National history is central to national
identity. A sustained and systematic study of
the construction, erosion and reconstruction
of national histories across a wide variety of
European states is a highly topical and
extremely relevant exercise for two reasons:
firstly, because of the long and successful
history of the national paradigm in historywriting; and, secondly, because of its reemergence as a powerful political tool in the
1990s in the context of the accelerating
processes of Europeanisation and
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globalisation. National histories form an
important part of the collective memory of
the peoples of Europe. National bonds have
been, and continue to be, among the strongest
bonds of loyalty. A genuinely trans-national
and comparative investigation into the
structures and workings of national histories
will play an important part both in
understanding the diversity of national
histories in Europe and preparing the way
for further dialogue and understanding among
European nation-states.
The project will bring together the histories
of Western and Eastern Europe in a concerted
attempt to bridge the historiographical
divide fostered by the Cold War division of
the continent. Methodologically, the project
unites cultural transfer and comparative
approaches, which are the most appropriate
means for exploring the complex relationship
between national historiographies and
national historical cultures in Europe. The
last decade has witnessed an acceleration of
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The concept of ‘master narrative’ seems
particularly suitable for the comparison
of the West and East European historical
systems after 1945. The narrative
strategies of both systems were informed
by their particular ideological constructs;
their historical ‘master narratives’ were
linked to the specific conditions of their
institutional production, relations of
hegemony and forms of political
organisation.
Overall, only a detailed and comparative
analysis of the processes of construction,
stabilisation and erosion of national
histories and wider historical representations
will enable us to facilitate the
development of a truly European historical
culture. In order to prevent the emergence
of a ‘fortress Europe’ mentality, it will,
however, be equally important to consider
the relationship between national
histories and trans-European, global and/
or world histories. This project will, in
the first instance, help us to gain an

Aims and objectives
National history is understood as a
specific form of historical representation
which accompanies the formation of a
nation-state, or seeks to influence the
existing self-definitions of a national
consciousness. It develops its
perspectives and criteria from the
contemporary self-understanding of the
nation.
National ‘master narratives’ and their
protagonists are of crucial interest to this
project, as they reflect the attempts to
answer important questions related to
cultural identity. It is through historical
representations of their nation in
relationship to others that people make
sense of, and identify with, particular
versions of the past. This project starts
from the assumption that the fruitfulness
of a postmodern critique of master
narratives does not entail any assumption
about their eventual dissolution and
disappearance. A thorough analysis of the
perpetual construction and reconstruction
of these narratives is needed. One cannot
achieve this by simply looking at the
history of ideas and textual interpretations.
Instead one needs to start by asking
questions about cultural and political
power relationships within nationally
constituted societies.

Engraving of the Muse of History from Bernard de
Montfaucon’s Antiquité (1719).
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Napoleon studying military history
(painting by François Flameng,
1856-1923).
© Mary Evans Picture Library

While institutionally and intellectually,
history was ‘nationalised’ in the course of
its professionalisation, historians at the
same time began to think of themselves as
belonging to a single republic of letters.
Even during periods when aggressive
nationalism poisoned mutual academic
relations, historians often remained aware
of other national agendas and publications.
Cultural transfer studies have begun to
explore questions such as: why have some
intellectual departures been received in one
country but ignored in another? How far
have particular institutes, organisations
and individuals been responsible for
making specific academic ‘products’ of
one country accessible in others? How
far have national works or approaches to
history been re- and even misinterpreted
in different national contexts? When and
why have there been significant instances
of the policing of the boundaries of one
national historiographical tradition
against encroaching influences from
another? What role have exiled historians
played in facilitating contacts between
different historiographical cultures?
Perceptions and transfers are equally
crucial to our understanding of national
historiographies as are comparisons.

