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The European Science Foundation (ESF) is an independent, non-governmental organisation, the members
of which are 79 national funding agencies, researchperforming agencies, academies and learned societies
from 30 countries.
The strength of ESF lies in the influential membership and in its ability to bring together the different
domains of European science in order to meet the
challenges of the future.
Since its establishment in 1974, ESF, which has its
headquarters in Strasbourg with offices in Brussels
and Ostend, has assembled a host of organisations
that span all disciplines of science, to create a common
platform for cross-border cooperation in Europe.
ESF is dedicated to promote collaboration in scientific research, funding of research and science policy
across Europe. Through its activities and instruments
ESF has made major contributions to science in a global context. The ESF covers the following scientific
domains:
• Humanities
• Life, Earth and Environmental Sciences
• Medical Sciences
• Physical and Engineering Sciences
• Social Sciences
• Marine Sciences
• Materials Science
• Nuclear Physics
• Polar Sciences
• Radio Astronomy
• Space Sciences

Introduction

The EURO-XPRAG Research Networking Programme
aims to support experimental pragmatic research
through collaborations, workshops and conferences
in order to provide leadership for this field worldwide.
Many collaborations were begun through spontaneous
workshops as well as through a series of Experimental
Pragmatics conferences that have taken place biennially since 2003. The first workshop and one recent
conference have led to edited volumes (Noveck and
Sperber, 2004; Sauerland and Yatsushiro, 2009). The
Research Networking Programme is supported by 12
countries and includes researchers who are recognised
independently for their work in semantics, pragmatics
and psychology.

The organisation of the network aims to allow for a
mixture of top-down and bottom-up processes. It is
top-down in the sense that the steering committee aims
to maintain the general rhythm that has already been
instituted over the last decade. This means conferences
every two years and workshops in the intervening years.
We are also introducing a summer school at the end of
the fourth year. The network is bottom-up in the sense
that travel grant programmes will continue to encourage
collaborations, especially among younger researchers,
in order to keep the field vibrant. These innovative collaborations are expected to provide new material for
the workshops and international conferences for years
to come.

The running period of the ESF EURO-XPRAG Research
Networking Programme is for four years from June 2009
to June 2013.
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Research in pragmatics has seen accelerated growth
over the last ten years for two main reasons. One is
that the field has engaged semanticists and the other
is that it has continued to encourage collaboration with
experimentalists who have generated data by specifically testing between theories. Taken together, both
semantics and pragmatics are in a better position to
resolve theoretical disputes, to advance beyond armchair theory-making and to make their theories more
accessible to the cognitive science community at large.
Conversely, those who take an experimental approach
to the investigation of pragmatic phenomena have benefited from having multiple theories at their disposal as
provided by semantics and pragmatics. The upshot has
been the emergence of an interdisciplinary field known
as Experimental Pragmatics. Although this field has
advanced considerably due to multiple individual efforts, these evolving collaborations have sought a more
permanent platform. This led to the birth of the present
network.

The EURO-XPRAG network draws on first-rate expertise and access to advanced facilities. Linguistic
expertise from diverse perspectives is directly present
through its many members who are located in important
centres for linguistic research throughout Europe. Given
the experimental aspects, it is important to have facilities
in the form of software, equipment and, in some cases,
access to patients or other particular sorts of participants
as well as the expertise to utilise these resources. This,
too, is satisfied in each of the countries. The organisation
of the EURO-XPRAG network will lead to consistent interaction between theoretical researchers and those who
have experimental expertise. Our aims are fourfold:
• to get linguists more invested in experimentation and
experimentalists in semantics and pragmatics;
• to demonstrate how collaboration can energise a
field;
• to make Europe the recognised innovator and continuing leader of experimental pragmatics worldwide; and,
of course,
• to disseminate our findings and techniques.
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Aims and Objectives

