
 
 

www.esf.org 

What is EUROCORES? 
 
The ESF European Collaborative Research 
(EUROCORES) Programmes offer a flexible 
framework for researchers from Europe to 
work on questions which are best addressed 
in larger scale collaborative research 
programmes. The EUROCORES 
Programmes allow excellent researchers from 
different participating countries to collaborate 
in research projects „at the bench‟. They also 
allow, when appropriate, colleagues from 
non-European countries, for example the US, 
to participate. The Programmes encourage 
and foresee networking and collaboration of 
researchers to achieve synthesis of scientific 
results across the programme, to link to 
related programmes, and to disseminate 
results.   
EUROCORES Programmes allow national 
research funding organisations in Europe and 
beyond to support top class research in and 
across all scientific areas, by matching the 
needs articulated by the scientific community 
with their strategic priorities.  
Funding decisions on the projects and the 
research funding remain with the national 
research funding organisations, based on 
international peer review operated by ESF. 
ESF also provides support for networking the 
researchers and for the scientific synthesis of 
research results and their dissemination

(1)
. 

This way, the EUROCORES Scheme 
complements the EC Framework Programme 
and other collaborative funding schemes at 
European level. 
 
For further information see:  
http://www.esf.org/eurocores 
 

(1) Until December 2008 this is supported through a 
contract with the European Commission under the 
Sixth Framework Programme (EC Contract no. ERAS-
CT-2003-980409). From January 2009 onwards this 
support will be provided by the national Funding 
Organisations participating in the Programmes.  
 

Synthetic Biology: Engineering 

Complex Biological Systems 

(EuroSYNBIO) 
 

Following agreement with funding organisations in Austria, Belgium, 
Czech Republic, Finland, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, 
Norway, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland, United Kingdom, the 
European Science Foundation is launching a Call for Outline Proposals for 
Collaborative Research Projects (CRPs) to be undertaken within the 
EUROCORES Programme EuroSYNBIO. EuroSYNBIO will run for 4 years 
and it includes national research funding, as well as support for networking 
and dissemination activities provided through the ESF

1
.The Programme 

aims to support high quality multidisciplinary research. 
 
Outline Proposals are to be submitted by 6th March 2009, 12h00 noon 
CET. It is expected that Full Proposals will be invited by 21

st
 April 2009 

with 16
th

 June 2009 as expected deadline for submission. 
 
A Programme-specific website can be consulted for the latest updates at 
http://www.esf.org/eurosynbio 

 
Background and objectives 
 
Synthetic biology is the rational (re-)design of biological systems with 
useful properties. It is a highly interdisciplinary endeavour (Figure 1) and 
can be viewed from two angles: First, the engineering perspective, which 
entertains the hope of transforming biotechnology into a true engineering 
discipline with the corresponding reliabilities and accuracies in design.  
 

 
 

Figure 1. The highly interdisciplinary field of synthetic biology 
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Second, the synthetic focus provides a unique 
tool for confirming or challenging our current 
understanding of molecular events and system 
function, because only if we can reliably rebuild 
cellular properties can we claim intellectual 
mastership (“What I cannot build, I cannot 
understand”, R. Feynman).  
Both these aspects of synthetic biology, 
transforming bioengineering and advancing 
understanding through synthesis, need to 
undergo a fundamental transition to be able to 
tackle systems-level questions. This 
transformation will happen on two fronts: First, 
there is the need to transform existing and 
develop novel computational tools that allow 
taking our current computational procedures from 
the analysis of single items to the systems level. 
Second, it is necessary to support the 
computational change-of-scope with the same 
change in our workflows towards the “biosystems 
design laboratory”.  
The final element in this transition is the societal 
context, as synthetic biology needs to be aware 
of and effectively manage its societal impact. 
Therefore, the societal context will be integrated 
in its various forms from an early stage of the 
scientific and engineering endeavour, bearing in 
mind that it might be a vital element in 
successfully guiding the future development of 
synthetic biology. 
 
The first achievements in synthetic biology 
include the design and implementation of 
synthetic genetic circuits, the design of novel 
biochemical pathways for the production of 
valuable pharmaceuticals, and the de novo 
synthesis of bacterial genomes. The ultimate 
ambition of the field is to extend the mastery of 
biological engineering to systems complex 
enough to deal with grand challenges such as the 
design, synthesis and delivery of novel 
therapeutic treatments, affordable and precise 
diagnosis of diseases, novel routes to vaccines, 
production of liquid transportation fuels, 
bioremediation of pollutants, biocompatible 
carbon sequestration, and efficient manufacturing 
of biopharmaceuticals and biochemicals. 

