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Relevance and Impact of the Humanities 
Against the background of an increasing demand for transparent and appropriate instruments to 

assess quality and impact of various kinds of research and to ensure accountability of public money 

spent on it, the humanities get more and more under pressure. In the context of the ongoing debate 

on research eva luation, metrics, ranking and benchmarks, the very characteristics of the humanities 

and its specifi c thinking traditions, publication patterns, community sizes and resource requirements 

seem to be a natural contradiction to simple bibliometric indicators. For the future of humanities 

research diff erent criteria should be developed which are more in line with their own research 

traditions. At the European level, important steps into this direction were recently undertaken 

both by the European Science Foundation with the development of an own journal index for the 

humanities (ERIH – European Research Index for the Humanities) and by the HERA network 

(Humanities in the European Research Area).

Th e workshop intends to refl ect on this debate but to also enlarge the topic by the dimensions of 

relevance and impact. Th erefore, the purpose of the workshop is threefold:

1. Th e workshop aims at summarizing the arguments pro and against the use of metrics in the 

context of humanities research as well as the attempts to formulate alternative common prin-

ciples for the assessment of humanities research. 

2. Furthermore, the workshop focuses on relevance and impact, in order to obtain a complete 

picture of the potentials of research in the humanities. Two aspects are substantial in this 

context: First the relevance to the advancement of knowledge in the discipline and science in 

general, and second the possible impact on the broader context of social, cultural and economic 

developments.

3. A deeper look into the very nature of research in the humanities shows that the distinctiveness 

of the humanities is not only true in the comparison with the sciences but also apparent at the 

level of the diff erent disciplines. Th e workshop wants to investigate humanities’ thinking traditions 

and its relationship to the sciences. Does the old distinction between the “hermeneutic-apprecia-

ting” disciplines against the “explanatory-causative” ones hold any longer?

Th e workshop addresses humanities researchers, deans and pre sidents of research, funding agencies, 

librarians as well as national and international policy makers and council members.
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