insight into how diverse European states
and peoples have constructed and
continuously reconstruct their national
histories. From this vantage point it will,
secondly, problematise the stumbling
blocs that have prevented a constructive
interaction between national history and
trans-national tendencies. Finally, such
an analysis needs to be broadened by
asking how European societies have
generally dealt with the territorialisation
of social processes and their re-enactment
in historical constructions. National
histories seem to prove beyond doubt
that most social processes relate to
spatial concepts and that the relationship
between territory and social process is
often legitimated with reference to a
historical justification. Comparing national
histories can thus help us to understand
processes of territorialisation, which are
not necessarily restricted to the national
level, thereby providing important insights
on regionalisation, Europeanisation and
globalisation.
The interrelatedness of national
historiographies is most clearly revealed
when considering a number of national
histories taken together. Historians
writing national history often take into
account developments in other countries.
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leaders see below). The teams will be
investigating:
1. the institutions, networks and

communities which produced national
histories and were themselves influenced
by the idea of national history;
2. the construction, erosion and recons-

truction of national histories in relation
to other master narratives structuring
diverse forms of historical writing
(such as class, race, religion and
gender);

Budapest (Hungary): The millennial memorial of the
Hungarian Land-taking, 1896. © Richard Ishida

3. national histories and their relationship

with regional, European and world
histories;

The programme has been initiated and is
chaired by Professors Stefan Berger,
Christoph Conrad and Guy P. Marchal.
It is based on the collaboration of more
than 60 leading scholars from more than
20 countries. Its agenda will be implemented
by four teams led by leading experts in
their areas (for the details of the team

4. the spatial relationships between

national histories.

The research teams
Team 1: Institutions, Networks and
Communities
Team leader: Professor Ilaria Porciani,
Università di Bologna

This team will investigate the role of
social actors in constructing national
histories, focusing in particular on their
institutions, networks and communities.
It will seek to explain the relationship
between the professionalisation of the
historical discipline and the emergence of
national histories during the last two
centuries. By comparing a wide number
of cases drawn from diverse parts of
Europe, contributors from various countries
will answer the following questions:
(1) how did the institutionalisation and
professionalisation of history shape
different national historiographies?
(2) What has been the role of specific
networks in the process of nation-building?
(3) What has been the role of specific
networks of sociability and communication?
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(4) What impact has politics had on the
institutionalisation of the discipline?
(5) When, where and why did women
become professional historians? The team
will also establish a comprehensive database
of the institutions of national histories.
Team 2: Narrating National
Histories
Team leader: Professor Chris Lorenz,
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
Lisbon (Portugal): Monument to the Discoveries
(Padrão dos Descobrimentos), 1960.
© Getty Images/Digital Vision

National ‘master narratives’ always stand
in close relationship with narratives, such
as those based on gender, ethnicity, class
and/or religion. In what ways have such
social cleavages mattered to national
history writing? This team will investigate
the links and interdependencies between
histories written from a national perspective
and those written from a perspective of
class, gender, race, ethnicity, and religion.
It will focus on the following five areas:
(1) what were characteristics of the
national master narratives in different
national historiographies? (2) In which
way has the national interacted with
other master narratives in key national
histories? (3) Have there been conscious
attempts to construct histories around
non-national narratives and thus to
replace national with other master
narratives? (4) What influence did the

national master narrative in historiography have on other forms of national
representations?
Team 3: National Histories and its
Interrelation with Regional,
European and World Histories
Team leaders: Dr. Matthias Middell,
Universität Leipzig, and Professor Lluis
Roura y Aulinas, Universitat Autònoma
de Barcelona

The very concept of national historiography
could be better explained by contrasting
it with other spatial forms of historical
writing, such as regional, European and
world histories. This team will look at the
relationship between national history on
the one hand and the spatial historical
representations (the regional, European
and global ones) on the other. It focuses
on hierarchies of spatial dimensions and
investigates their interrelationship. How
open or closed have national spaces been
in historical writing with regard to subnational or supra-national spaces? In
pursuing this theme, the following research
questions will be tackled: (1) what has
been the precise relationship between
national and regional/local history?
(2) What has been the relationship
between national and European history?
(3) What has been the relationship
between national and world history?