 
Scientific goals 
 
This EUROCORES Programme aims to address 
core strategic challenges of synthetic biology, 
thereby providing a solid scientific and 
technological basis for the development of this 
strongly transformative field. These challenges 
include: 
[i] the rational assembly of systems in a context 

of Darwinian evolution,  
[ii] the development of computational design 

tools for biosystems design,  
[iii] the biosystems design laboratory, and  

[iv] the potential societal and ethical impact of 

successfully overcoming these challenges.   

 
Research topics 
 
To address the objectives outlined above, 
EuroSYNBIO invites research proposals that deal 
with – but are not limited to - the following topics:  
 
1) System assembly and molecular and 
cellular complexity in a context of Darwinian 
evolution 

The concept of truly rationally assembling parts to 
systems requires the ability to either fully 
anticipate the effect that the implementation of a 
novel component into a system will produce – 
which will be difficult to achieve in a system so 
complex as entire cells - or the capacity to 
drastically limit this effect by design 
(orthogonality). Essentially, there is the need to 
develop autonomous functional modules or 
subsystems that reduce the design complexity to 
manageable levels and then to connect such 
subsystems in a reliable fashion. This endeavour 
will have to face and eventually overcome two 
major hurdles: [i] the evolutionary background 

and Darwinian selective pressure that any 
biological system is subject to as a perpetual 
working condition and [ii] the inherent ability of 

biological components to establish interactions 
with their molecular surroundings.  
 
a) Autonomous parts:  
Research aimed at the conceptualisation and 
development of comprehensively characterised 
minimal biological parts and minimal biological 
functions of key importance for the design 
process. The issue at hand is how to start with 
existing biological molecular assemblies or 
networks, which appear naturally as highly 
context-dependent elements, and end up with 
reasonably orthogonal parts or modules that 
operate stably over a long period of time. This 
might involve research ranging from 
implementing orthogonal molecular interfaces to 
fine-tuning of dynamic properties, and could be 
applied to a variety of existing and novel model 
systems relevant for functional systems design.  
 
b) Subsystems:  
Research directed [i] at the assembly of 

subsystems based on autonomous parts to 
identify crucial elements that have to be 
considered in the design process, and [ii] at the 

implementation of novel subsystem 
functionalities. 
 
c) Synthetic systems:  
Research on all aspects relevant to rational 
system assembly, in particular research involving:  

[i] the implementation of suitable 

standardised interfaces between subsystems;  
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[ii] the implementation of orthogonality 

in cellular systems;  
[iii] and the assembly of synthetic 

systems with substantially novel properties 
following a synthetic biology approach.  
 
d) Refactoring genomic chassis:  
Research on suitable host systems to receive 
designs of increasing complexity. This can 
involve the design of reduced or even minimal 
genomes or the design of alternative minimal 
systems working on an orthogonal basis. This 
effort also includes novel ways [i] to decrease 

and limit the effects of Darwinian evolution on the 
designed systems and [ii] to facilitate 

chromosomal replacement and ectopic gene 
implantation. 
 
e) Understanding and overcoming the physico-
chemical constraints imposed by cell architecture 
on the performance of synthetic circuits: 
Designed circuits do not operate in a vacuum, but 
instead in the specific milieu of a living cell, made 
up from a highly specialised 3D scaffold with a 
spatial division of work and functions. There is 
thus the need to understand the rules by which 
the blueprint of the cell structure imprinted in the 
genome are then projected into a given 3D 
operative unit. 
 
