enhance their contri-
bution to the successful creation of 
the so-called ‘knowledge econo-
mies’, together with the achievement 
of greater equity and social justice. 
The Forward Look on Higher Edu-
cation beyond 2010 has explored 
these issues with the aim of drafting 
a broad research agenda examining 
the link between higher education 
and society. 
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EXPERT COMMITTEE

European Space 
Sciences Committee

Created in 1975 ESSC is the ESF’s expert body on space research and the ESF interface 
with the European Space Agency. The mission of the ESSC is to provide an independent 
voice on European space research and policy. It holds an observer status in ESA’s 
Ministerial Conferences, in ESA’s High-Level Science Policy Advisory Committee, 
has two representatives in the EC’s 7th Framework Programme Space Advisory Group.

www.esf.org/essc

ESSC Strategic Plan 
2007-2010

Science and exploration
At the request of ESA, ESSC has 
conducted in 2005 and early 2006 a 
strategic assessment of the science 
component of its Aurora programme. 
In 2007 the ESSC complemented 
this exercise by formulating a long-
term science scenario for Aurora, 
also at ESA’s request. The objec-
tive of Aurora is to formulate and 
implement a European long-term 
plan for robotic and human explora-
tion of solar system bodies holding 
promise for traces of life. The Euro-
pean vision could be to prepare for 
a European participation in a glo-
bal endeavour of human exploration 
of the solar system, initiated by ro-
botic exploration programmes with 
a strong scienti� c content. If Euro-
pean decision- makers endorse this 

vision, it should be supported ap-
propriately. The ESSC is also part 
of the ESF INIF initiative on Global 
Approach to Human Exploration of 
the Solar System, with the Standing 
Committee for the Humanities.

The ESSC mission and 
added value
With the development of a Europe-
an space policy the role of ESSC 
should be ampli� ed and diversi� ed 
in order to set up a high-level inde-
pendent body aimed at providing 
advice and expertise in the Europe-
an space arena, by:
(i)  underlining the role of space 

sciences and technology 

developments as basic pillars 
of the European space venture

(ii)  supporting European visibility 
and advising for a role 
of Europe in global space 
initiatives

(iii)  regularly assessing the status 
and perspectives of European 
space activities

ESSC Chair: Professor Jean-Pierre Swings
Head, Space Sciences Unit: Dr. Jean-Claude Worms
Email: essc@esf.org

Space sciences as basic pillars of 
Europe’s space venture. The ESSC 
was created to offer a forum to the 
European space science commu-
nity to organise itself, make its views 
heard, and try and speak with one 
voice on the other side of the Atlan-
tic. In 1994 ESSC decided to create 
sub-panels in the three main areas 
of space research, i.e. “classical” 
space science, Earth observation 
from space, and life and physical 
sciences in space. In subsequent 
years, the ESSC, thereby recently 
renamed “European Space Sciences 
Committee” became the natural 
home to which European agencies 
and decision-makers involved in 
space-related affairs turned to for 
independent advice. Allegedly it is 

the only body of its kind in Europe 
where such advice can be provided 
without having to take into consid-
eration national biases, or the obli-
gation to balance the needs and 
priorities across the different � elds 
of space research. The Charter 
under which the ESSC operates 
since 1999 has therefore become 
inadapted to a whole new range of 
activities and to the role it is called 
upon to play in Europe. To make a 
difference in the future the Commit-
tee needs the resources to deliver, 
and the status to provide acceptable 
strategic views. This realisation led 
the ESSC members to discuss and 
adopt a Strategic Plan for the period 
2007-2010 which will be substanti-
ated by a 5-year Financial Plan.

ESA’s Aurora programme will explore 
the Moon and Mars.

“Mountain” of 
cold hydrogen – 
Site of new star 
formation in the 
Carina nebula.
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EXPERT COMMITTEE

Marine Board

www.esf.org/marineboard

Marine Board Chair: Lars Horn (The Research Council of Norway)
Marine Board Executive Scientific Secretary: Dr. Niamh Connolly
Email: marineboard@esf.org N
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Marine Board 
2007 publications

on the European Marine 

(Position Paper 9, March 2007)

(Position Paper 10, March 2007)

(Position Paper 11, 
November 2007)

Pending publications: 

 (Position Paper 12)

 
 

(Position Paper 13)

Context: Consultation on the 
Future European Maritime Policy

 
established under the 
chairmanship of Lars Horn (Marine 
Board Chair); composed of 
representatives from major marine 
and maritime networks

 the Aberdeen 
Declaration – Voicing European 
marine research priorities

 Towards the 
development of a European marine 
and maritime research strategy 
and the creation of a network 
of existing marine and maritime 
networks as part of the process.