Kyiv (Ukraine): Monument to the founders of Kyiv,
1982. © Carole S Bradford
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Team 4: Overlapping National
Histories
Team leaders: Dr. Frank Hadler,
GWZO Leipzig and Professor Tibor
Frank, ELTE Budapest

This team will explore the different ways
in which national histories in Europe
have been politicized and subjected to
nationalist interpretations. In multinational
states and empires, a common past and a
shared territory have had a double-effect
on history writing: it could unite histories
but it could also increase attempts to
assert differences and construct borders.
The team will explore how changing
border lines have created overlapping
and competing perspectives on national
histories. It will take up the subject in
three directions:
(1) territorial overlaps and traumatic
interdependencies in different national
histories; (2) the impact of territorial
changes on the construction of national
histories; (3) the construction of ‘other’
nations as reflected in the construction of
one’s ‘own’ nation.

Stockholm (Sweden): Viking ship ‘Svea Viking’,
rebuilt 1996-98. © Getty Images/Digital Vision

Other programme activities
Cross-team conferences

Although the four teams have identified
their own distinct themes and areas of
research, some of the research agendas
involve a certain amount of overlap.
Themes and topics to be discussed by all
teams in separate workshops, in which
core researchers from all four teams and
external specialists would be present,
are:
Forms of Representation and Representational Techniques: Narratives
and Genres
Collective Identity, Memory and
History
Political Uses of History

.
.
.

Travel grants

NHIST will offer travel grants to enable
scholars to undertake research that falls
within the programme’s framework. The
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Final conference

applicants will have to demonstrate that
they can meaningfully contribute to the
work of one of the four teams investigating
the area, or to the programme as a whole,
through research and active participation
in a workshop or a conference.
Accordingly, the grants may serve to
fund research trips to academic institutions
involved in the programme or to attend
workshops or conferences organised by
the programme.

In 2007 a major international conference
will be organised involving around one
hundred scholars from all over Europe.
This final conference will aim to
publicise and summarise the results of
the previous workshops, conferences and
other activities related to this research
programme.
Publications

The programme chairs will establish a
book series on the theme of the programme
with a major English-language academic
publishing house. In addition, the
individual teams will publish additional
volumes and special editions of scholarly
journals on specific aspects of their
respective themes. The programme will
provide synergies for collaborative research
projects across European borders.

Applications will be reviewed by the
NHIST Executive Group which consists
of the programme chairs and two elected
members of the programme’s Steering
Committee. More details about
conditions and applications will be
advertised through the NHIST and ESF
websites:
http://www.uni-leipzig.de/zhs/esf-nhist/
and http://www.esf.org/nhist respectively.

Funding
ESF scientific programmes are principally
financed by the Foundation’s Member
Organisations on an à la carte basis.
NHIST is supported by:

Akadémia, Hungary, Országos
Tudományos Kutatási Alapprogramok,
Hungary; Royal Irish Academy, Ireland;
The Irish Research Council for
Humanities and Social Sciences, Ireland;
Nederlandse Organisatie voor
Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek,
Netherlands; Norges Forskningsråd,
Norway; Polska Academia Nauk, Poland;
Slovenská Akadémia Vied, Slovak
Republic; Slovenská Akademija
Znanosti in Umetnosti, Slovenia;
Slovenska Znanstvena Fundacija,
Slovenia; Vetenskapsrådet, Sweden;
Schweizericher Nationalfonds zur
Förderung der wissenchaftlichen
Forschung, Switzerland; The Arts and
Humanities Research Board, United
Kingdom.

Fonds zur Förderung der wissenschaftlichen Forschung, Austria; Österreichische
Akademie der Wissenschaften, Austria;
Fonds National de la Recherche
Scientifique, Belgium; Fonds voor
Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek Vlaanderen, Belgium; Akademie ved
ˇ
Cˇ eské republiky, Czech Republic;
ˇ eské republiky,
Grantová agentura C
Czech Republic; Statens Humanistiske
Forskningsråd, Denmark; Eesti
Teadustfond, Estonia; Suomen Akatemia/
Finlands Akademi, Finland; Centre
Nationale de Recherche Scientifique,
France; Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft,
Germany; National Hellenic Research
Foundation, Greece; Magyar Tudományos
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NHIST Steering Committee
Department of History
School of Humanities
and Social Sciences
University of Glamorgan
Pontypridd CF37 1DL
Wales
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 1443 482554
Fax: +44 1443 482138
sberger@glam.ac.uk