Theoretical background:
Analysing communication exchanges
Communication exchanges can often appear straightforward. For example, a dinner invitation or a request for
the time can seem to follow a script. On closer inspection, however, human communication reveals itself as a
deceptively complicated act. One central consideration
is the intention behind the utterance. The receiver of a
message has to take into account the message-sender’s
intention and the message-sender has to take into account the capacities and interpretational abilities of the
receiver. An invitation to dinner from a colleague would
not have the same import as the same invitation from
a stranger. Given the central role of language in most
forms of communication, the words and their syntactic
structure are extremely important to communication
as well, but these are not completely determinative either. For example, while conventional meanings of the
words “the”, “boys”, “are” and “here” can be easily stated
and while the structural composition of sentence (1) is
straightforward, as an utterance it could still be used
to communicate many different messages depending
on the context.
(1) “The boys are here!”
Uttered by a father who’s been looking for his two lost
sons, it could be an expression of relief intended for his
companion; uttered by a gangster, it could be the signal
to engage in a fight or to flee. Countless other examples
similarly reveal that understanding utterances requires
not only knowing the semantics of words and the syntax
that structures them but an understanding of pragmatics. Given the thorough context dependence of natural
language meaning it becomes apparent that to provide
the full picture of utterance interpretation one needs a
theory of extra-linguistic processes such as inference,
memory, attention and so forth. This leads to the study
of pragmatics which takes into account such factors
while intersecting with linguistics.
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Adversarial Collaboration Workshops
One innovative aspect of this network is to bring together
opposing points of view around the investigation of specific phenomena. By creating groups consisting of, e.g.,
two theorists with opposing points of view and an experimentalist, the members of such a group would be in
the position to work out – in detail – specific predictions
that would follow from two (or more) given approaches
as they elaborate on an experimental paradigm. This has
been practiced among cognitive scientists in the past
outside of this area (see Mellers, Hertwig and Kahneman,
2001) and to some extent within experimental pragmatics
(see Noveck, Chierchia et al., 2002). Such workshops
represent an ideal way for a young researcher or an advanced student to be given responsibility while working
alongside more senior researchers.

Topic Areas

Scalar implicatures
If a waiter asks a group of diners whether they enjoyed
their meal and the reply comes, “Some of us did”, then
there is a clear implication that not all members of the
group enjoyed the meal. The implication from ‘some’
to ‘not all’ is an example of the general phenomenon
known as scalar implicature. In the past few years scalar
implicature has been studied using several experimental
methodologies: language processing, language acquisition and development, as well as from neurological
studies (Breheny, Katsos and Williams, 2006; Chierchia
et al., 2001; Noveck, 2001; Papafragou and Musolino,
2003). These studies consistently point toward a distinctive cognitive profile for scalar implicatures: they are
acquired relatively late in child development, they are
costly in terms of cognitive effort, they do not seem to be
available by default, and yet they are generated on-line
along with the normal incremental semantic interpretation — albeit with a slight delay.
For example, in one study five-year-old children and
adults were shown three toy horses. Later, all of them
were shown to jump over a fence. Interestingly, the fiveyear-olds were more likely than adults to agree with a
puppet claiming:
(2) Some of the horses jumped over the fence.
Adults are more likely to disagree, however, and reaction time studies show that adults require additional
processing for scalar implicatures. Other reading-time
and eye-tracking studies have since confirmed this
result, which has proved important because it distinguishes between different theoretical approaches (for
discussion, see Noveck and Sperber, 2004).

Presuppositions
Presupposition is one of the central phenomena of
pragmatics but, except for some work on definite descriptions, there has been no formal experimental work
on presuppositions. However, many of the experimental
techniques developed for conversational implicatures
can be applied to presuppositions as well and this research shows exciting promise.

Referential terms
Although at first sight the functioning of referential terms
might seem a straightforward matter, it turns out that the
interpretation of such terms involves intricate processes,
in which a large number of linguistic and non-linguistic
factors interact. Referential terms have been studied
extensively in linguistics, psychology and philosophy, but
each discipline has concentrated on different aspects of
the subject. For example, while syntactic and semantic
constraints on co-reference have received considerable

attention, little is known about how these two classes
of constraints relate to each other. EURO-XPRAG aims
to develop a comprehensive and integrated processing
theory of referential terms.