Marine Board 

 synopsise the state of the 
art in speci�c issues and identify 
challenges and recommendations. 

–  Risk Assessment and Monitoring 
of Existing and Emerging New 
Chemicals in the European 
Marine and Coastal Environment

–  Science Dimensions of 
Ecosystem-based Management 
of Ocean Resources

Marine Board 

 collaborative, long term 
operational network whose 
members bene�t from mutual 
interactions.

–  Marine Board Communications 
Network (launched in June 2006)
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James Cook research vessel docked  
at NOCS Southampton quay.

 

 facilitate the coordination 
of national and regional marine 
research programmes

 16 partners, 
representing national public 
funding agencies from 13 
European countries and the Marine 
Board-ESF; joint coordination by 
Ifremer and the Marine Board.

 

 
(Technical Report 1, May 2006)
Barriers to Cooperation  

 
(Technical Report 2, February 
2007)

Calls: A common call “Regional 
Drivers of Ecosystem Change: 
Description, Modelling and 
Prediction” is to be launched in 
December 2007 with 4.7 M euros 
(provisional); 6 funding agencies 
involved.

 foster prevention and best 
response to accidental marine 
pollution. The Marine Board is 
responsible for the interaction 
between AmpERA and other 
European Research Area related 
activities.

Coordinated 

Fisheries and 

 undertake a foresight 
analysis to identify key challenges 
and options towards a more 
sustainable development of 
European �sheries and 
aquaculture industries.

Coordinated 

 ESF’s Investigating Life 
in Extreme Environments initiative  
and related publication

Action successfully evaluated 

Survey; Project Management: 
Marine Board-ESF; Consortium: 
seven other European research 
institutions.
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Satellite image of North Achill Sound –  
Irish National Coastline Survey.
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A live Actinian at 630 m depth on the West 
Rockall Bank.
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Working onboard a buoy.



EXPERT COMMITTEE

European Space 
Sciences Committee

Created in 1975 ESSC is the ESF’s expert body on space research and the ESF interface 
with the European Space Agency. The mission of the ESSC is to provide an independent 
voice on European space research and policy. It holds an observer status in ESA’s 
Ministerial Conferences, in ESA’s High-Level Science Policy Advisory Committee, 
has two representatives in the EC’s 7th Framework Programme Space Advisory Group.

www.esf.org/essc

ESSC Strategic Plan 
2007-2010

Science and exploration
At the request of ESA, ESSC has 
conducted in 2005 and early 2006 a 
strategic assessment of the science 
component of its Aurora programme. 
In 2007 the ESSC complemented 
this exercise by formulating a long-
term science scenario for Aurora, 
also at ESA’s request. The objec-
tive of Aurora is to formulate and 
implement a European long-term 
plan for robotic and human explora-
tion of solar system bodies holding 
promise for traces of life. The Euro-
pean vision could be to prepare for 
a European participation in a glo-
bal endeavour of human exploration 
of the solar system, initiated by ro-
botic exploration programmes with 
a strong scienti� c content. If Euro-
pean decision- makers endorse this 

vision, it should be supported ap-
propriately. The ESSC is also part 
of the ESF INIF initiative on Global 
Approach to Human Exploration of 
the Solar System, with the Standing 
Committee for the Humanities.