2) Computational design tools 
The consistent application of the engineering 
design paradigm to biological systems is the 
hallmark of synthetic biology. The rational 
assembly of parts to devices and systems and 
anticipating and counteracting the impact of their 
implementation into existing chassis cannot be 
done without a solid and versatile modelling 
framework. There is an acute need for an 
extensive computational infrastructure and new 
computational methods that specifically support 
the rational design goals and the 
abstraction/orthogonality/assembly approach of 
synthetic biology. This is in contrast, for example, 
to the currently existing ad hoc systems-oriented 
computational methods developed to treat and 
analyse data.  
The synthetic biology effort should develop in an 
open-source, user-friendly computational 
environment that will facilitate collaborative 
editing, implementation and iterative revision of 
synthetic biology endeavours (part design, circuit 
building, synthetic genomes, etc.). To address 
these needs, research in the following topics is 
invited: 
 
a) Computational interchange standards, 
ontologies and collaborative environment: 
Synthetic biology will generate a large number of 
components and modularised functional devices 
and systems that need to be catalogued and 
characterised. Moreover, these have to be made 
interoperable and embedded in contexts that 
enable their use as building blocks in system 

design. This strongly requires ontologies and 
appropriated computational resources, model 
repositories and design frameworks that are 
currently not available and that should hence be 
developed. 
 
b) Data mining & integration:  
Research and tool development are needed for 
automatic extraction of design-specific 
information from literature and existing biological, 
chemical and physical databases, and its efficient 
integration in a standardised, interoperable way 
into the design workflows.  
 
c) Parts design:  
This includes tools for the elaboration of stand-
alone biological parts that complement relevant 
experimental, directed evolution driven 
approaches to provide suites of parts with 
different design parameters and novel functions.  
 
d) Model-based systems design, analysis and 
optimisation:  
Research is invited on the elements of a 
comprehensive biological design framework that 
integrates design tools from the part or minimal 
function level to the design of complex systems. 
This could involve:  

[i] developing a set of standard 

modelling objects to describe basic functions of 
standardised biological parts,  

[ii] establishing mechanisms for 

instantiating modelling objects according to the 
users‟ selections of parts from the registry,  

[iii] developing interfaces between 

registries and repositories and modelling / 
simulation tools through standardised protocols, 
and  

[iv] providing novel methods for 

computer-assisted circuit design, including 
optimisation of circuit layout according to 
behavioural specifications provided by the user, 
and specifications of allowable parts 
characteristics such as  binding affinities of 
transcription factors that are consistent with 
behavioural specifications.  

 
3) The biosystems design laboratory 
Generally, while our analytical capabilities in 
molecular biology have advanced to the systems 
level (“systems biology”), our synthetic 
capabilities have not yet taken this leap. Such a 
leap would entail three crucial elements: 
 
a) Megabase-scale DNA synthesis:  
The re-writing of substantial sections of, or even 
entire, genomes requires access to non template-
driven methods of DNA synthesis. However, 
while in principle feasible, these methods are 
currently highly error-prone and limited by the 
assembly of oligonucleotides to rather small DNA 
segments. Therefore, research is invited that 
either addresses the current limitations in de 
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novo DNA synthesis or explores novel 
technologies in megabase-scale DNA synthesis. 
 
b) The role of analysis:  

Designing dynamic synthetic systems relies on 
the availability of parameters that allow predicting 
the system behaviour. These parameters are 
usually unavailable, because they are difficult to 
acquire. Furthermore, systems are mostly 
described in terms of fundamental physico-
chemical parameters such as binding constants, 
rather than by parameters that might have more 
impact in a design context, such as the rate of 
promoter clearance. Therefore, research in this 
section could be directed at enabling the facile 
and rapid acquisition of design-relevant data in 
suitable throughput.  
 
c) Automated system assembly:  
The sheer scale of system-level synthetic 
approaches such as minimising or re-
synthesising genomes to the implementation of 
system-wide engineering protocols makes it 
highly impractical to proceed with the current 
standard laboratory practices. Therefore, 
research directed at expanding the existing 
synthetic capabilities in biological system design 
is invited, for example by miniaturisation, 
parallelisation and automation of current 
laboratory protocols or the implementation of 
completely novel, system-scalable methods.  

 
4) The social context  
Synthetic biology touches upon fundamental 
philosophical (“a minimal genome” – a minimal 
version of life?), safety (are complex synthetic 
systems safe?), and security (can such systems 
be abused?) questions, many of them inherited 
from a societal context that has been formed by 
earlier debates on genetic engineering. In 
addition, the transition from a discovery science 
to an engineering discipline may require 
significant changes in the way intellectual 
ownership is handled. Therefore, the Programme 
will foster close interactions with social scientists 
and other relevant stakeholders including policy 
makers, industry, civil society, the media and the 
general public. Answers to the above questions 
will guide the further development of the synthetic 
biology community in a fashion that is compatible 
with the requirements and mores of society. In 
this respect, the EuroSYNBIO Programme is to 
address: 
 
a) Philosophical and ethical implications:  
These include, but are not limited to, the very 
definition of life, which will influence the way living 
systems are understood, just as the 
unpredictable behaviour of systems with 
emergent properties and the concepts of 
orthogonal life might create new ethical issues 
related to the field.  
 