Metaphor and figurative uses
According to the so-called Standard Pragmatic Model of
metaphor comprehension, a metaphor is first understood
literally, leading to a reading that is false or at least very
odd, and then understood with its intended meaning as
the hearer carries out a second computation. For example, the following utterances would be rejected initially
as being literally false, prompting a listener to ‘try again’
and infer the metaphorical interpretation:
(3) That boxer is a creampuff.
Existing psycholinguistic work on metaphor has
generally debunked the Standard Pragmatic Model
(Glucksberg, 2001), giving rise to a different question: are
metaphoric readings as easy to integrate as literal readings? This issue is more controversial. EURO-XPRAG
provides a path for the resolution for these apparent
contradictions by bringing together theoretical and experimental researchers from various traditions.

Lexical pragmatics
Lexical pragmatics is a rapidly developing branch of
linguistics which investigates the processes by which
linguistically-specified (‘literal’) word meanings are
modified in use. Well-studied examples include lexical
narrowing (e.g., ‘drink’ used to mean ‘alcoholic drink’),
approximation (e.g., ‘square’ used to mean ‘squarish’)
and metaphorical extension (e.g., ‘battleaxe’ used to
mean ‘frightening person’). There is evidence that such
processes apply automatically. However, there is little
interaction between formal pragmaticists (who are mainly
interested in simplifying semantic description) and cognitive pragmaticists (who are interested in the mechanisms
underlying verbal comprehension). EURO-XPRAG creates the foundations for interdisciplinary research by
developing a framework in which the results of different
approaches may be integrated.
With scalar implicatures as a kind of template, we
have four main objectives:
• Systematically investigate the range of linguisticpragmatic phenomena;
• Verify that experimental paradigms test semantic and
pragmatic theory;
• Take measures from a variety of groups – normally
developing children, healthy adults and those affected
by pathologies that touch language;
• Determine the on-line generation for each phenomenon as well as the neurophysiological activity that
each inference evokes.
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Activities

Funding

Calls for proposals

ESF Research Networking Programmes are principally
funded by the Foundation’s Member Organisations on
an à la carte basis. EURO-XPRAG is supported by:

Travel grant proposals aim to bring together teams of at
least two researchers to conduct collaborative research
in experimental pragmatics. EURO-XPRAG kicked off
its first call in July 2009. Projects will be presented and
discussed at a workshop to be held at the University of
Leuven, Belgium, on 10-12 June 2010. The workshop’s
objectives will be to provide feedback on the experimental paradigms and their testing of semantic and
pragmatic theory.

Events

• Fonds zur Förderung der wissenschaftlichen
Forschung in Österreich (FWF)
Austrian Science Fund, Austria
• Fonds voor Wetenschappelijk OnderzoekVlaanderen (FWO)
Research Foundation Flanders, Belgium
• Det Frie Forskningsråd – Kultur og
Kommunikation (FKK)
The Danish Council for Independent Research –
Humanities, Denmark
• Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique
(CNRS)
National Centre for Scientific Research, France
• Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG)
German Research Foundation, Germany

Conferences
Conferences are crucial for the scientific success of our
programme. Much like the prior conferences, submitted
presentations will be selected by an anonymous abstract
review (by the steering committee members and other
qualified researchers). The first conference will take place
in Barcelona in April 2011. Further details will be available
on the EURO-XPRAG website (www.EURO-XPRAG.org)
as a date is confirmed and the conference approaches.
At that time, you will find information on how to submit
an abstract and on practical aspects of the meeting.

Summer school
The summer school on Experimental Pragmatics (which
will take place in 2013) will disseminate the results of
EURO-XPRAG to graduate students and advanced undergraduate students. The lecturers will be selected
by the steering committee. Each lecturer will offer an
introductory and an advanced course for one week each
of the two-week school.
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• Nederlandse Organisatie voor Wetenschappelijk
Onderzoek (NWO)
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research,
The Netherlands
• Norges Forskningsråd
Research Council of Norway, Norway
• Polska Akademia Nauk (PAN)
Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland
• Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas
(CSIC)
Council for Scientific Research, Spain
• Ministerio de Ciencia e Innovación (MICINN)
Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation, Spain
• Vetenskapsrådet (VR)
Swedish Research Council, Sweden
• Schweizerischer Nationalfonds (SNF)
Swiss National Science Foundation, Switzerland
• Experimental Pragmatics in the UK (XPrag UK)
United Kingdom

