Scientific report of the ESF cross-CRP conference
Role and Expressions of Region during Periods of Crisis

Dick E. H. de Boer and Cosmin Popa-Gorjanu

Summary
The Cross-CRP Conference in Alba Iulia on ‘Role and expressions of region during periods of crisis’, 7-10 march 2013, was attended by scholars from all three CRPs within the EuroCORECODE-program, and two invited specialists. The participation more or less reflected the scope of the different CRP’s. The participants were housed in the premises of the Universitatea „1 Decembrie 1918”, and the conference took place in the main building of the rectorate of the university. The aim of the conference was to stimulate the cross-fertilization between the CRPs, the appreciation and understanding about the different approaches and to enhance methodological discussion, by focussing on a specific aspect of region, where the different CRPs could meet. Fortunately the response to the call for papers enabled the organizers to schedule a rich and coherent program. Next to the keynote-lectures by the two invited guests and the papers, the conference included a field-trip to the Transylvanian countryside. This field-trip showed aspects of the way in which the geophysical conditions, the historical occupation of the land and the consequent ways of settlement, and the development of social and cultural communities create regional identities. During the conference a meeting of the Scientific Committee was held, which was mainly devoted to the selection of the winner(s) of the master-thesis-award, and the discussion about the joint volume, which shall be produced as the printed result of the final conference.
Description of scientific content (abstracts of papers)

Giuliana Prato, Reconstructing Europe: Promoting Cooperation in the Balkans. 

Drawing on historical and contemporary material, I shall look at reconstruction and restructuring international projects aimed at fostering cooperation and stability in South-East Europe, with particular reference to post-wars-generated crises in border regions of the Western Balkans. Alongside official (institutional) projects, I shall consider non-governmental programmes promoted by voluntary associations. While institutional programmes and international agreements tend to be primarily concerned with the geo-political stability of this region - and of Europe, more generally -  non-governmental associations have focused on (often informal) cross-border cooperation at community level, taking into account ethno-cultural identity and historical intercultural and interethnic border exchange. 

Lenka Bobková – Petr Hrachovec – Jan Zdichynec, Upper Lusatian Region in the period of religious-political crises of 15th–17th centuries 

Using the Upper Lusatian region as an example, the paper briefly deals with four religious-political crises of 15th – 17th century in the Lands of Bohemian Crown,: the Period of Hussite wars (1420–1434), the period of reign of “heretic” king Georg of Poděbrady and splitting of Bohemian Crown Lands between two legitimate kings (1458–1471/1490), the first Estates´ Rebellion (so called Pönfall of Upper Lusatian towns 1546/47) and finally the second Estates´ Rebellion (Bohemian Rebellion), or more precisely the beginnings of the Thirty Years´ War (1618–1620/1635). All these religious-political crises afflicted also the Upper Lusatian Region with war and contributed notably to the forming of its regional, religious and confessional consciousness and to consolidation of the regional Estates (the first three crises). However, the crisis also influenced the affiliation of the region (and its change) to the larger political entity (the slow pass of the region under the Saxonian rule in the years 1620–1635). Moreover, the paper shows some of the aspects of Upper Lusatian regionalism, the forming of which was significantly influenced by four above mentioned religious-political struggles.  

Job Weststraate, Maarten Draper, Confession in times of crisis: the regional characteristics of the Reformation in the Lower Rhine area during the 16th and 17th century. 

