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QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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The Guardian, 25 4 2007 

“Astrophysicist Stephen Hawking, 
accompanied by his physicians and 
nurses, floats on a zero gravity jet 
at 24,000ft above the Florida 
coastline. The plane made eight 
parabolic dips, giving Hawking the 
experience of weightlessness”

, 



Icelandic Settlement on Another Planet, 1929-1930
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the universe within us has only very 
recently been the subject of serious 
study. … Now, as we enter the next 
millennium, we are on the threshold 
of a truly momentous achievement 
that will have enormous implications 
for the future. For the first time, we 
will know our genetic endowment --
the sequence of our DNA. Then our 
voyage into the universe within
really will have begun. (Textbook)
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Since ancient times we have drawn 
charts of the sky, of the world, and 
of our anatomy. Today, a new chart 
is added to the collection: The map 
of our genome. … We invite you on a 
tour of the geography of the 
genome, exploring the 
chromosomes, the sequence, and the 
differences between individuals and 
populations. (Nature, 2000)
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Two key books:
– Ben R. Finney and Eric M. Jones (eds.) 1985:

• Interstellar Migration and the Human Experience

– Debbora Battaglia (ed.) 2005:
• E.T. Culture: Anthropology in Outerspaces
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• Barring nuclear war ..., a good chance 
Humanity is learning to live in space

• Colonizing interstellar comets
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“If our descendants do settle 
throughout the Solar System, 
“If our descendants do settle 
throughout the Solar System, 
humanity will never be the same 
again. The course of human 
evolution will change utterly and 
inalterably. This is because, by 
scattering through the vastness of 
space, our descendants will be 
setting up the conditions necessary 
for the rapid speciation of Homo 
sapiens. The threshold of space is 
also the threshold of quantum 
biological evolution”.
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Lucy
(Many, many years Before Us)





The earliest humans outside AfricaThe earliest humans outside Africa

• D. Lordkipanidze: Postcranial 
evidence from early Homo from 
Dmanisi, Georgia
–Nature, September 2007

• Variations in body and brain size
• A parallel development in space?
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The Sample of the Human Genome Diversity Project
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1. Outer and inner space: Overlapping 
galaxies of discourse

2. Climate change and resource 
depletion are likely to escalate 
experimenting with human settlement 
in space.

3. This is likely to fuel research on the 
human genome and the post-human. 

4. 4. New forms of biosocialities
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