The ESSC mission and 
added value
With the development of a Europe-
an space policy the role of ESSC 
should be ampli� ed and diversi� ed 
in order to set up a high-level inde-
pendent body aimed at providing 
advice and expertise in the Europe-
an space arena, by:
(i)  underlining the role of space 

sciences and technology 

developments as basic pillars 
of the European space venture

(ii)  supporting European visibility 
and advising for a role 
of Europe in global space 
initiatives

(iii)  regularly assessing the status 
and perspectives of European 
space activities

ESSC Chair: Professor Jean-Pierre Swings
Head, Space Sciences Unit: Dr. Jean-Claude Worms
Email: essc@esf.org

Space sciences as basic pillars of 
Europe’s space venture. The ESSC 
was created to offer a forum to the 
European space science commu-
nity to organise itself, make its views 
heard, and try and speak with one 
voice on the other side of the Atlan-
tic. In 1994 ESSC decided to create 
sub-panels in the three main areas 
of space research, i.e. “classical” 
space science, Earth observation 
from space, and life and physical 
sciences in space. In subsequent 
years, the ESSC, thereby recently 
renamed “European Space Sciences 
Committee” became the natural 
home to which European agencies 
and decision-makers involved in 
space-related affairs turned to for 
independent advice. Allegedly it is 

the only body of its kind in Europe 
where such advice can be provided 
without having to take into consid-
eration national biases, or the obli-
gation to balance the needs and 
priorities across the different � elds 
of space research. The Charter 
under which the ESSC operates 
since 1999 has therefore become 
inadapted to a whole new range of 
activities and to the role it is called 
upon to play in Europe. To make a 
difference in the future the Commit-
tee needs the resources to deliver, 
and the status to provide acceptable 
strategic views. This realisation led 
the ESSC members to discuss and 
adopt a Strategic Plan for the period 
2007-2010 which will be substanti-
ated by a 5-year Financial Plan.

ESA’s Aurora programme will explore 
the Moon and Mars.

“Mountain” of 
cold hydrogen – 
Site of new star 
formation in the 
Carina nebula.
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2007 publications

on the European Marine 

(Position Paper 9, March 2007)

(Position Paper 10, March 2007)

(Position Paper 11, 
November 2007)

Pending publications: 

 (Position Paper 12)

 
 

(Position Paper 13)

Context: Consultation on the 
Future European Maritime Policy

 
established under the 
chairmanship of Lars Horn (Marine 
Board Chair); composed of 
representatives from major marine 
and maritime networks

 the Aberdeen 
Declaration – Voicing European 
marine research priorities

 Towards the 
development of a European marine 
and maritime research strategy 
and the creation of a network 
of existing marine and maritime 
networks as part of the process.

Marine Board 

 synopsise the state of the 
art in speci�c issues and identify 
challenges and recommendations. 

–  Risk Assessment and Monitoring 
of Existing and Emerging New 
Chemicals in the European 
Marine and Coastal Environment

–  Science Dimensions of 
Ecosystem-based Management 
of Ocean Resources

Marine Board 

 collaborative, long term 
operational network whose 
members bene�t from mutual 
interactions.

–  Marine Board Communications 
Network (launched in June 2006)
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James Cook research vessel docked  
at NOCS Southampton quay.

 

 facilitate the coordination 
of national and regional marine 
research programmes

 16 partners, 
representing national public 
funding agencies from 13 
European countries and the Marine 
Board-ESF; joint coordination by 
Ifremer and the Marine Board.

 

 
(Technical Report 1, May 2006)
Barriers to Cooperation  

 
(Technical Report 2, February 
2007)

Calls: A common call “Regional 
Drivers of Ecosystem Change: 
Description, Modelling and 
Prediction” is to be launched in 
December 2007 with 4.7 M euros 
(provisional); 6 funding agencies 
involved.

 foster prevention and best 
response to accidental marine 
pollution. The Marine Board is 
responsible for the interaction 
between AmpERA and other 
European Research Area related 
activities.

Coordinated 

Fisheries and 

 undertake a foresight 
analysis to identify key challenges 
and options towards a more 
sustainable development of 
European �sheries and 
aquaculture industries.

Coordinated 

 ESF’s Investigating Life 
in Extreme Environments initiative  
and related publication

Action successfully evaluated 

Survey; Project Management: 
Marine Board-ESF; Consortium: 
seven other European research 
institutions.
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Satellite image of North Achill Sound –  
Irish National Coastline Survey.
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Working onboard a buoy.
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What is EUROCORES?