As is generally known, the rise of the Dutch Republic with its Calvinist state church (i.e. Dutch Reformed Church or Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk) came about during the Dutch Revolt. This war of secession was fought in bouts of varying intensity during the late sixteenth and first half of the seventeenth century, which may be characterized as a period of protracted military and political crisis in the Netherlands. It dragged on until 1648, when the Peace of Westphalia was signed and the Republic of the Seven Provinces was internationally recognized as a sovereign power. Apart from a number of political, economic and constitutional issues, the question of religious confession was at stake in the Netherlandish struggle against the Spanish. The staunch anti-protestant policy of the Spanish Habsburgs created an environment in which opposing Calvinist forces gained popularity and power, even if the large majority of the population of the Netherlands initially did not share this strict protestant outlook, and many remained catholic. As the war went on however, support for the Calvinist confession grew, and it became the dominant religious affiliation in the Republic. In this paper we seek to explore the regional ramifications of the confessional struggle for Guelders and the Lower Rhine area. These areas suffered heavily during the Revolt, since they became the military frontier  from the late 1580’s onwards. It has been suggested that during the late middle ages and early modern period the eastern parts of the Netherlands and the German Lower Rhine territories were to a large extent coherent in terms of religiosity. An often cited example is the spread of the religious lay movement of the Devotia Moderna, that originated in the IJsseltowns of Oversticht and spread largely in the areas along the river Rhine, from the late 14th century onwards. In line with this view is the inference of the historian Willem Frijhoff, that during the sixteenth century the rise of protestantism in Guelders was part of a ‘Lower Rhine’ Reformation rather than a Holland-oriented Dutch Reformation. However, Frijhoff does not provide more than anecdotal evidence for his claim. In this paper we therefore seek to explore the religious orientation of three towns on the frontier – Arnhem and Nijmegen in Guelders, and the town Cleves in the neighbouring duchy of Cleves – using some empirical data on the assignment of ministers in the Reformed congregations of there towns. By tracing their places of origin and education, and, if possible, their positioning in Calvinist theological quarrels of the early seventeenth century, we seek to analyse to what extent a regionally oriented Reformed Church developed in the frontier area of Guelders-Cleves. 

Nils Holger Petersen, The Twofold Virgin Mary as a Symbol of the Mental and Religious Crisis in Sixteenth-Century Europe 
Most religious reformers of the sixteenth century were not negative toward saints as such, only against the cults of the saints. The figure of the Virgin Mary is interesting in this context. Martin Luther and other Lutheran reformers recast the understanding of the Virgin Mary in ways which make it possible to claim that a twofold mental image of the Virgin in Europe emerged at the time. A traditional Late-Medieval image of the Virgin as a protector, mediator, and intercessor, promulgated also at the Council of Trent, and the new Lutheran image of the Virgin as a saintly, humble and passive figure, without any merit of her own. These images will be related to the mental and religious crisis of the time and the claim made that the twofold view of the Virgin summarises main differences between expressions of identity in Roman Catholic and Lutheran regions of the time.

Flocel Sabaté, Political and Social Tension and the Cohesion of Catalonia 

The king of Aragon, such as lord of Catalonia from 12th century, was always poor and weak lacking of taxes and jurisdiction. He always needed to ask for loans to states, and these help to the king exchanging more privileges. With this background, on 14th century the states addressed to king invoking the general representation of the country, so-calling representatives of the ‘land’.  The duality between the king and the states led to a confrontation around the power. The king argued that his power became from God, whereas the states insisted on the collective sovereignty according to Italian models of communal representation. This crisis of political legitimacy entailed a social tension, where the states insisted on their representation of the ‘land’, including a discussion around the origin of the country and around the collective vision of Catalonia. The arguments gave in these discussions contributed to cohesion of Catalonia around the states. A permanent deputy of the parliament was created on 1365 in order to consolidated the duality among the king and the states, so, among the king and the country. The confrontation of the states against the king contributed to perceive the cohesion of  Catalonia such as a united country not identified with the dynasty but with the ‘land’. 

Michael Bregnsbo, National Regionalisms before Political Ideologies: Schleswig-Holstein in 1848 

1848 was a year of revolution. That also applied for the Danish state, however, the development here in which Schleswig played a major role was atypical: It led to a civil war as German patriots within Schleswig and Holstein seceded those duchies from Denmark and formed a new political entity endeavouring to join the new single German state being planned. The apple of discord was the duchy of Schleswig that was historically part of Denmark, but ethnically mixed between Germans and Danes. On both sides, regionalism or rather nationalist regional antagonisms seem to have overshadowed traditional political and social disagreements: even if free constitutions were passed both within Denmark proper and the duchies, both places also saw the formation of broadly based coalition governments consisting of aristocrats, conservatives, liberals and democrats. Everywhere else, people with such beliefs were fiercely fighting each other. What was behind this atypical development in Schleswig? 