 

b) Safety and security:  
What has to be done to make complex synthetic 
systems inherently safe to prevent unintended 
consequences? How can synthetic biology 
contribute to solve current biosafety challenges 
(e.g. prevention of unintentional transfer of 
genetic material) and make biotechnology even 
safer and more reliable? Furthermore, 
developments in synthetic biology are to be 
framed within the global concern on misuse of 
new technologies.   
 
c) Governance and regulation:  
Are there aspects in synthetic biology that justify 
new regulatory approaches or are the existing 
regulatory frameworks sufficient? How will 
synthetic biology be influenced by the concept of 
“governance” and the potential inclusion of 
multiple stakeholders in guiding its development. 
 
d) Intellectual property rights:  
How does the transition from a discovery science 
to an engineering science based on the 
exchange and re-utilisation of standardised parts 
and systems, frequently only marginally 
improved, impact intellectual ownership in the 
biotechnology sector?  
 
e) Effective public dialogue:  
How can the communication between science 
and stakeholders, in particular the public, be 
made more effective and engaging? How can the 
scientific biology community ensure that the 
eventually resulting public debate on synthetic 
biology is based on a rather accurate reciprocal 
perception of challenges, risks, and potentials?  
 
 

Programme deliverables 
 
The Programme aims at delivering inter alia: 
 

• Identification of fundamental physico-chemical 
constraints that limit the performance of 
engineered circuits implanted in a cell and 
delineation of the rules of 3D design imprinted in 
the cell genome. 
 
• One robust conceptual frame to demarcate 
minimal, orthogonal biological functions and their 
translation into specific DNA sequences – or 
molecular devices - that can be efficiently used in 
the construction of a regulatory architecture and 
the implementation of synthetic functionalities. 
 
• A robust conceptual framework to implement 
standards that define the interfaces between 
orthogonal subsystems. 
 
• Concepts for the development of biological 
chassis that are resistant to Darwinian evolution – 
either by enhancing artificially the fidelity of the 
gene replication/expression machinery or by 
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resorting to alternative information-bearing 
molecules. 
• The construction of chassis of various 
complexities from bacteria to lower eukaryotes to 
mammalian cells that have been designed for 
specific engineering purposes such as metabolic 
engineering in strains of reduced genomic 
complexity, and drug discovery in mammalian 
cells with synthetic gene networks. 
 
• A suite of powerful computational resources that 
support the design of biological systems from de 
novo DNA synthesis to genome revision control 
to complex systems dynamics.  
 
• Miniaturised chip-architectures for highly parallel 
system analysis, engineering, and system 
assembly. 
 
• A scientifically well-founded and society-
grounded framework that addresses the synthetic 
biology-specific societal aspects of biosafety, 
biosecurity, ethics, intellectual ownership, 
governance and public dialogue. 
 
• A conceptual framework to treat the ownership 
of the constituents of synthetic systems in a 
thoroughly transformed bioengineering landscape 
of part registries, re-utilised part, and shared 
development.  
 
 
 

Programme synergies 
 
Fostering synergies and interlinking the 
elements: 

 
The EuroSYNBIO Programme addresses the 
challenge of implementing the synthetic biology 
approach to systems engineering across a broad 
set of disciplines, from cellular biology via 
technology development to ethics and law. It is 
foreseen that, whilst the majority of the 
Collaborative Research Projects (CRPs) will be 
driven by the natural sciences and engineering, 
the social sciences will be key contributors. In this 
regard, it is anticipated that the questions of 
societal and economic impacts of synthetic 
biology be addressed in two ways: 1) whenever 
appropriate, embedded into a project that has 
otherwise an engineering or natural science 
focus, or 2) in the form of projects dedicated to 
investigating one or several specific topic(s) 
within the social context of synthetic biology. 
Such dedicated projects have a cross-
Programme mission and should develop a clear 
strategy on how to engage the projects focussing 
on natural sciences and engineering, just as 
these have to show a clear strategy on how to 
communicate and articulate with the projects 
dedicated to societal impacts.   