EUROCORES enables researchers to work in joint  
research projects with colleagues in other European countries 
and beyond for example in the US and Canada, whilst the 
funding remains national. The EUROCORES Programmes 
within the scheme address research questions which require 
cooperation crossing national borders and disciplinary 
boundaries. The high quality international peer review 
operated by the ESF, which is the basis for the national funding  
decisions, creates a quality bench mark for national research 
projects. 

EUROCORES adds value by:

or even global effort.

national research efforts.

the European level by combining top-level research with 
network activities.

in international teams across borders by enabling them to 
apply for funding and perform research together.

Contact 
Svenje Mehlert - Senior Science Officer
EUROCORES Scheme Coordination 

European Science Foundation 

E-mail: smehlert@esf.org

Selection of new Ideas

Selection of Collaborative Research Projects (CRPs)
and Funding Decisions

New Themes

7 months June - Dec

12 months Jan - Dec

Funded CRPs

Collaborative Research, Networking and Dissemination

Intended Outcome

Scientific Impact, Feedback to National Funding
Organisations and other ESF instruments

3,5 years Jan - June (+3)

Annual call for 
Theme Proposals

Peer review and
Selection of Themes

Theme Viability 
check

Co-proposers
from at least 4 countries

ESF Science Units - EPCs
ESF Science Advisory Board

SAB + ESF CEO

Open, broad, complex topics ESF Standing Committees
Funding Organisations

commitments

Science 
driven

June xx Sept xx Oct xx+1

Themes
Proposals

Planning of the activities

Collaborative 
Research and Dissemination

First Scientific 
Committee Meeting

Mid-Term Report

CRP Leaders + EPC

Jan xx+2year 2year 3

Final 
Report

Peer Review
and Ranking

of Full Proposals

Selection of Outline 
Proposals & Invitation

of Full Proposals

Call for Outline
Proposals for each 

Theme

International Referees (min 3) International Review Panel
Management
Committee

Applicants’
responses

ESF Units (EPC + EPA) ESF Units + Proposers
of the Theme

Review 
Panel

March xx+1 Dec xx+1Sept xx+1

Outline
Proposals Eligibility

Full
Proposals Eligibility

Ranked
list of FPs

Management
Committee Meeting

National Grant 
Approvals

RP Recommendations 
on requested Budgets

ESF response
to applicants ESF final 

response
to applicants

MC

Ranked
List

of full
proposals 

Re-assessments
of partially funded 

CRPs (if needed) 

Applicants’ statements
or amendments

Review
Panel

Sept xx+1 March xx+2

List of CRPs 
to be Funded

National
requirements

Dec xx+1

Fully Funded CRPs

The Revised Scheme (2008):
An Overview
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ESF Research 
Conferences

ESF Research Conferences provide European and international scientists, including 
young researchers, with an informal discussion framework in attractive, remote venues 
for exploring the latest developments in their areas of research. They promote synergy 
and the creation of new scientifi c communities on topics that range over all disciplines, 
from Physics to Humanities. Interdisciplinary approaches are encouraged as appropriate. 
ESF and its Partners in the Scheme provide the essential core funding that enables 
our high-ranking Conference Chairs to develop top-quality scientifi c programmes, 
with the organisational services of the ESF Conferences Unit.

www.esf.org/conferences
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ESF-Japan Partnership

Research Conferences Head of Unit: Caroline Hirst
Email: conferences@esf.org

ESF-JSPS Frontier Science 
Conference for Young 
Researchers on Robotics – 
Kanagawa, Japan, 9-15 March 
2008
This conference is a result of collab-
oration between ESF and the Japan 
Society for the Promotion of Science 
(JSPS), speci� cally aimed at young 
researchers. The aim is to provide for 
an annual research conference on a 
leading edge topic bringing together 

both senior and junior researchers 
from both parts of the world.

ESF has recently signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding with The 
Ministry of Science and Higher 
Education (MSHE), in association 
with The Institute of Mathematics 
of The Polish Academy of Sciences 
(PAN), for a series of conferences in 
Mathematics, to take place in Be-
dlewo, near Poznan, Poland. With 
the new conference series to start 
from 2008 and 2009, ESF Research 
Conferences will be present in nine 
countries in Europe as well as Africa 
and Japan.