Jana Fantysova, The “regional” imagery of Bohemians in the face of German “immigration” 

The paper discusses changes in consciousness of Bohemians (Boemi) produced by the influx of new, Germans speaking inhabitants in the kingdom of Bohemia (13th c.). The origo gentis of Boemi giving the principal characteristics of Bohemians was written by Kosmas of Prague between 1119-25 (Chronica Boemorum). During the following centuries this identity of the Bohemian people was enriched by new elements concerning the opposition to foreigners, usually enemies in a war. As a result of the importance of the German immigration and of the extinction of the ancient local dynasty of Přemyslides in 1306, this identity came to be questioned and reshaped. It is possible to note two kinds of reactions. The first could be seen as a “natural” one: it reveals that the situation of two different peoples within one land (or one institution) did not comply with the existing imagery. The second reaction consists in a political discourse aiming at the defence of the land laws, rights and traditions against the foreigners and exclusion of the newcomers. This discourse was created by the Bohemian nobility (warriors), and thus, among others, rooted in the tradition of the war. Afterwards, it was used and reused in different suitable situations and had an important impact on the self-definition of Bohemians in the 14th and 15th c. 

Dorte Jagetic Andersen, Regional Identity and Enclavization Processes in the former Yugoslavia 

Former Yugoslavia is a particularly interesting case for researching enclaves since the potential for ethnic enclavization is unprecedented. Not only is this area a part of what Vinokourov calls ‘the Fourth wave of enclavization’ at a global scale, following the disintegration of the communist systems in the Eastern parts of Europe and beyond - but in the former Yugoslavia, enclavization (juridico-political, de facto as well as potential) also reflects the nature of conflicts experienced in the 1990s. These conflicts had a mushrooming effect triggering the emergence of new states and a broad range of de facto enclaves. In regards of conflict solution, partition has thus been widely used in the Yugoslav case. However, ethnic divisions do not always have territorial continuity and with partition, therefore, the roots of conflict are not tackled - just the effects - and, as a result, the strategy only offers temporary solutions. If two ingredients are still present – strong ethnic ties/nationalism on the one hand, and some degree of territorial heterogeneity - then the potential for conflict remains intact. In contrast to national, regional identity-formation seems to counter such tensions. However, this is only the case if the specific regional identity is not conflated with national or ethnic belonging but rather attains a significance of its own able to contain nationalist and ethnic sentiments. To illustrate, I offer the Croatian cases of Istria and Dubrovnik-Neretva.    

Martin Wangsgaard Jürgensen, Strategies of suppressing saints and cult identities in the post-Reformation Denamrk of the sixteenth century 

This paper explores the question of saints and communal identity in Denmark during the second part of the sixteenth century. Specifically I wish to address the strategies employed by the new Lutheran Church, in Denmark established in 1536, and the Crown. Especially two modes to quell what in Lutheran eyes was considered the wrong veneration of saints can be discerned. The first being an attempt to ‘expose’ saints as weak, without any power. In this the saints were kept present within their previously dedicated spaces such as churches and chapels, only now accompanied by humiliating or degrading elaborations. The other method employed by Danish authorities was a strategy of damnatio memoriae, where specifically targeted acts of iconoclasm were supposed to eliminate the presence and memory of the unwanted saints. Both means had effects on the religious life within the community; however the question remains if the authorities of Church and state actually succeeded in their task? This is what I intend to discuss with my paper.  

Martin Klatt, South Schleswig at crisis points: Identity change in a border region 

My paper will demonstrate the interplay of changing national and regional identification in the Danish-German border region of South Schleswig (the German part after the border drawing in 1920) at two points of crisis. The first example, the economic and especially the agricultural crisis of 1929-35, showed an increase in extreme nationalist votes in the rural areas of the region, topping 80-90 % in several villages and towns, if adding NSDAP and the more bourgeois, nationalistic-monarchistic German National People’s Party DNVP. After the Second World War, the same region “suddenly” experienced a mass movement especially in the lower classes to abandon German nationality and seek “reunification” with the Danish pre-1864 “motherland”, including the expressed wish of cultural assimilation. While being national in their essence, both movements implemented regional traits, characteristics, culture and narratives into their ideological mission. I will discuss these strategies and argue that viable changes of identity in crisis remained the exception. Instead, even though regional narratives were employed, the national identity question remained in focus and decisive - not the least because of its institutional strength. 

Steen Bo Frandsen, National, regional and local identities in Northern Italy during the Risorgimento (1796-1859) 

Just like other national ideologies in Europe the Italian idea of unity had different regional nuances. The interpretation that finally won was Piemontese and strongly favoured a centralist approach in state- and nation building. Discussions between unionists and regionalists were a dominant feature all through the Risorgimento, and the antagonism between a unified state and a variety of regions and landscapes in a country that according to some was only a geographical expression followed the history of the Italian state. The role of regions and regional identities vis-a-vis the modern national ideology and the traditional parochial/civic identities in the Risorgimento is discussed with examples from Lombardy, the Duchies of Parma and Modena as well as the Romagna. The crisis / change of regimes in Italy in the first half of the 19th century offered new chances on a regional level, where the hierarchy between cities and regions was renegotiated and reorganised. 

