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Introduction

At the crossroads of cognitive and social sciences, social 
cognition is a “hub” sub-discipline. More than ever, social 
cognition researchers are intensifying their efforts to gain 
a better understanding of social behaviour and to find 
answers to the new challenges of our world. Given the 
complexity in the collection and analysis of the data and 
the level of information and skills needed to enrich social 
cognition knowledge with insights from neighbouring 
fields such as neurosciences, developmental psychol-
ogy, behavioural economics, anthropology, linguistics, 
etc., social cognition can only hope to explore new 
scientific territories by creating intensive collaboration 
between laboratories, generations and disciplines. This 
Research Networking Programme builds upon earlier ef-
forts to create a platform to facilitate European research 
collaboration in the field of social cognition and lead to 
the formulation of cutting-edge collaborative European 
research programmes. 

ESCON 2 capitalises on and extends the former 
European Social Cognition Network (ESCON). The aim 
is to further improve European scientific collaboration 
in social cognition by calling upon the expertise and 
knowledge of active European researchers on the fron-
tiers of social cognition, and proposing an advanced 
European research training package in social cognition 
that gives young scholars the opportunity to learn about 
developments in the field often unavailable in their local 
institutions as well as to develop scientific networks early 
on in their careers. The message for the new programme 
is that a key tool to improve the scientific environment 
offered to European researchers is to provide even 
more opportunities to directly “exchange” and “inter-
act” among peers as well as with experts.

The running period of the ESF Research Networking 
Programme ESCON 2 is for five years from March 2009 
to September 2014.

The European Science Foundation (ESF) is an inde-
pendent, non-governmental organisation, the members 
of which are 80 national funding agencies, research-
performing agencies, academies and learned societies 
from 30 countries.
The strength of ESF lies in the influential membership 
and in its ability to bring together the different domains 
of European science in order to meet the challenges 
of the future.
Since its establishment in 1974, ESF, which has its 
headquarters in Strasbourg with offices in Brussels 
and Ostend, has assembled a host of organisations 
that span all disciplines of science, to create a common 
platform for cross-border cooperation in Europe.
ESF is dedicated to promote collaboration in scien-
tific research, funding of research and science policy 
across Europe. Through its activities and instruments 
ESF has made major contributions to science in a glo-
bal context. The ESF covers the following scientific 
domains:
• Humanities
• Life, Earth and Environmental Sciences
• Medical Sciences
• Physical and Engineering Sciences
• Social Sciences
• Marine Sciences
• Nuclear Physics
• Polar Sciences
• Radio Astronomy Frequencies
• Space Sciences

Immersive virtual environment technology in the study of prejudice 
(Dotsch & Wigboldus, JESP, 2008)
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The questions “What is knowledge?” and “How is it ac-
quired and used?” have been at the centre of human 
inquiry since time immemorial. The last 50 years have 
seen concerted multidisciplinary efforts that changed 
the ways of conceptualising how knowledge is ac-
quired, processed and used. This handle on cognition 
has shaped the development of robust, sophisticated 
and cumulative bodies of theory concerning such is-
sues as the nature and impact of representations on 
judgments. Cognition cannot solely be regarded as an 
intra-individual phenomenon, as it is also transmitted 
and represented at a collective level. Because cogni-
tion is about the control of adaptive action at a social 
level, social cognition occupies a central position in the 
development of science and can be considered as a 
“hub” discipline as regards its fundamental and applied 
research.

At the interface of cognitive and social psychology, 
social cognition is responsive to key aspects of human 
action such as attitudes, decision making, communica-
tion, persuasion, judgments, memory, emotions, etc. 
In fact, social cognition promises to offer solutions for 
many of the challenging questions raised by our infor-
mation society: migration and social movements, risk 
management, political attitudes and the influence of 
the media, reactions toward the internet and other new 
technologies, the effectiveness of education and train-
ing programmes, marketing and business, democratic 
decision making and regulation in crucial domains like 
health, aging, and economic action. Interestingly, many 
problems that are primarily understood and funded as 
problems of life sciences (e.g., mad cow disease) turn 
out to be substantially affected by issues of mental rep-
resentation and public communication. 