The Review Panel may request the inclusion of 
relevant societal questions to the project before 
the full proposal stage. 
 
To ensure that the various scientific initiatives 
progress optimally and in an articulated fashion, 
the Programme will hold annual meetings. They 
will discuss the research progress of all projects, 
emerging issues or developments affecting 
several or all projects or the community at large, 
explicitly including societal aspects. Selected 
external speakers may be involved to address 
specific topics of collective interest.  
 
 
 



Guidelines for applications 
 

(Outline and Full Proposals) 
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Collaborative Research Project (CRP) proposals 
from individual scientists or research groups 
eligible for funding by the organisations 
participating in the Programme will be accepted 
for consideration in the EUROCORES 
Programme EuroSYNBIO.  
Scientists or groups not applying for or not 
eligible to apply for funding from these 
organisations (including applicants from industry), 
can be associated with a proposal where their 
added scientific value is demonstrated. Their 
participation as Associate Partners in a project 
must be fully self-supporting and will not be 
financially supported by the participating funding 
organisations.  
 
Proposals are only eligible, if they fulfil the 
following criteria:  

- Proposals must involve, as a minimum, 
three eligible Principle Investigators 
(PIs) from three different countries.  

- A maximum of 50 % of the Individual 
Projects (IPs) in a Collaborative 
Research Project (CRP) can come from 
one country. 

- Proposals must involve more PIs than 
Associated Partners  

 
Applications should normally be for three 
years although applications for shorter or 
longer time periods may be considered 
depending on the rules of the participating 
funding organisations. Taking into account the 

selection and approval processes, the successful 
projects are expected to begin their activities in 
January 2010. 

 
 

Online submission of 

applications 
 
Outline and Full Proposals will be submitted 
online. Applicants should follow the proposal 
structure as indicated in the application template 
for outline proposals available on the Programme 
website at: http://www.esf.org/eurosynbio.  

 
On this Programme website, links to information 
on national funding eligibility and requirements as 
well as to a EUROCORES Glossary and 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) are 
available.   
 
Prior to submitting Outline Proposals, all 
applicants have to contact their national 

funding organisations in order to verify 
eligibility and to ensure compliance with their 
relevant organisations’ granting rules and 
regulations (see contact persons listed on 
page 10).  

At the time of online submission of the Outline 
Proposals, the Project Leader is asked to confirm 
this on behalf of all the participants in the CRP. 
 
 

Outline Proposals 
 
Outline Proposals are invited by 6

th
 of March 

2009 12h00 noon CET. 

Outline Proposals will be examined by the 
participating funding organisations for formal 
eligibility. Therefore, it is crucial that all applicants 
contact their national funding organisation prior to 
submitting their proposals. 
In compliance with the rules and regulations of 
the participating national funding organisations, 
the requested funds under the EUROCORES 
Programme EuroSYNBIO can include salaries for 
scientific and technical staff, equipment as well 
as travel costs and consumables within the 
project, specifying the amount requested from 
each Funding Organisation. National policies may 
also require the proposal to contain specific 
additional information. Applicants should be 
aware that the participating funding organisations 
can make significant adjustments to the 
requested funds in order to bring these in line 
with their rules and regulations. 
 
Applications will be assessed according to a set 
of criteria in a two-stage procedure, to ensure a 
thorough selection of scientifically excellent 
proposals. At the outline stage, the Review 
Panel will select proposals with potential for 
scientific excellence, by applying the following 
criteria:  
- Relevance to the Call for Proposals  
- Novelty and originality  
- European added value (scientific)  
- Qualification of the applicants 
 
An Outline Proposal submitted must comprise:  
- A short description of the CRP (max. 1200 

words, including objectives, milestones, 
methodologies (for example experiments and 
fieldwork); 

o Short description of how (and why) the 
partners contributing to the CRP will 
work together; 

http://www.esf.org/eurosynbio
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- Short CVs of Project Leader (PL), all PIs and 
Associate Partners (max. one page each, 
including five most relevant publications);  

- Estimated budget (consistent with the rules of 
relevant national funding organisation) 
tabulated according to a provided template. 

 
Associated Partners (APs) are also considered 
part of a CRP and will be assessed as such at 
both the Outline and Full Proposal stage. 
 
It is important that ethical clearance of relevant 
national or international committees has been 
obtained before funding is granted. It is the 
responsibility of applicants to clarify this with their 
national contact points. 
 