Prof. Christoph Conrad
(Co-Chair)

Université de Genève
Département d’histoire
générale
5, rue Saint-Ours
1211 Genève 4
Switzerland
Tel: +41 22 3797028
Fax: +41 22 3797371
christoph.conrad@lettres.unige.ch

Prof. Emeritus Guy P.
Marchal (Co-Chair)

Universität Luzern
Private address:
Burgunderstrasse 27
4051 Basel
Switzerland
Tel/fax: +41 61 2817164
Guy.Marchal@unibas.ch

Prof. Nicholas Canny

Centre for the Study of
Human Settlement and
Historical Change
National University of Ireland
Galway
Ireland
Tel: +353 91 512323
Fax: +353 91 152507
Nicholas.canny@nuigalway.ie

Prof. Christophe Charle

École normale supérieure
Institut d’histoire moderne
et contemporaine
45 rue d’Ulm
75005 Paris
France
Tel: +33 1 44 32 32 10
Fax: +33 1 44 32 30 44
christophe.charle@ens.fr

Prof. Moritz Csáky

Kommission für
Kulturwissenschaften
und Theatergeschichte
Österreichische Akademie
der Wissenschaften
Postgasse 7
1010 Wien
Austria
Tel: +43 1 515813458
Fax: + 43 1 515813311
Mc13541@i-one.at

Prof. Robert Evans

Oxford University
Faculty of Modern History
Broad Street
Oxford OX1 3BD
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 1865 277256
Fax: +44 1865 250704
robert.evans@mohist.ox.ac.uk

Prof. Pertti Haapala

Historiatieteen laitos
Tampereen yliopisto
33014 Tampere
Finland
Tel: +358 32156542
Fax: +358 32156980
pertti.haapala@uta.fi

Dr. Milan Hlavacka
ˇ

Historicky´ ústav
ˇ
Akademie ved
republiky
ˇ Ceské
Prosecká 79
19000 Prague 9
Czech Republic
Tel: +420 606814063
Fax: +420 221619204
Milan.Hlavacka@ff.cuni.cz

Dr. Chantal Kesteloot

Centre d’Etudes et de
Documentation Guerre et
Sociétés contemporaines
(SOMA/CEGES)
Square de l’Aviation 29
1070 Bruxelles
Belgium
Tel: +32 2 5569211
Fax: +32 2 5569200
chantal.kesteloot@cegesoma.be

Dr. Dusan
ˇ Kovácˇ

Historický ústav
Slovenská akadémie vied
Klemensova 19
81438 Bratislava
Slovak Republic
Tel: +421 2 5292 5753
(ext. 217)
Fax: +421 2 5296 1645
kovac@up.upsav.sk

Prof. Aadu Must

Ajaloo osakond
Tartu Ülikool
Ülinooli 18
50090 Tartu
Estonia
Tel: +372 7 375658
Fax: +372 7 375345
aadu_must@yahoo.com

Prof. Jan Eivind Myhre

Universitetet i Oslo
Historisk institutt
Postboks 1008 Blindern
0315 Oslo
Norway
Tel: +47 22854467
Fax: +47 22855278
j.e.myhre@hi.uio.no

Prof. Emeritus Alberto Gil
Novales

Universidad Complutense
de Madrid
Private address:
c/ San Agustín, 15, 4º D
28014 Madrid
Spain

Prof. Paolo Prodi

Prof. Chris Lorenz

Università di Bologna
Dipartimento di discipline
storiche
Piazza San Giovanni in Monte 2
40124 Bologna
Italy

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
Faculteit der Letteren
De Boelelaan 1105
1081 HV Amsterdam
Netherlands

Tel: +39 051 2097609
Fax: +39 051 2097620
Prodi_p@mail.cib.unibo.it

Prof. Ann Rigney

Fakulteit der Letteren
Universiteit Utrecht
Trans 10
3512 JK Utrecht
Netherlands
Tel: +31 30 2536693
Fax: +31 30 2536000
ann.rigney@let.uu.nl

