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The immune system is evolved to
protect our body against a variety of
infectious agents which can cause
serious and often fatal diseases. We
now appreciate that the immune
system is also involved in
surveillance of malignant
transformation of normal cells that
constitute our body, as well as
rejection of transplanted organs.
Dysregulation of immune responses
results in unwanted outcomes such
as allergy, autoimmunity and other
inflammatory disorders. Modern
immunology using newly developed
technology, including establishment
of monoclonal antibodies, long-term
cell culture systems, recombinant
DNA/RNA techniques, creation of
genetically engineered (transgenic
and knock-out) mice and rats, has
greatly advanced our understanding
of basic mechanisms underlying
immune responses in a variety of
physiological and pathological
settings. Of note, some of such
critical findings in laboratory animals
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