It will be assumed that arrangements for the 
handling of IPR (Intellectual Property Rights) will 
be in place within projects, following the 
applicable national legislation and national 
funding organisation‟s rules. Applicants are 
strongly urged to have such arrangements in 
place, covering all research groups (including any 
associated groups) before the start of the 
projects. It is expected that the results obtained 
by the projects supported under this 
EUROCORES Programme will be placed in the 
public domain. 
 
 

Full Proposals 
 
Full Proposals will be invited following the 
recommendations of the Review Panel.  The 
deadline for full proposals will be announced 
later, but is expected to be around 16

th 
June 

2009.  

 
Please note that only applicants who submitted 
an Outline Proposal can submit a Full Proposal.  
 
For the Full Collaborative Research Project 
(CRP) proposals, the most important selection 
criterion is “Scientific quality”. Other criteria 
include interdisciplinarity (according to the scope 
of the call), qualification of applicants, level of 
integration and collaboration, feasibility and 
appropriateness of methodologies, European 
added value, relation to other projects (risk of 
double-funding) and suitability of budget 
requirements.  
 
The Full Proposals will be assessed by at least 
three independent external expert referees who 
are selected by the ESF from a pool of scientists 

suggested by the participating funding 
organisations, the Review Panel and the ESF 
office. A list of all referee names used for the 
international peer review will be published once 
the selection process has been completed.  
 
After receiving the referee reports, they will be 
made available (anonymous) to the applicants for 
their information and for commenting (optional). 
The Review Panel will rank all Full Proposals 
based on the assessment of the Full Proposal, 
the anonymous referee reports and the 
applicant‟s responses to these.  
The Review Panel will create a ranked list 
consisting of the best Full Proposals and will 
subsequently make recommendations to the 
Management Committee for the funding of these 
proposals. The actual granting of the funds to the 
Individual Projects on the ranked list will depend 
on the total amount of funds available in each 
participating Funding Organisations. The use of 
funds in a project will be subject to the rules and 
regulations of each participating Funding 
Organisation as well as to the national laws of 
those countries. 
 
Full proposals must include a well-argued 
scientific case (both for the collaboration 
envisaged and for the individual contributions), a 
list of participants, a detailed tabulated budget 
and other supporting information. A single, 
common scientific case must be made throughout 
the proposal to demonstrate an aim for scientific 
synergy and integration of multinational expertise. 
In addition, the amount requested from each 
national funding organisation has to be clearly 
and separately specified. Detailed instructions on 
requirements and how to complete the 
application will be made available once Full 
Proposals are being invited.  
 
The Project Leader will be the main CRP 

proposal contact point for ESF for the duration of 
the project. He/she will be responsible for 
representing the Collaborative Research Project, 
for its participation in programme activities, and 
for any reporting requirements placed on the 
project as a whole.  
 
All Principal Investigators will be responsible for 

dealing with the requirements concerning the 
contributions of their own funding organisation. 
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Programme Structure 
and Management 
 
Programme Structure 

The overall responsibility for the governance of 
the programme lies with a Management 
Committee, whose membership is formed by one 

representative from each participating funding 
organisation (usually a senior science manager) 
together with an ESF representative.  
 
Proposal assessment and selection are the 
responsibility of an international, independent 
Review Panel. The members of this panel are 
leading scientists, appointed by ESF following 
suggestions from participating Funding 
Organisations. The membership of the Review 
Panel will be available on the Programme 
website for information. The Review Panel is also 
expected to monitor the overall scientific progress 
of the programme.   
 
The Scientific Committee which is formed by the 
Project Leaders of all funded CRPs will be 
responsible for proposing a Programme work-
plan including networking activities for scientific 
synergy in the EUROCORES Programme. They 
will also advice and support the EUROCORES 
Programme Coordinator in the coordination of 
networking activities.   
 
 

Programme Networking 
 

Networking activities are designed to strengthen 
the science objectives of this EUROCORES 
Programme by promoting coherence in the 
activities of the science community involved. This 
will provide the European added-value which is 
the central objective of any EUROCORES 
Programme.  
 
Networking and collaboration within 
EUROCORES Programmes takes place at two 
levels:  

1. between the various Individual Projects 
within each Collaborative Research 
Project (CRP) and  

2. between the funded CRPs within the 
programme as a whole.   