Kees Terlouw, Crises in legitimation and the layering of identities 

Local and regional actors have to adjust to the changing political context when the political system to which they belong is replaced by another. To consolidate their privileged position during these crisis situations they not only have to adjust their political position, but they also have to re-interpret the legitimacy of their rule in the context of the changing political system and the new role of their region. They must transform existing ideas about the identity of regions to create new forms of legitimation. This paper focusses on how in the new political system which emerges out of the political crises, regional administrations legitimise their rule in the new political context by linking their regional identity on the one hand to elements the old established regional and local identities and on the other hand by linking their regional identity to the identity of the new political regime.  

Cosmin Popa-Gorjanu, Transylvania in the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries 

This paper presents the political evolution of Transylvania in the sixteenth century when the region emerged as an autonomous principality under Ottoman suzerainty focusing on the behavior and actions of the bearers of regional identity.  

Maarten Duijvendak, Mirrored developments? Regions in State-making 

Przemysław Wiszewski, Political crisis as a cohesive force for regional society. Silesia in times of Hussite wars 
Luís Adão da Fonseca, Portugal in the late fourteenth century: historical change rates in a context of global crisis 

Late Medieval Demographic Crises across Regions: The Political Paradox of Material Wellbeing, Keynote lecture, Samuel Cohn, (University of Glasgow)   
Assessment of the results and impact of the event on the EUROCORES Programme.

By choosing ‘Role and expressions of region during periods of crisis’ as the topic for the Cross-CRP Conference in Alba Iulia, leaving the scholars from the different CRP’s freedom of choice regarding type of crisis (mental, political, social, economic, cultural, religious, dynastic etc.), and regarding period (medieval to contemporary) the organizers of the conference hoped to enhance the exchange of thoughts and stimulate the methodological reflection on the different approaches within the EuroCORECODE-program as a whole. By inviting two specialists from outside the CRP’s they stuck to a ‘tradition’ which started already at the kick-off-conference of the Cuius Regio project in Tallinn, 19-20 Sept. 2010, and since was maintained at every CRP-conference within Cuius Regio. In this wayhistorians, sociologists, legal-historians, anthropologists, social geographers etc. have already shared their ‘outsiders-view’ with the group of researchers. In Alba Iulia, Giuliana Prato as an anthropologist offered a highly inspiring view of the role of regions and social networks in Albania, and the way in which identities were shaped and preserved. Samuel Cohn as a specialist on late medieval crises was challenged by the program’s focus on regions, to question the general phenomena of cruises in the late medieval society about their regional effects. These contributions were highly inspiring. Through their comments, moreover, they pinpointed common aspects of analysis and comparison. In the program of the conference, the organizers had created strands that had either a thematic or a chronological or a geographical focus. In this way papers from the different CRPs were nicely combined, which contributed to the interaction. The result of this was highly satisfying. Overall one may say, that the series of cross-CRP-conferences has shown an increase of mutual understanding and appreciation, and clearly stimulated the interdisciplinary exchange. In this way they offered an added value to the different CRPs and to the EuroCORECODE-program as a whole. The field-trip had an even greater impact than the organizers dared to hope. Not only offered the trip a very clear image of the different aspects of the development of regional identity in Transylvania, but also it enriched and intensified the discussion about the dynamics of identity thanks to the encounter with people, representing socio-cultural minorities, with long historical roots. In conclusion, the conference helped and confirmed the integration of the different ‘streams’ within the EuroCORECODE program, it contributed to the methodological reflection, and it led to new ideas, insight, and mutual understanding. As such it was not only a success in itself, but also a good preparation and ‘general rehearsal’ for the final conference.

