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 Growing recognition that what matters now, first, is 
our capacity to respond quickly and efficiently to 
environmental problems and sustainability challenges 

 Global change’s causes and impact are increasingly 
related to human activity 

 

 vitally important to study human behaviour, social 
arrangements, and human-environmental interactions 
on a much grander scale than ever before.  

Key ‘take home’ 
message 

3/7 
R

ES
C

U
E 

 -
 H

u
m

an
 C

o
n

d
it

io
n

 in
 t

h
e

 A
n

th
ro

p
o

ce
n

e
 

http://www.esf.org/home.html


The Bretherton diagram (simplified version). Source: NASA (1988). 



Beyond the Bretherton diagram.  Source: International Human 
Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change (2010).  

RESPONSES 



Key SSH research themes 
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 Anthropocenic society: conditions and demands 
 

 Values, justice, and behaviour 
 

 Rethinking “growth” 
 

 Exploring futures, defining “limits” 
 

 Inherent tensions, capitalism, “bubbles”, inequality 
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A few observations: 
This is happening now! 

7/7 

 ESF & COST: RESCUE initiative 
 

 SAMKUL (Norway, 2011-): a major programme on 
‘cultural roots of contemporary social challenges’ 
 

 EU: [Grand] Societal Challenges (2010-) 
 

 New FP: “Horizon 2020”, 2014-2020 
 

 Stanford Environmental Humanities project (2010-) 
 

 New Journal (Australia, 2012-) 
 

 Environmental Humanities Laboratory, Sweden (2012-) 
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 More people are using more 
resources with more intensity than 
at any time in human history. 

 

 The pace of ‘planetary re-
engineering’ is unsustainable. 

Global Experiment 

Earth as Home of People 
 Anthropocene 