The intra-CRP activities are supported through 
the research grants each participant receives 
from the participating funding organisations in the 
given CRP. The cross-CRP activities are funded 

through contributions to the EUROCORES 
Programme.  
 
The intra-CRP collaboration is motivated by the 
nature of the CRP‟s research objectives, i.e., by 
the scope and the complexity of the questions it 
deals with. In a CRP, the participating groups 
have the opportunity to gather the required critical 
mass to successfully address the objectives and 
challenges of their project.  
 
The cross-CRP networking and collaboration is 
stirred by the aims and the nature of the 
EUROCORES Programme. The theme which 
was the basis of this EUROCORES Programme 
has been selected for its clear need of 
collaboration in the proposed field. The funded 
CRPs will collectively set up and further 
streamline this new collaboration. To this end, the 
CRPs will engage the programme participants 
and, when of clear benefit, colleagues from 
outside the programme in joint activities such as:  

 Programme-wide meetings or 
conferences 

 Working Group meetings for the 
exchange of information and results 
across the CRPs;  

 Joint scientific meetings or summer 
schools; 

 Short term visits;  

 Development and delivery of joint 
training schemes;  

 Seminars, Workshops, symposia, invited 
sessions either stand-alone or as part of 
other larger events; 

 Common web-facilities and publications. 
 
Through active participation of scientists in the 
above mentioned activities, not only existing 
collaborations are enhanced but new and 
strategic partnership opportunities are also 
identified.  
Furthermore, these activities may provide 
opportunities to explore aspects of the 
programme which are not covered by the funded 
research projects.  
 
The integrative activities between the CRPs will 
help to strengthen the field by building coherence 
within the emerging research community and will 
serve as a platform for the research work which is 
conducted in the programme. 
 
Project members are expected to participate 
annually in at least one cross-CRP activity.  
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When submitting your proposal, please note that 
the costs for networking within your CRP should 
be budgeted for in your proposal. Funds for 
networking between the CRPs will be centrally 
managed by the ESF through contributions from 
the participating funding organisations.  
 
 

Programme evaluation 
 
A “light” Mid-Term evaluation, involving the 
Review Panel, will evaluate the overall progress 
of the Programme. Here, the Review Panel may 
comment on the CRPs‟ work plan in relation to 
the objectives of the overall Programme. A final 
evaluation at the end of the Programme will 
evaluate the achievements of the whole 
EUROCORES Programme. 
 
 

 
 



Contacts in the participating organisations 
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Austria: 
 
Austrian Science Fund (FWF) 
 
Dr. Claudia Pacher  
Haus der Forschung  
Sensengasse 1  
1090 Wien  
Tel: +43 1 505 67 40 ext. 8210  
E-mail: Claudia.pacher@fwf.ac.at  
 
 

Belgium: 
 
Fonds National de la Recherche Scientifique 
(FNRS)  
 
Dr. Bruno Moraux  
5 rue d‟Egmont 
1000 Bruxelles  
Tel: +32 2 504 93 05  
Fax: +32 2 514 00 06  
E-mail: bruno.moraux@frs-fnrs-mobility.be 
 
Fund for Scientific Research-Flanders (FWO)  
 
Dr. Benno Hinnekint  
Fund for Scientific Research-Flanders (FWO)  
Egmontstraat 5  
1000 Brussels  
Tel: +32 2 550 15 31  
Fax: +32 2 512 58 90 
E-mail: bhinnekint@fwo.be 
 
 

Czech Republic: 
 
Czech Science Foundation (GACR) 
 
Dr. Veronika Paleckova  
Narodni 3  
11000 Prague 1  
Tel: +420 227 088 861 
E-mail: veronika.paleckova@gacr.cas.cz  

 
 

Finland: 
 
The Academy of Finland (AF), Research 
Council for Biosciences and Environment 
(RCBE) 
 
Dr. Hannele Lahtinen 
P.O. Box 99  
Vilhonvuorenkatu 6 
00501 Helsinki 
Tel: +358 9 7748 8409 
Fax : +358 9 7748 8371 
E-mail: hannele.lahtinen@aka.fi 

 

The Academy of Finland (AF), Council for 
Health 
 
Dr. Sara Illman 
P.O. Box 99  
Vilhonvuorenkatu 6 
00501 Helsinki 
Tel: +358 9 7748 8294 
E-mail: sara.illman@aka.fi 