By directing research efforts on the intricate combi-
nation of social and cognitive dimensions that regulate 
human behaviour, social cognition provides innovative 
and efficient answers to contemporary challenges. 
Signs of this growing responsibility of social cognition 
in the public debate can be found in the widespread 
impact of such books as “Blink” by Malcolm Gladwell or 
“Stumbling on Happiness” by Daniel Gilbert, among oth-
ers. A similar trend emerged in the scientific community, 
with the prestigious journal Science devoting its entire 
September 2007 issue #5843 to Social Cognition.

Status of the Field Social Cognition in Europe: 
contribution of ESCON 

Historically, the European Social Cognition Network is the 
result of a series of bold initiatives. The initial step was 
taken by Belgian, Dutch and German researchers and 
facilitated by means of a multilateral agreement between 
the respective Science Foundations in these countries. 
Three conferences (Nijmegen 1999, Heidelberg 2000, 
Houffalize 2001) were organised to examine the effec-
tiveness of a new forum for knowledge transfer among 
senior scientists, and to facilitate the training of the next 
generation of scientists in the field (PhD students). In ad-
dition, the committee secured ad hoc funding for a fourth 
conference (Paris 2002). This series was a resounding 
success. It fostered the exchange of the most recent 
scientific developments, provided a broad platform for 
graduate students to present their research projects and 
receive extensive feedback from experts in the field, al-
lowed students to network with expert colleagues and 
facilitated “cohort building” among young scholars in 
Europe. Several seniors made concerted efforts to find 
more enduring solutions for the development of intra-
European research collaboration and for the creation of 
a more permanent platform for graduate training. This 
initiative materialised in an ESF à la carte programme.

The previous European Social Cognition Network 
(ESCON) programme was funded for a five-year period 
by ESF Member Organisations across fifteen countries. 
Several indicators corroborate the success of the ESCON 
programme. No less than 308 social cognition research-
ers, of whom more than 66% were young scholars, took 
part in one of the four past ESCON Transfer of Knowledge 
Conferences. In total, 15 countries have been involved 
in the programme. 

The influence of European researchers and the repu-
tation of European training has greatly improved over the 
last decade, in particular since the ESCON programme 
has been supported by ESF. More than ever, the field of 
social cognition is influenced by new ideas, approaches, 
findings and methods that originated in European labo-
ratories. A sure sign of this evolution is that three of the 
world’s most highly respected journals in social cogni-
tion invited Europeans to be Associate Editors. Editorial 
boards have also changed drastically over recent years. 
From a situation of almost total absence, some 20% of 
the editorial board members are now Europeans. A direct 
consequence is that European younger researchers are 
now inclined to send their work to these journals and 
these international outlets devote a growing share of their 
limited space to publications authored by Europeans. That 
the recent success story of European Social Cognition re-
search co-occurred with the advent and development of 
ESCON can hardly be disputed. The ESCON 2 Research 
Networking Programme will ensure that more countries 
and a larger number of young scientists participate in 
the blossoming of this field in Europe.
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Aims and Objectives

Most evidently, the international character of research 
and the distribution of expertise across the diverse 
European countries are conditional on the existence 
of a European scientific network with a view not only 
to facilitate the development of joint research projects, 
but also to advance graduate training and facilitate re-
search networking of young scholars. The essence of 
the European Social Cognition Network is to provide 
such a forum. 

The objective of ESCON 2 is thus to be a leader in the 
promotion of social cognition research in regional and 
national environments where such research is less devel-
oped. The previous ESCON programme already took one 
such initiative by contacting and bringing Scandinavian 
colleagues together. This mobilised social cognition 
researchers in these countries and allowed them to di-
rectly connect to their European colleagues. Under the 
current project, a series of other national associations 
were contacted (Baltic countries, Croatia, Cyprus) not 
only to inform them about the activities of ESCON but 
also to make explicit the possibility for the researchers 

working in these countries to take advantage of ESCON 
2 for their training and research activities.