New Partners – New Countries 
joining the Scheme

©
 iS

to
ck

P
ho

to

Invertebrate Immune 
Systems are anything but 
simple, conference fi nds
A hundred years since Russian 
microbiologist Elie Metschnikow 
� rst discovered the invertebrate im-
mune system, scientists are only 
just beginning to understand its 
complexity. Presenting their � ndings 
at The Impact of the Environment 
on Innate Immunity: At the Defence 
Frontier – The Biology of Innate Im-
munity Conference, organised by 
ESF in partnership with the Fonds 
zur Förderung der wissenschaftli-
chen Forschung in Österreich (FWF) 
and the Leopold-Franzens-Univer-
sität Innsbruck (LFUI) (Universität-
szentrum Obergurgl, Austria, 19-24 
May 2007), scientists showed that 

invertebrates have evolved elabo-
rate ways to � ght disease.
The conference was attended by 
90 immunologists and evolutionary 
ecologists and appealed to an inter-
national audience. 

.
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The issues of fraud, falsi� cation and 
plagiarism in science were the top-
ics at the � rst World Conference 
on Research Integrity, organised 
by ESF and the US Department of 
Health and Human Services Of� ce 
of Research Integrity (ORI). About 

policy makers and science journal-
ists from 52 countries gathered in 
Lisbon to analyse and share their 
growing concerns over misconducts 
in science. 

research integrity.

First World Conference 
on Research Integrity, 
Lisbon, 16-19 September

Janez Potočnik, European Commissioner 
for Research, European Commission;
Jose-Mariano Gago, Portuguese Minister 
of Science, Technology and Higher 
Education; Angel Gurría, Secretary-
General, Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD).
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EUROCORES Programme
European Collaborative Research

European Collaborative 
Research Projects II

The European Collaborative Research Projects (ECRP) has been formed in response  
to the continuing demand from the scientific community for funding to support 
responsive-mode, investigator-driven collaborative research projects within the Social 
Sciences in Europe.

www.esf.org/ecrp
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What is ECRP?
The ECRP Programme is designed 
to promote research of the highest 
quality, offering opportunities to 
test innovative ideas, pool expertise 
and strengthen research capacity in 
line with the objectives of the Euro-
pean Research Area. Five projects 
from the EUROCORES ECRP 2006 
Competition have been funded and 
the topics range from “Concerns 
and Actions of Younger Citizens” to 
“Short and long range dynamics of 
attention”, from “Disaggregating Civil 
Wars” to “Political Communication 
in Western Europe”. 

In the 2007 competition, 23 scienti�c 
proposals have been received. This 
means that the EUROCORES ECRP 
Scheme will continue to act as a cat-
alyst to promote multilateral research 
projects in the social sciences that 
go beyond networking activities. We 
do this by offering funding support 
to cover salaries, equipment, con-
sumables and access to infrastruc-
ture. Moreover, EUROCORES ECRP 
is widely recognised to provide a 
forum where research Councils can 
work together to devise common 
procedures for applications.

Projects within ECRP II
Citizens of the future:  
the concerns and actions of 
young people around current 
European and global issues
Dr. Beata Krzywosz-Rynkiewicz
University of Warmia & Mazury, 
Poland

Constructing regional 
advantage: towards state- 
of-the-art regional innovation 
system policies in Europe?
Professor Bjørn Asheim
Lund University, Sweden

Disaggregating civil wars
Professor Lars-Erik Cederman
ETH Zurich, Switzerland

Political communication 
cultures in Western Europe –  
A comparative study
Professor Barbara Pfetsch  
University of Hohenheim, Germany

The short and long range 
dynamics of attention
Dr. Christian N. L. Olivers 
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam,  
The Netherlands

ECRP Programme Coordinator: Dr. Frank Kuhn
Email: ecrp@esf.org

Research is funded by the following national 
funding agencies:

Forschung (FWF) 
Austrian Science Research Fund, Austria

Vlaanderen (FWO) 
Research Foundation Flanders, Belgium 

ˇ eské republiky (GAČR) 
Czech Science Foundation, Czech Republic

 
Danish Agency for Science Technology  
and Innovation, Denmark

 
Academy of Finland, Finland

(CNRS) 
National Centre for Scientific Research, France

 
German Research Foundation, Germany

Iceland
 

 
National Research Fund, Luxembourg

Onderzoek (NWO) 
Netherlands Organisation For Scientific Research, 
Netherlands 

 
Research Council of Norway, Norway

 
Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland

Technology, Poland 
 

Ministry of Education and Science, Spain

(FAS) 
Swedish Council for Working Life and Social 
Research, Sweden

 
Swedish Research Council, Sweden

Wissenschaftlichen Forschung (SNF) 
Swiss National Science Foundation, Switzerland