Prof. Jo Tollebeek

Departement Geschiedenis
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven
Blijde-Inkomststraat 21
3000 Leuven
Belgium
Tel: +32 16 324975
Fax: +32 16 324993
Jo.tollebeek@arts.kuleuven.ac.be

Prof. Rolf Torstendahl

Mälardalens högskola
Institutionen för Humaniora
Box 883
721 23 Västerås
Sweden
Tel: +46 21 107058
Fax: +46 21 101560
Rolf.Torstendahl@mdh.se

Prof. Rüdiger vom Bruch

Institut für Geschichtswissenschaften
Humboldt Universität zu Berlin
Lehrstuhl für Wissenschaftsgeschichte
Unter den Linden 6
10099 Berlin
Germany
Tel: +49 30 20932870
Fax: +49 30 20932792
Vombruchr@geschichte.hu-berlin.de
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Prof. Janusz Zarnowski

Instytut Historii im. Tadeusza
Manteuffla
Polska Akademia Nauk
ul. Rynek Starego Miasta 29/31
00272 Warsaw
Poland

Agilno@wanadoo.es

Tel: +48 22 8310261
Fax: +48 22 8313642
j-zarnowski@wp.pl

Prof. Uffe Østergaard

Team Leaders

Afdeling for Holocaust- og
Folkedrabsstudier
Dansk Institut for
Internationale Studier
Strandgade 56
1401 København K
Denmark
Tel: +45 32698787
Tel: +45 32698943
Fax: +45 32698700
uos@diis.dk

Prof. Attila Pók

Magyar Tudományos Akadémia
Történettudományi Intézete
Úri u. 53
1014 Budapest
Hungary
Tel: +36 12246755
Fax: +36 12246756
apok@mail.history.mta.hu

Prof. Tibor Frank

Angol-Amerikai Intézet
Eötvös Loránd Tudományegyetem
Ajtósi Dürer sor 19-21
1146 Budapest
Hungary
Tel: +361 460 4416 / 4369
Fax: +361 460 4413 / 4416
tzsbe@hu.inter.net

Dr. Frank Hadler

Geisteswissenschaftliches Zentrum
Geschichte und Kultur
Ostmitteleuropas (GWZO)
Luppenstrasse 1b
04177 Leipzig
Germany
Tel: +49 341 973 5560 / 5572
Fax: +49 341 9735569
hadler@rz.uni-leipzig.de
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Tel: +31 20 4446356
Fax: +31 20 4446500
cfg.lorenz@let.vu.nl

Dr. Matthias Middell

Zentrum für Höhere Studien
Universität Leipzig
Emil-Fuchs-Str. 1
04105 Leipzig
Germany
Tel: +49 341 9730232
Fax: +49 341 9605261
middell@rz.uni-leipzig.de

Prof. Ilaria Porciani

Università di Bologna
Dipartimento di discipline storiche
Piazza San Giovanni in Monte 2
40124 Bologna
Italy
Tel: +39 051 2097660
Fax: +39 051 2097620
ilaria.porciani@unibo.it

Prof. Lluis Roura y Aulinas

Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona
Campus Bellaterra, Edifici B
08193 Cerdanyola del Valles
Spain
Tel: +34 93 581 1186 / 1285
Fax: +34 93 581 2001
Lluis.Roura@uab.es

Programme Co-ordinator
Dr. Linas Eriksonas

School of Humanities
and Social Sciences
University of Glamorgan
Pontypridd CF37 1DL, Wales
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 1443 482310
Fax: +44 1443 482138
lerikson@glam.ac.uk

ESF Liaison:
Dr. Monique van Donzel
Science
Ms. Carole Mabrouk
Administration

European Science Foundation
1, quai Lezay-Marnésia
BP 90015
67080 Strasbourg cedex
France
www.esf.org/nhist
Tel: +33 (0)3 88 76 71 26
Fax: +33 (0)3 88 37 05 32
E-mail: humanities@esf.org

Contact for enquiries:
nhist@esf.org
For the latest information on
this programme: http://www.
uni-leipzig.de/zhs/esf-nhist
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