ESCON 2 aims to be involved in networking activities 
with the International Social Cognition Network (ISCON) 
and the European Association of Experimental Social 
Psychology (EAESP). ISCON is a joint enterprise be-
tween ESCON 2 and the US-based Person Memory 
Interest Group. As an umbrella society that advances 
international collaboration of social cognition scholars, 
ISCON is the official sponsor of the Social Cognition 
pre-conference that precedes the three-yearly EAESP 
General Meetings and the annual Society for Personality 
and Social Psychology conference. EAESP promotes 
excellence in Social Psychology research in Europe and 
counts 1 000 members all over the continent. In light of 
the similarities of the goals of these two organisations, 
the links between EAESP and ESCON 2 could definitely 
be reinforced. Indeed, the conditions for closer collabo-
ration are being examined (preconference as well as joint 
ventures for summer schools).

Undirected categorization effects in the recollection of race-ambiguous faces (Corneille et al., JPSP, 2004).
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Activities

This Research Networking Programme capitalises on 
and adapts two very successful activities, the Transfer 
of Knowledge Conferences (TKC) and Expert Meetings. 
It also adds two initiatives, namely a collaboration with 
EAESP to organise social cognition workshops during 
their summer schools and a web-based forum aimed 
at promoting the exchange of methods and techniques 
required for data collection and analyses specific to 
social cognition research.

Transfer of Knowledge Conferences (TKC)  
and Social Cognition Toolbox seminars

Over its five years of operation, ESCON 2 proposes 
to organise 5 annual TKC, each with 100 participants. 
Building upon the successful format of earlier editions, 
the 70% / 30% ratio of younger researchers and senior 
experts is maintained. Due to the extension of the agree-
ment with NSF, each TKC includes two keynote speakers 
from the US, along with two of their junior researchers. 
A similar agreement is sought with Israel, where social 
cognition is extremely well-developed.

Given the increasing complexity associated with data 
collection and analysis, the TKC programme includes 
one afternoon with Social Cognition Toolbox seminars 
(SCT). These SCT seminars provide participants with an 
opportunity to exchange information and experience with 
specific apparatus related to social cognition research 
(computerised experiments, advanced measures and 
experiment stimuli used in social cognition research), 
and to familiarise them with recent advances in data 
analytic tools and techniques. Senior experts are called 
upon to help disseminate knowledge.

The Expert Meetings

Annually, two Expert meetings of 12 participants are 
planned. The Expert meetings organised in the past 
have demonstrated the importance of social cognition 
as what we earlier called a “hub science”. Participation 
in Expert meetings is based on individual applications, 
proposals from the Steering Committee and advice from 
the Executive Group. The goal is to promote the creation 
of small research communities dealing with cutting-
edge research topics. The main criteria for support are 
the potential for new collaborations between European 
researchers at a senior or advanced junior level along 
with the promise of cross-fertilisation of theoretical per-
spectives and empirical know-how.

Priority is also given to scientific questions at the 
frontiers of current knowledge. Expert meetings strive 
to include a few experts from other continents so that 
Europeans may use these meetings as springboards for 
inclusion in international networks, allowing Europe to 
be a major player in the scientific debate.

The Social Cognition workshops

ESCON 2 also intends to organise social cognition work-
shops in the context of biennial EAESP Summer Schools. 
This will increase the visibility and attractiveness of the 
field among social psychologists and provide social 
cognition researchers with an additional opportunity 
for fruitful scientific training and exchange. Under the 
terms of the agreement with EAESP, up to 15 graduate 
students are invited to participate in a two-week work-
shop under the supervision of two high-profile experts 
selected by the ESCON 2 Steering committee. The pres-
ence of other students constitutes a unique opportunity 
for theoretical cross-fertilisation and network creation 
between social cognition researchers and other promis-
ing social psychologists.

The Web-based Social Cognition Forum

Rather than pursuing the idea of an internet platform for 
teaching and studying social cognition, a new concept 
has arisen among ESCON 2 scholars that an internet 
forum should concentrate on the exchange of meth-
ods, tools and instruments. This will be of great profit, 
as some ongoing experiences from singular countries 
suggest.