(TÜBITAK)  
The Scientific and Technological Research Council 
of Turkey, Turkey 

United Kingdom

The EUROCORES Programme ECRP is a European 
Science Foundation (ESF) initiative supported  
by the European Commission, Sixth Framework 
Programme, under Contract No. ERAS-CT-2003-
980409.
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Wars” to “Political Communication 
in Western Europe”. 

In the 2007 competition, 23 scienti�c 
proposals have been received. This 
means that the EUROCORES ECRP 
Scheme will continue to act as a cat-
alyst to promote multilateral research 
projects in the social sciences that 
go beyond networking activities. We 
do this by offering funding support 
to cover salaries, equipment, con-
sumables and access to infrastruc-
ture. Moreover, EUROCORES ECRP 
is widely recognised to provide a 
forum where research Councils can 
work together to devise common 
procedures for applications.

Projects within ECRP II
Citizens of the future:  
the concerns and actions of 
young people around current 
European and global issues
Dr. Beata Krzywosz-Rynkiewicz
University of Warmia & Mazury, 
Poland

Constructing regional 
advantage: towards state- 
of-the-art regional innovation 
system policies in Europe?
Professor Bjørn Asheim
Lund University, Sweden

Disaggregating civil wars
Professor Lars-Erik Cederman
ETH Zurich, Switzerland

Political communication 
cultures in Western Europe –  
A comparative study
Professor Barbara Pfetsch  
University of Hohenheim, Germany

The short and long range 
dynamics of attention
Dr. Christian N. L. Olivers 
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam,  
The Netherlands

ECRP Programme Coordinator: Dr. Frank Kuhn
Email: ecrp@esf.org

Research is funded by the following national 
funding agencies:

Forschung (FWF) 
Austrian Science Research Fund, Austria

Vlaanderen (FWO) 
Research Foundation Flanders, Belgium 

ˇ eské republiky (GAČR) 
Czech Science Foundation, Czech Republic

 
Danish Agency for Science Technology  
and Innovation, Denmark

 
Academy of Finland, Finland

(CNRS) 
National Centre for Scientific Research, France

 
German Research Foundation, Germany

Iceland
 

 
National Research Fund, Luxembourg

Onderzoek (NWO) 
Netherlands Organisation For Scientific Research, 
Netherlands 

 
Research Council of Norway, Norway

 
Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland

Technology, Poland 
 

Ministry of Education and Science, Spain

(FAS) 
Swedish Council for Working Life and Social 
Research, Sweden

 
Swedish Research Council, Sweden

Wissenschaftlichen Forschung (SNF) 
Swiss National Science Foundation, Switzerland

(TÜBITAK)  
The Scientific and Technological Research Council 
of Turkey, Turkey 

United Kingdom

The EUROCORES Programme ECRP is a European 
Science Foundation (ESF) initiative supported  
by the European Commission, Sixth Framework 
Programme, under Contract No. ERAS-CT-2003-
980409.



EuroBioFund

“Science knows no country, 
because knowledge belongs 
to humanity, and is the torch 
which illuminates the world”
Louis Pasteur

“Let’s build a future –  
not just polish the past”
Frank Vizarre

“If you think research  
is expensive, try disease”
Mary Lasker

“We haven’t got the money,  
so we’ve got to think”
Ernest Rutherford

“The whole is more than  
the sum of its parts”
Aristotle

www.esf.org/eurobiofund

 

To meet the needs of its citizens 
and remain competitive in a glo-
bal setting, Europe requires new, 
bold strategies for coordinating and 
�nancing life sciences research. This 
�eld has undergone a revolution in 
terms of research approaches, infra-
structure needs and technological 
developments. Changes are also 
taking place in the �nancial world, 

with new funding sources opening 
up including foundations, charities 
and industry. To maximise the avail-
able resources and mobilize these 
new potential sources of funding, 
new approaches are needed and 
so ESF has launched EuroBioFund, 
with strong support the from the 
European Commission.

