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Whaling andWhaling and
Polar Bear huntingPolar Bear hunting
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AD 1635AD 1635
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Walrus hunting in Spitsbergen in 1861Walrus hunting in Spitsbergen in 1861



First Swedish polar expedition to Spitsbergen in 1861First Swedish polar expedition to Spitsbergen in 1861



RemainsRemains of the of the minemine of the Arctic of the Arctic CoalCoal Company, Advent Valley, 1999Company, Advent Valley, 1999





WhalersWhalers in in SafeSafe Haven, Spitsbergen, 1908Haven, Spitsbergen, 1908



Carcasses Carcasses of White of White WhalesWhales in Van in Van Keulen Keulen fjord, 1898fjord, 1898



Glacier front in St. Glacier front in St. JohnJohn’’s s fjord, western Spitsbergenfjord, western Spitsbergen



Field camp Field camp of Swedish polar scientists in Green of Swedish polar scientists in Green HarbourHarbour, Spitsbergen1861, Spitsbergen1861



Tourist steamers in Advent Bay, 1898Tourist steamers in Advent Bay, 1898



The The tourist hotel tourist hotel in Advent Bay in 1898in Advent Bay in 1898
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in 1894in 1894
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Negri Negri PointPoint, , EdgeEdge Land= Land= ””StansStans VorlandVorland””, 1998, 1998



EkrollEkroll HarbourHarbour, , EdgeEdge Land, 1998Land, 1998
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MagdaleneMagdalene Bay, Northwestern SpitsbergenBay, Northwestern Spitsbergen





Tourists inTourists in MagdaleneMagdalene Bay, Northwestern Spitsbergen, 2002Bay, Northwestern Spitsbergen, 2002
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Minister Minister Wedell Jarlsberg signsWedell Jarlsberg signs
the Spitsbergen the Spitsbergen Treaty Treaty for Norwayfor Norway
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Periodization
• - WWI period – growing interest to the natural 
resources in general, and to the North in particular;

• - 1920s – idea of bringing new technologies to the 
wilderness: “Canadization of the Russian North”;

• - 1930s – forced industrialization, change of attitude 
towards resources and resource users, beginning of 
militarization of the North;

• - Cold War period; 



Major questions

• - patterns of resource use;

• - influence of science and technology;

• - international vs. national strategies in 

science
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