Targets and Milestones

As the facilitation of cohort building of each new gen-
eration has been, and will be, our central goal, it is of 
paramount importance to collect reliable feedback from 
younger scholars. ESCON 2 intends to install a regular 
panel with feedback about the immediate and mediate 
outcomes of its activities based on data from the partici-
pants. Particular attention is also paid to the trajectories 
of young scientists. For instance, we are checking the 
track record of first-time TKC participants and monitoring 
the development of their research networks. Successful 
experiences are also being examined closely so as to 
uncover the key factors that have played a role. A mid-
term report, using an international evaluation committee, 
is also planned in order to further improve the quality of 
the programme.
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Steering CommitteeFunding

ESF Research Networking Programmes are principally 
funded by the Foundation’s Member Organisations on 
an à la carte basis. ESCON 2 is supported by:
•	 Fonds zur Förderung der wissenschaftlichen 

Forschung in Österreich (FWF) 
Austrian Science Research Fund, Austria

•	 Fonds National de la Recherche Scientifique 
(FNRS) 
National Fund for Scientific Research, Belgium

•	 Fonds voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek-
Vlaanderen (FWO) 
Research Foundation Flanders, Belgium

•	 Ίδρυμα Προώθησης Έρευνας (RPF) 
Cyprus Research Promotion Foundation, Cyprus

•	 Akademie věd České republiky (ASČR) 
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic,  
Czech Republic

•	 Grantová agentura České republiky (GAČR) 
Czech Science Foundation, Czech Republic

•	 Det Frie Forskningsråd – Kultur og 
Kommunikation (FKK) 
The Danish Council for Independent Research – 
Humanities, Denmark

•	 Suomen Akatemia/Finlands Akademi 
Academy of Finland, Finland

•	 Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) 
German Research Foundation, Germany

•	 An Chomhairle um Thaighde sna Dána agus sna 
hEolaíochtaí Sóisialta (IRCHSS) 
Irish Research Council for the Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Ireland

•	 Lietuvos Valstybinis Mokslo Ir Studijų Fondas  
Lithuanian State Science and Studies Foundation, 
Lithuania

•	 Nederlandse Organisatie voor Wetenschappelijk 
Onderzoek (NWO) 
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research, 
The Netherlands

•	 Norges Forskningsråd 
Research Council of Norway, Norway

•	 Polska Akademia Nauk (PAN)  
Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland

•	 Fundação para a Ciência e a Tecnologia (FCT) 
Foundation for Science and Technology, Portugal

•	 Forskningsrådet för arbetsliv och 
socialvetenskap (FAS) 
Swedish Council for Working Life and Social 
Research, Sweden

•	 Vetenskapsrådet (VR)  
Swedish Research Council, Sweden

•	 Schweizerischer Nationalfonds (SNF) 
Swiss National Science Foundation, Switzerland

•	 Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) 
United Kingdom

Professor Vincent Yzerbyt (Chair)
Department of Psychology
Catholic University of Louvain at Louvain-La-Neuve
Place du Cardinal Mercier, 10
1348 Louvain-La-Neuve • Belgium
Tel: +32 10 47 43 76
Fax: +32 10 47 37 74
Email: vincent.yzerbyt@uclouvain.be

Professor Marios N. Avraamides
Department of Psychology
University of Cyprus
PO Box 20537 • 1678 Nicosia • Cyprus
Tel: +357 22 892066
Fax: +357 22 892071
Email: mariosav@ucy.ac.cy

Professor Anders Biel
Department of Psychology
Göteborg University
Box 500 • 405 30 Göteborg • Sweden
Tel: +46 31 786 16 59
Fax: +46 31 786 46 28
Email: anders.biel@psy.gu.se

Professor Ap Dijksterhuis
Behavioural Science Institute
Faculteit der Sociale Wetenschappen
Radboud University Nijmegen
Montessorilaan 3
PO box 9104 • 6500 HE Nijmegen • The Netherlands
Tel: +31 24 361 0089
Fax: +31 24 361 2677
Email: a.dijksterhuis@psych.ru.nl

Professor Klaus Fiedler
Psychology Department
University of Heidelberg
Hauptstrasse 47-51 • 69117 Heidelberg • Germany
Tel: +49 6221 547270
Fax: +49 6221 547745
Email: kf@psychologie.uni-heidelberg.de