Coordinating and financing 
life sciences research
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EuroBioFund is supported  
by the European Commission  
through the Sixth Framework  
Programme

MANAGED PROGRAMME

European Young 
Investigator Awards

In 2003, the European Heads of Research Councils (EUROHORCs), in collaboration  
with the European Science Foundation (ESF), created the European Young Investigator 
(EURYI) Awards. The aims of the EURYI Awards Scheme are to strengthen the European 
Research Area (ERA) and to attract outstanding young researchers, from all over  
the world, to work in Europe and establish and pursue independent research careers. 
The awards are funded by the EURYI Participating Organisation, who are typically ESF 
Member Organisations.  
As a consequence of the launch in 2007 of the European Research Council’s Starting 
Investigator Grant, largely modelled on EURYI, EURYI will have no further calls.

www.esf.org/euryi

Key characteristics

19 Young Investigators on occasion of receiving their award certi�cates at the 2007 EURYI 
Award Ceremony in Helsinki.

The work of the European Science Foundation  
in implementing and coordinating the EURYI  
Award scheme has been supported by funds  
from the European Commission’s Sixth  
Framework Programme under Contract no.  
ERAC-CT-2003-510191

EURYI Coordinator: Neil Williams
Email: euryi@esf.org N

ov
em
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 The first 25 awards were made in 2004, 25 in 2005, and 25 in 2006. 
The fourth annual call for proposals was launched on 1st September 
2006 with Participating Organisations from 16 countries, and result-
ed in 20 Awards being made in 2007.

The Future of EURYI

of the research quality and po-
tential of the applicant; the qual-
ity, originality and feasibility of the 
research proposal, the quality of 
the proposed host institution, and 
the potential of the proposal to 
improve the position of European 
research at world level.

4 and 8 years after their PhD when 
making their proposal.

-
ly at the national level, and then 
the highest ranked were passed 
to ESF for assessment by 6 high-

level international panels, whose 
recommendations were combined 
into a single priority list. 

 
devote their full working time to 
the research described in the pro-
posal.

 
subject to satisfactory progress.

normally be no less than k€ 750 
over 5 years and shall not exceed 
a maximum of k€ 1250.

-
stitution in a country participating 
in the EURYI Award scheme

Nobel Laureate Tim Hunt in Helsinki, where he presented the Awards at the EURYI 
Ceremony.

EURYI has been successful in not 
only selecting and funding excellent 
young researchers but also deliver-
ing its objective of structuring the 
ERA by developing standards, pro-
cedures and mechanisms for tran-
snational cooperation and funding 
between research organisations in 
a complex and larger-scale pro-
gramme. 
EURYI provided the inspiration for 
the European Research Council’s 
Starting Investigator Research Grant 
(SIRG) scheme, with which it shares 
many similarities and which was 
launched in 2007. EURYI know-how 
was transferred to the ERC to help in 
the establishment of their schemes. 
With the launch of the SIRG, with its 
larger scope, EUROHORCs decided 
to close EURYI for further calls. Dur-
ing the lifetime of the existing EUR-
YI Awards, which will continue until 
2013, ESF will continue to provide a 
basic coordination function for Par-

ticipating Organisations and Awar-
dees. EUROHORCs, ESF and the 
ERC have agreed that the long-term 
stewardship of the EURYI Awardees 
Network will be transferred to the 
ERC as a foundation stone for their 
“SIRG Alumni Association”. With �-
nancial support from EUROHORCs, 
ESF will organise a �nal EURYI Net-
work scienti�c event during 2008.

EURYI Award Winner Natalie Sebanz 
conducting a ‘social experiment’  
with the guests at the Award Ceremony. 
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After experiencing a dramatic growth over the last years, the main objective for ESF  
is now to deliver high quality output. In this context, the Administration and Finance team 
aims at providing professional and efficient services to science initiatives in a client 
oriented way.