 
The Academy of Finland (AF), Council for 
Natural Sciences and Engineering 
 
Dr. Ritva Taurio 
P.O. Box 99  
Vilhonvuorenkatu 6 
00501 Helsinki 
Tel: +358 9 7748 8384 
E-mail: ritva.taurio@aka.fi 

 
 
Germany: 
 
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG)  
 
Dr. Nikolai Raffler  
Kennedyallee 40  
53175 Bonn  
Tel: +49 228 885 2441 
E-mail: Nikolai.raffler@dfg.de  

 
 

Italy: 
 
Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche (CNR)  
 

Dr. Anna D’Amato  
Dipartimento per le Attivita‟ Internazionali  
Piazzale Aldo Moro  
00185 Rome  
Tel: +39 06 4993 3434 
Fax: +39 06 4993 3028  
E-mail: anna.damato@cnr.it  
 

 
Luxembourg: 
 
Fonds National de la Recherche (FNR) 
 
Mr. Carlo Duprel 
Address 
6, rue de Saint Exupéry 
1017 Luxembourg 
Tel: +352 26 19 25 37 
Fax :+352 26 19 25 35 
E-mail: carlo.duprel@fnr.lu 
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The Netherlands:  
 

Netherlands Organisation for Scientific 
Research (NWO)  
 

 Dr. Cynthia Naus 
PO Box 93138  
2509 AC The Hague  
Tel: +31 70 34 40 694 
Fax: +31 70 34 40 741 
E-mail: naus@nwo.nl 

 
 

Norway:  
 
The Research Council of Norway (RCN) 
 
Dr. Jacob. E. Wang  
Stensberrggata 26  
PO Box 2700  
St. Hanshaugen  
0131 Oslo  
Tel: +47 2203 73 25 
Fax: +47 2203 70 01  
E-mail: jew@rcn.no  

 
 

Romania: 
 
National University Research Council (NURC) 
 
Mrs. Monica Cruceru 
1 Shitu Magureanu Ave.  
76626, sector 5 BUCHAREST  
Tel: +40 21 307 1961 
Fax: +40 21 307 1919 
E-mail: Monica.cruceru@uefiscscu.ro 

 
 
Slovakia: 
 
Slovak Research and Development Agency 
(SRDA) 
 
Dr. Sonia Ftacnikova 
Mytna 23 
PO Box 346 
814 99 Bratislava 
Tel: +42 125 72 04 502 
E-mail: ftacnik@apvv.sk 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Slovenia: 
 
Slovenian Research Agency (ARRS) 
 
Dr. Primoz Pristovsek 
Tivolska Cesta 30 
SI-1000 Ljubljana 
Tel: +386 1 400 5971 
Fax : +386 1 400 5975 
E-mail: primoz.pristovsek@arrs.si 

 
 

Switzerland: 
 
Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)  
 
Dr.  Aysim Yilmaz 
Wildhainweg 3  
PO Box 8232  
3001 Bern  
Tel: +41 31 308 22 22 
E-mail: ayilmaz@snf.ch 
 

United Kingdom: 
 

Economic and Social Research Council 
(EPSCR) 
 
Dr Hannah Foreman 
 
Polaris House 
North Star Avenue 
Swindon, SN2 1UH 
Tel: +44 1793 44 44 28 
Fax : +44 1793 413 001 
E-mail: Hannah.foreman@EPSRC.ac.uk 

 
Biotechnology and Biological Sciences 
Research Council (BBSRC)  
 
Dr Rowan McKibbin 
 
Polaris House 
North Star Avenue 
Swindon, SN2 1UH 
Tel: +44 1793 41 33 40 
Fax : +44 1793 413 201 
E-mail: rowan.mckibbin@bbsrc.ac.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ayilmaz@snf.ch
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ESF Contact: 
 
Mr. Paul Beckers 
EUROCORES Coordinator 
European Science Foundation 
1 quai Lezay-Marnesia 
67080 Strasbourg 
France 
Tel: 0033-38876 2173 
Fax: 0033-3-88370532  
Email: eurosynbio@esf.org   
           pbecker@esf.org  
  

 

 
The European Science Foundation (ESF) provides a 
platform for its Member Organisations to advance 
European research and explore new directions for 
research at the European level.  
Established in 1974 as an independent non-
governmental organisation, the ESF currently serves 77 
Member Organisations across 30 countries. 
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