Professor Leonel Garcia-Marques
Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences
University of Lisbon • Alameda da Universidade  
1649-013 Lisboa • Portugal
Tel: +351 21 794 36 00
Fax: +351 1 793 34 08
Email: garcia_marques@sapo.pt

Dr. Ana P. Guinote
Cognitive, Perceptual and Brain Sciences
University College London
26 Bedford Way
London WC1H OAP • United Kingdom
Tel: +44 207 679 53 78
Email: a.guinote@ucl.ac.uk
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Steering Committee

Professor Henrik Høgh-Olesen
Department of Psychology
Aarhus University
Nobelparken
Jens Chr. Skous Vej 4 • 8000 Aarhus C • Denmark
Tel: +45 89 42 49 43
Fax: +45 89 42 49 01
Email: h2o@psy.au.dk

Dr. Eric Raymond Igou
Department of Psychology
University of Limerick
Computer Science Building, Room CS2-025
Castletroy Co. Limerick • Ireland
Tel: +353 61 234657
Fax: +353 61 233 211
Email: eric.igou@ul.ie

Professor Petr Macek
Department of Psychology
School of Social Studies
Masaryk University 
Jostova 10 • 602 00 Brno • Czech Republic
Tel: +420 549 494 848
Fax: +420 5 41 61 51 00
Email: macek@fss.muni.cz

Professor Gerold Mikula
Department of Psychology
Karl-Franzens-University Graz
Universitätsplatz 2 • 8010 Graz • Austria
Tel: +43 316 358872
Fax: +43 316 358872
Email: gerold.mikula@uni-graz.at

Professor Anna-Maija Pirttilä-Backman
Department of Social Psychology
University of Helsinki
PO Box 54 • 00014 Helsinki • Finland
Tel: +358 9 191 248 76
Fax: +358 9 191 248 77
Email: anna-maija.pirttila-backman@helsinki.fi

Professor Grzegorz Sedek
Warsaw School of Social Sciences and Humanities & 
Institute of Psychology, Polish Academy of Sciences
Chodakowska 19/31• 03-815 Warsaw • Poland
Tel: +48 22517 9916
Fax: +48 22517 9917
Email: grzegorz.sedek@swps.edu.pl

Professor Karl Halvor Teigen
Department of Psychology
University of Oslo
PO Box 1094 • Blindern • 0317 Oslo • Norway
Tel: +47 22 84 51 87
Fax: +47 22 84 51 75
Email: k.h.teigen@psykologi.uio.no

Professor Frank Van Overwalle
Department of Psychology
Free University of Brussels (VUB)
Pleinlaan 2 • 1050 Brussels • Belgium
Tel: +32 2 629 25 18
Fax: +32 2 629 24 89
Email: Frank.VanOverwalle@vub.ac.be

Professor Michaela Wänke
Institut für Psychologie
Universität Basel
Missionstr. 60/62• 4055 Basel • Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 26 70 996
Fax: +41 61 2670 628
Email: michaela.waenke@unibas.ch

Dr. Rita Zukauskiene
Department of Psychology
Faculty of Social Policy
Mykolas Romeris University
Ateities str. 20 • 08 303 Vilnius • Lithuania
Tel: +370 5 2714620
Fax: +370 52714711
Email: laav@is.lt

Programme Coordinator

Dr. Claudia Toma
Department of Psychology
Catholic University of Louvain at Louvain-La-Neuve
Place du Cardinal Mercier, 10
1348 Louvain-La-Neuve • Belgium
Tel: +32 10 47 30 76
Fax: +32 10 47 37 74
Email: claudia.toma@uclouvain.be

ESF Liaison

Dr. Frank Kuhn
Science 
Ms. Caroline Eckert 
Administration

Social Sciences Unit 
European Science Foundation  
1 quai Lezay-Marnésia
BP 90015 • 67080 Strasbourg cedex • France 
Tel: +33 (0)3 88 76 71 42
Fax: +33 (0)3 88 37 05 32 
Email: ceckert@esf.org 

For the latest information on this Research Networking 
Programme consult the ESCON 2 website:
www.esf.org/escon2
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