EURO-XPRAG Steering Committee

Dr Ira Noveck* (Chair)
Laboratoire sur le Langage, le Cerveau
et la Cognition (L2C2) • CNRS – Université de Lyon
Institut des Sciences Cognitives
67 boulevard Pinel • 69675 Bron • France
Tel: +33 4 37 91 12 68
Email: inoveck@isc.cnrs.fr
Professor Bergljot Behrens
Department of Literature, Area Studies
and European Languages • University of Oslo
Niels Treschows hus 718 • Oslo • Norway
Tel: +47 22 85 76 94
Email: bergljot.behrens@ilos.uio.no
Dr Richard Breheny*
Division of Psychology and Language Sciences
University College London
Room 108, Chandler House
Wakefield Street • London • United Kingdom
Tel: +44 20 76 79 31 63
Email: r.breheny@ucl.ac.uk
Dr Katarzyna Bromberek-Dyzman
School of English • Adam Mickiewicz University
Collegium Novum, Room 106A
Al.Niepodległości 4 • 61-874 Poznań • Poland
Tel: +48 61 82 93 506
Email: kasia.dyzman@ifa.amu.edu.pl
Professor Anne Marie Bülow-Moller
Copenhagen Business School
Centre for Communication Studies
IKK – International Culture and Communication Studies
Dalgas Have 15 • 2000 Frederiksberg • Denmark
Tel: +45 3616 9707
Email: amb.kom@cbs.dk
Dr Bart Geurts*
Department of Philosophy • University of Nijmegen
Postbox 9103 • 6500 HG Nijmegen • The Netherlands
Tel: +31 24 3616217
Email: bart.geurts@phil.ru.nl
Professor Louise McNally
Department de Traducció i Ciències del Llenguatge
Universitat Pompeu Fabra
C/Roc Boronat 138 • 08018 Barcelona • Spain
Tel: +34 93 542 15 54
Email: louise.mcnally@upf.edu
Professor Jacques Moeschler
Département de Linguistique • Université de Genève
2 rue de Candolle • 1211 Genève 4 • Switzerland
Tel: +41 22 379 7276
Email: Jacques.Moeschler@lettres.unige.ch

Professor Peter Pagin
Department of Philosophy
Stockholm University • 10691 Stockholm • Sweden
Tel: +46 8 16 28 13
Email: peter.pagin@philosophy.su.se
Professor Josef Perner
Fachbereich Psychologie
Hellbrunnerstrasse 34 • 5020 Salzburg • Austria
Tel: +43 662 8044 5124
Email: josef.perner@sbg.ac.at
Dr Uli Sauerland*
Centre for General Linguistics (ZAS)
Schützenstr. 18 • 10117 Berlin • Germany
Tel: +49 30 2019 2570
Email: uli@alum.mit.edu
Professor Walter Schaeken
Department of Psychology • University of Leuven
Tiensestraat 102 • 3000 Leuven • Belgium
Tel: +32 16 32 59 68
Email: Walter.Schaeken@psy.kuleuven.be
Programme Coordinator
Ms Tiffany Morisseau
Laboratoire sur le Langage, le Cerveau
et la Cognition UMR 5230
Institut des Sciences Cognitives
CNRS-Université de Lyon
67 Boulevard Pinel • 69675 Bron • France
Tel: +33 4 37 91 12 71
Email: tiffany.morisseau@isc.cnrs.fr
ESF Liaison
Dr Arianna Ciula
Science
Ms Marie-Laure Schneider
Administration
Humanities Unit
European Science Foundation
1 quai Lezay-Marnésia
BP 90015 • 67080 Strasbourg cedex • France
Tel: +33 (0)3 88 76 71 39 • Fax: +33 (0)3 88 37 05 32
Email: sch-rnp@esf.org
For the latest information on this Research
Networking Programme consult the EURO-XPRAG
websites:
www.EURO-XPRAG.org/
www.esf.org/EURO-XPRAG
* Authors of the original proposal
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