Consolidated Expenditure 2006

Science Activities funded by ESF General Budget 2006

28%
General Budget

3%
Account

for Closed
Programmes

11%
ESF Research 
Networking Programmes

2%
À la carte 
Expert 
Committees

3%
ESF Research

Conferences

43%
COST Contract

7%
EUROCORES

Support Contract
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EURYI Support Contract
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Other 
EC Contracts

19%
Exploratory
Workshops

14%
Forward Looks

4%
Governance
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160 000
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by MOs
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Total activities including 
funds not flowing through 
ESF
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Budget Structure
Budget
component

Related activities Sources of funding

General  
Budget

 

À la carte  
 

Partnerships

Contracts  
with external 
parties

 
 
 

Administration  
and Finance

Highlights  
of 2006-2007

 

Challenges  
for 2008-2009

 

Key figures

Administration and Finance

ESF – COST

Finance Information Systems General 
Services

IT
Accounting

Focus on actual 
figures

Controlling
Focus on budgets and monitoring

and consolidation

ESF 
Instruments

New 
activities 

and external 
contracts

Brussels

Project 
Management

(IS)

Team and Functions

Finance and Audit Committee: 
link to Governance

 

2007  
budget target 

50 Mio.€ 
(+16%)

4.4 Mio.€  
managed  
per FTE  
Finance

In 2006,  
20 EC  

contracts 
or 

22 Mio.€

27 000 
transactions

Managing resources 
to support the strategy

Human Resources 
Making strategy 
everyone’s job!

Over the past five years, the staff size of the ESF has more than doubled.  
Starting as a small organisation with a strong family culture, the ESF has undergone  
a considerable transformation and witnessed a rapid growth in its activities. 

www.esf.org

Living the values of the ESF

In an effort to accommodate the increase in new activities the Assem-
bly approved the ESF’s new Strategic Plan 2006-2010 in November 
2005. With this ambitious strategic plan it is apparent that ESF staff 
will be confronted by new and challenging objectives. These chal-
lenges require changes allowing the ESF to demonstrate continuous 
improvement in professionalism, high quality science and streamlined 
administrative processes.
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Management, Team Training, 
Staff Development

Head of Human Resources: Catherine Lux

Strategy implementation is  
a top-down process to share 
the strategy and align the 
staff but is also a bottom-up 
process to internalise  
and execute the strategy.

Strategy 
implementation

ESF Mission, Values and Vision

q
ESF Strategy  

and Implementation Plan

q
Units Objectives

q
Individual Responsibilities  

and Objectives

The ESF has invested in manage-
ment and staff training through a 
series of sessions over 2006. Staff 
received an in-depth training course 
designed to improve quality, effec-
tiveness and accountability. 
Staff development is an investment 
which should be translated into ex-
cellence “Working for the ESF  

has allowed me to use my 
experience as a journalist  
to capture and convey science 
to a wider audience”
Thomas Lau, Communications Writer, Hong Kong 

“ESF is a key player among stakeholders 
who bring the vision of a European Research 
Area to fruition. An exciting place to be at an 
exciting time for someone with a background 
and interest in science policy studies”
Dr Alexis-Michel Mugabushaka Science Officer in CEO Unit, Germany

“Joining the ESF has given 
me the opportunity to use 
my scientific background for 
the needs of the European 
scientific community and 
for the development and 
strengthening of the European 
Research Area (ERA), while 
working in a multidisciplinary 
and multicultural environment’
Dr. Antonella Di Trapani, EUROCORES Programme 
Coordinator for Materials Science, Italy

 

“Joining ESF has given me  
an opportunity to help 
promote high quality science 
at a European level”
Dr Fiona Kernan, Assistant Scientific Officer 
EuroBioFund, Ireland

Human Resources will successfully 
support the ESF’s Strategic Plan by 
ensuring we have:

 
to attract top-level science managers, science administrators  
and administrative staff

effectiveness
 

to respond effectively to an increased number of externally  
funded activities

 
with 19 nationalites currently represented on our staff

 
and competitive hiring offers

equality.  

Excellence, Openness, Responsiveness, Pan-European, Ethical 
Awareness
Via these core values we will continue to strengthen and build on  
our delivery of:
Quality Assurance, Professionalism, Customer Orientation,  
Process Efficiency, Corporate Identity, Performance
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1 quai Lezay-Marnésia | BP 90015
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Tel: +33 (0)3 88 76 71 00 | Fax: +33 (0)3 88 37 05 32
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