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Pieter J.D.Drenth (1935, Ooststellingwerf, Netherlands) studied psychology at the Vrije Universteit Amsterdam, and New York University (Fulbright scholarship) in New York. He received his PhD in 1960.

He has been a Professor of Psychology since 1967 and Emeritus Professor since 2006 at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. He was Visiting Professor at Washington University, St. Louis, USA (1966) and University of Washington, Seattle, USA (1977).

From 1982-1987 he served as Rector Magnificus of the Vrije Universiteit, and from 1990 – 1996 as President of the Royal Netherlands’ Academy of Arts and Sciences. From 2000 – 2006 he was President (and since 2006 Honorary President) of ALLEA (All European Academies, i.e. the European Federation of national Academies of Sciences and Humanities).