Signature of Applicant,                                                                  Signature of financial officer 

Dr. Cosmin Popa-Gorjanu                                                                          Tamara Contor
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EUROCORES PROGRAMME

European Comparisons in Regional Cohesion, Dynamics and Expressions
Cross-CRP Conference:
Role and expressions of regions during periods of crisis

Organizers 

Dick E. H. de Boer

Cosmin Popa-Gorjanu

Program
7-10 March 2013

Universitatea „1 Decembrie 1918” din Alba Iulia

Departamentul de Istorie, Arheologie și Muzeologie

Str. Gabriel Bethlen, Nr. 5, 510009, Romania

Thursday, 7 March 2013

Arrival of participants and accommodation in the guest rooms of university (Str. G. Bethlen, Nr. 5, and Centrul de Conferințe Gaudeamus, Str. Ștefan Luchian, nr. 22)

21.00 Dinner

Friday, 8 March 2013, Senate Room (Apor Palace)

8:00 Breakfast at the university canteen

Session I: Chair: Bas Spierings

9.00-9.40 Reconstructing Europe: Promoting Cooperation in the Balkans,

Keynote lecture, Giuliana B. Prato (Commission on Urban Anthropology, University of Kent, Canterbury)

9.40-10.00 Discussions

10.00-10.30 Kees Terlouw, Crises in legitimation and the layering of identities 

10:30-10:40 Discussions

10.40-10.50 Coffee break

10.50-11.20 Steen Bo Frandsen, National, regional and local identities in Northern Italy during the Risorgimento (1796-1859)
11.20-11.30 Discussions

11.30-12.00 Michael Bregnsbo, National regionalisms before political ideologies: Schleswig-Holstein in 1848

12.00-12.10 Discussions

12.10-12.40 Dorte Jagetić Andersen, Regional identity and enclavization processes in the former Yugoslavia 
12.40-12.50 Discussions

13.00-14.00 Lunch at the university canteen

Session II: Chair: Dick E.H. de Boer

14:00-14.40 Late Medieval Demographic Crises across Regions: The Political Paradox of Material Wellbeing, Keynote lecture, Samuel Cohn, (University of Glasgow)   

14.40-15.00 Discussions

15.00-15.30 Luís Adão da Fonseca, Portugal in the late fourteenth century: historical change rates in a context of global crisis 
15.30-15.40 Discussions


15:40-15.50 Coffee break

15.50-16.20 Jana Fantysova, The “regional” imagery of Bohemians in the face of German “immigration”
16.20-16.30 Discussions
16.30-17.00 Przemysław Wiszewski, Political crisis as a cohesive force for regional society. Silesia in times of Hussite wars 
17.00-17.10 Discussions 

17.10-17.40 Nils Holger Petersen, The Twofold Virgin Mary as a Symbol of the Mental and Religious Crisis in Sixteenth-Century Europe 

17.40-17.50 Discussions

17.50-18.20 Maarten Duijvendak, Mirrored developments? Regions in State-making
18.20-18.30 Discussions
18.30-19.00 Discussion of the European History Quarterly publication
18.30-20.00 Scientific board meeting

20.30, dinner at restaurant

Saturday 9 March


8.00 Breakfast at the university canteen

Session III Chair: Maarten Duijvendak

9.00-9.30 Martin Wangsgaard Jürgensen, Strategies of suppressing saints and cult identities in the post-Reformation Denmark of the sixteenth century 
9.30-9.40 Discussions

9.40-10.10 Lenka Bobková, Petr Hrachovec, Jan Zdichynec, Upper Lusatian Region in the period of religious-political crises of 15th–17th centuries 
10.10-10.20 Discussions

10.20-10.50 Job Weststrate, Maarten Draper, Confession in times of crisis: the regional characteristics of the Reformation in the Lower Rhine area during the 16th and 17th century.
10.50-11.00 Discussions

11.00-11.10 Coffee break

11.10-11.40 Flocel Sabaté, Political and Social Tension and the Cohesion of Catalonia
11.40-11.50 Discussions

11.50-12.20 Martin Klatt, South Schleswig at crisis points: Identity change in a border region 
12.20-12.30 Discussions

12.30-13.00 Cosmin Popa-Gorjanu, Transylvania in the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries

13.00-13.10 Discussions

13.30-14.30 Lunch

14.30 Field trip 

Visit of symbolic monuments of Alba Iulia (the Roman and Vauban fortresses, Roman Catholic Cathedral, Orthodox Cathedral), Sântimbru, Blaj, Biertan, Richiș, Cetatea de Baltă.
19.00 Dinner at Cetatea de Balta

Sunday, 10 March 
Departure of participants. 
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