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Total article growth by journal business model 
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Subscription Open access content: 
• Currently growing at approx. 20% in 

2013   

 

• Amounts to a total article share (hybrid 

+ ‘’pure’’ Gold) of approx.8.2% in 2013  

 

• The total article share of all 

immediately accessible OA articles is 

12.7% including subsidized open 

access 

 

• In 2013, Elsevier published over 6,000 

gold open access articles 

Subscription content: 
• Continues to grow year on year at 

approx. 3-4%   

 

• Amounts to a total article share of 

approx. 87.3% in 2013   

 

• In 2013, Elsevier published over 330,000 

articles which included an increase of 

20,000 extra subscription articles 

There were in 2013, estimated worldwide 2,041,106 published subscription and 297,596 published open access articles  

Source: Calculation method draws on an approach pioneered in the 2013 BIS study and has since been proposed as the method to monitor uptake of OA in the UK.  

1600+ hybrid journals; 98 Open Archive Journals; 220+ OA journals 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/performance-of-the-uk-research-base-international-comparison-2013
http://www.researchinfonet.org/monitoring-progress-towards-open-access-in-the-uk/
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EU open access developments: mixed approach 

Green open access focus 

Gold open access focus 

Mixed open access focus 

RCUK 
Policy active since 2014. 

Compliant if: 

• Gold – CC-BY, immediate 

access 

• Green – CC –BY NC, 6/12 

months if gold unavailable, 

12/24 months if gold available 

but no funding 

Wellcome Trust  
• Deposit in PMC and 

Europe PMC within 6 

months of publication 

• Provides funds for 

APCs 

• Requires CC-BY for 

gold 

FWF (Austria) 
• Gold – CC B, funding 

available 

• Deposit AAM in sustainable 

subject/institutional 

repository under CC BY –

NC 

• 6 (or12) month embargo 

• Deposit in Europe PMC 

required for life sciences 

Telethon 
• Deposit in Europe PMC 

within 6 months of 

publication 

• Will cover APC’s where 

appropriate  

European 

Research Council 
• Deposit of articles 

in an appropriate 

research repository 

within 6 months 

• Deposit in Europe 

PMC required for 

life sciences 
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Green open access challenges  
Pilots and initiatives  

• Requires time and effort  

• Author needs to save the correct version of the article for posting to a 

repository 

• The repository will need to add links and metadata to the hosted article 

 

• Not immediate 

• Access is after an embargo period has expired rather than 

immediately, because libraries will not subscribe if the content is 

available for free immediately 

• Added complexity on repositories to host content which is under 

different policies from different publishers 

 

• Not free 

• No open access publishing fee for the author to pay because 

publication costs are paid for by library subscriptions 

• Needs to work at scale with the subscription model 

 

 

ShareLinks 

Embedded PDF 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.vsnu.nl/static/project/vsnupresentation/images/logo-vsnu.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.vsnu.nl/Workstudy/Universities-as-employers-.htm&usg=__TF-oKS010xhYZez7rDODNOX741w=&h=74&w=73&sz=3&hl=en&start=1&sig2=03VO-V51Gf8SONdHwVAaDQ&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=vOAt8c41hd_b-M:&tbnh=71&tbnw=70&prev=/images?q=VSNU&um=1&hl=en&tbs=isch:1&ei=YZmcTOSLBsG88gbGn5juDA
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Green open access challenges – embargos 

How to make OA policies sustainable?  

 • Green OA relies on the subscription model 

 

• Access is after an embargo period has expired rather 

than immediately, because libraries will not subscribe if 

the content is available for free immediately 

 

• Embargo periods are discipline specific and require 

careful consideration  

 

• One size fits all approach is not workable for all  

academic disciplines 
 

Source: Journal Usage Half-Life, Philip M.Davis,Ph.D. Phil Davis Consulting, pmd8@cornell.edu | http://phil-davis.org. November,25,2013 

End of Free Access, Scholarly Kitchen, Phil Davis, February 26, 2009 

“we canceled [our subscription] because of free online access.  Another year we 

might have resubscribed, but in times of declining budgets, it will be a more 

difficult decision” 
Leslie Czechowski, Assistant Director of Collections & Technical Services at the University of Pittsburgh Health Sciences Library. 

http://www.publishers.org/_attachments/docs/journalusagehalflife.pdf
http://www.publishers.org/_attachments/docs/journalusagehalflife.pdf
http://www.publishers.org/_attachments/docs/journalusagehalflife.pdf
http://phil-davis.org/
http://phil-davis.org/
http://phil-davis.org/
http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2009/02/26/end-of-free-access/
http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2009/02/26/end-of-free-access/
http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2009/02/26/end-of-free-access/
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Gold open access challenges – incentives & compliance 

0% 

10% 

20% 

30% 

40% 

50% 

60% 

70% 

850 

900 

950 

1000 

1050 

1100 

1150 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Wellcome Trust Open Access Articles  
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Nature (2014) 508, 161 DOI: doi:10.1038/508161a 

Enforcement by the 

WT started in June 

2012 (with funding) 

WT mandate 

since 2006 
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Want community to access my research 
without restriction 

Want to increase readership of article 

Less time between submission and 
publication than for subscription journals 

Have published in open access journals 
before and had a good experience 

Other researchers in my specialty publish 
in open access journals 

Funding body mandate 

Institutional mandate 

Other reason (please specify) 

No reason/ prefer not to say 

Voice of the researcher: why publish open access?  

Fieldwork took place  from 1 to 26 August 2013 with 6,009 researchers who responded to a survey of 100,433 individuals randomly 

selected from Scopus (6% response rate). Format was an online survey (14-18 minutes) using ConfirmIT software. 
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Questions… 

• Practical Question - Open Data? 

• How do you implement OD? interoperability, standards, 

incentives, sustainability, etc. 

 

• Implementation Question – Sustainable for all stakeholders? 

• Researchers – How much time does it take? 

• Institutions – What is my IR contingency plan? 

• Funders – How much will it cost? How do I monitor compliance? 

• Publishers – What embargo period? 

 

• Strategic Question - Culture change? 

• What is the value for researchers? 

• What are the incentives? … carrot or stick  

• How do you help researchers understand all the policies? 
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Thank you 


