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Background

MO FORUM on Research Integrity

• ESF Policy Briefing: Good Scientific Practice in research and 
scholarship. 2000.

• First World Conference on Research Integrity, fostering responsible 
research, Lisbon, 16-19 Sept. 2007.

• ESF Survey Report: Stewards of Integrity: Institutional appraoches to 
promote and safeguard Good Reserach Practice in Europe. April 2008.

• Workshop ESF Members (ESF & CSIC) Research integrity: from 
principles to practice. Madrid, 17-18 Nov. 2008.

• Madrid workshop lead to the establishment of an ESF Member Forum 
on Research Integrity end of 2008

• MO Forum launch May 2009
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ESF Member FORA: Rationale 

“ESF Member Organisation FORA” are 
output-oriented, issue-related venues for 

ESF Member Organisations, involving others 
as appropriate, to exchange information 

and experiences and develop joint actions 
in science policy.

MO Fora channel the implementation of 
joint actions by identifying best practices, 

developing common guidelines and making 
policy recommendations.



www.esf.org

ESF Member Organisation Fora
Participation per Forum

Titles of MO Fora Chairs & Co-Chairs # Delegates
Nominated by 
MOs

# 
Observers

Research Integrity Sonia Ftacnikova (SK) ; Pieter Drenth (ALLEA); 
Maura Hiney (IE); Livia Puljak (HR)

36 6

Research 
Infrastructures

Johannes Janssen, Chair (DE); Christian Renner (DE);
John Womersley (UK); Nicoletta Palazzo (IT);
Christian Rolando (FR)

34 9

Science in Society
Relationships

Manuela Arata (IT); Camilla Modéer (SE); Stefan 
Bernhardt (AT); Pirjo Hiidenmaa (FI)

35 1

Evaluation of 
Publicly Funded 
Research 

Anke Reinhardt, Chair (DE); Gro Helgesen (NO); 
Per Janson (SE); Ian Viney (UK)

36 7

Evaluation: 
Indicators of 
Internationalisation

Elisabeth de Turckheim (FR); Valerio Vercesi (IT) 23 1

Peer Review Marc Heppener, Chair (ESF); Fiona Kernan (ERC)
Stephen Simpson (IE); Alan Cross (EC)

32 7

Scientific Foresight 
for Joint Strategy 
Development

To be determined 19 2

European Alliance 
on Research Career 
Development

Nuket Yetis (Tubitak). Co-chairs To be determined 12

Total 227 33
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ESF Member Organisation Fora
Representation by country in the 8 MO Fora
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Overall, 18 countries are represented in more than 50% of the MO Fora.
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MO FORUM on Research Integrity, a summary

Focus

Platform that addresses both the individual aspects of 
research integrity and the structural science policy aspects.

Objectives

 Platform to present each other’s approaches, to discuss 
their strengths and shortcomings; exchange of good 
practices.

 Support and encourage organisations which do not yet 
have appropriate structures  to learn from the 
experiences of others and to initiate debates in their 
respective communities on adequate models.

 Channel European input to the 2nd World Conference on 
Research Integrity (July 2010)

Participation

Over 36 organisations (+ 6 observers)

Action Items / WGs

1. Raising awareness and sharing on good practices

2. Develop a European code of conduct 

3. Check list for setting up national structures 

4. Research on research integrity
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The Working Groups

MO Forum on Research Integrity

• WG1 Raising awareness:

Identify, develop and implement activities aimed at raising 
awareness and sharing information on “Good Scientific 
Practice” in order to promote Research Integrity.

• WG2 Code of Conduct:

Develop an European Code

• WG3 Setting up national structures

Develop recommendations for models for implementation

• WG4 Furthering research on RI

Develop recommendations for further study
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Activities ESF MO Forum

MO Forum on Research Integrity

• First meeting of the four working groups: Amsterdam, 23 
May, 2009

• Joint meeting WG 2 and WG 3: Amsterdam, 11 Sept. 2009

• Second meeting of the four working groups : Strasbourg, 27 
Oct. 2009

• ESF-ORI Workshop on Training: Strasbourg, 27-28 Oct. 2009

• Various between and within group communications through e-
mail and telephone.

• Third meeting of the four working groups: Split, 22 March 
2010

• Final report and European Code: July 2010 “Fostering 
Research Integrity in Europe”

• 2nd World Conference on Research Integrity. Singapore, July 
2010

• Fourth meeting of the four working groups: Rome, 11 
November 2010
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MO FORUM on Research Integrity

Deliverables: 

 MO Forum Executive Report: “Fostering Research 
Integrity in Europe”, July 2010

 Background and rationale

 European Code

 Defining and implementing awareness and 
structures

 Need for further evidence

 Recommendations for the future

 MO Forum Full Report (to be published at the end of 
2010)

 Joint publication ESF – ALLEA of the European Code
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Deliverables: The European Code for 
Research Integrity

• CoC is not a body of law, but 
rather a canon for self 
regulation

• CoC applies to research in all 
sciences and fields of 
scholarship: natural and life 
sciences, social sciences and 
humanities.

• CoC confines itself to standards 
of integrity while conducting 
research, and does not consider 
the wider socio-ethical 
responsibility of scientists and 
scholars.

MO Forum on Research Integrity
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The European Code: Media Coverage

• Research Europe

• PhysOrg: http://www.physorg.com/news198935321.html

• Forskning.no: http://www.forskning.no/artikler/2010/juli/256158

• Science Codex

• BioValley

• Science Daily

• Life Sciences World: http://www.lifesciencesworld.com/life-science-
news/view/152156

• Compute Scotland: http://www.computescotland.com/science-conduct-codes-and-
ethics-3513.php

• One News Page

• NatureBlog: The Great Beyond: 
http://blogs.nature.com/news/thegreatbeyond/2010/07/new_code_tells_european_r
esear.html

• Red Orbit

• Medical News Today: http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/195549.php

• Nature: http://www.nature.com/news/2010/100728/full/466536a.html

• Times Higher Education: 
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?sectioncode=26&storycode=4128
33&c=1

• The Lancet: http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-
6736(10)61201-9/fulltext
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Objectives of the meeting:

1. To debrief the outcomes of the 2nd World Conference

2. To discuss the implementation strategy of the Code

3. To discuss future implementation efforts from different 
institutions

4. To discuss the different implementation perspectives from 
different countries 

5. To agree on an Action Plan and next steps

MO Forum on Research Integrity
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Thank you for your attention 

More info at:

http://www.esf.org/activities/mo-fora/
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http://www.esf.org/activities/mo-fora/science-in-society-relationships.html
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