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Strategic Workshop
“Impacts of Ocean Acidification”

Meloneras, Gran Canaria, 28-30 Jan. 2008

Dr. Bernard Avril, Science Officer
on behalf of the ESF Standing Committee for Life, Earth and Environmental Sciences

www.esf.org

Science Policy Briefings / Position Papers with a major impact

ESF Committees and the scientific community have a need for 
publications to prompt discussion and communicate ideas.

Carefully planned with the science community and the ESF 
Member Organisations to ensure both high status and impact

Scientific quality control & external peer review prior to 
publication, under the responsibility of the ESF disciplinary 
Committee(s) or ESF CEO (with ESF Science Advisory Board) 

ESF Science Policy Briefings / ESF 
Committee Science Position Papers
General Considerations
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What is the issue? (balanced presentation of the case; state
of the art in the field; key questions to be addressed?)

Why is it important for science in Europe /globally?

Why must ESF / Partners address this issue, now?
(Why a ESF Science Policy Briefing or a ESF Committee(s)
Position Paper?)

Analysis of the issue, within a wider context (audience?)

Recommendations for action; on priorities, key areas, target
actors, stakeholders and audiences

[Recommendations on how to organise the quality check?]

ESF Science Policy Briefings / ESF 
Committee Science Position Papers
Typical Contents

www.esf.org

Thank you for your Attention!

Dr. Bernard Avril, Science Officer
bernard.avril@esf.org; Tel. +33 3 8876 7178

Any Questions?
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Europe Needs Science

ESF provides a common platform 
for its Member Organisations to:

• Advance European research

• Explore new directions for 
research at the European level

Through its activities, ESF serves 
the needs of the European 
research community in a global 
context.
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• 77 Member Organisations 
in 30 countries, beyond 
the European Union

• Research funding 
organisations

• Research performing 
organisations

• Academies

• Ad-hoc cooperation 
(EuroHoRCs, EC, US, JP…)

Unique position in Europe for 
Catalysing the Advancement of 

European Research

Science Needs Europe

www.esf.org

3 decades of service to 
science in Europe

• Established by its founding members in 1974

• Independent, non-governmental organisation

• All basic scientific domains

• Offices in Strasbourg (FR) & Brussels (BE)

• Annual Budget: ~50 M€ (2007)

• Potential Impact on a ~1B€ Science Budget
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ESF Scientific Domains

• Life, Earth & Environmental Sciences
• Physical & Engineering Sciences
• Medical Sciences
• Humanities 
• Social Sciences

• Space, Marine, Polar Sciences…

www.esf.org

► one of the scientific Standing Committees of ESF

What is LESC?
Life, Earth & Environmental Sciences

better understand biological, environmental and
Earth systems across time and space

Life Environmental Earth Sciences

www.esf.org/lesc
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3 pillars
•Science Strategy
•Science Synergy
•Science Management

ESF Strategic Plan
2006-2010

www.esf.org

Forward Looks
Exploratory Workshops
Research Networking 
Programmes
EUROCORES Programmes
Research Conferences

+ COST Actions

ESF Instruments
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ESF Strategic Plan
2006-2010
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Excellence          Openness
Responsiveness    Pan-European

Ethical awareness and human values

www.esf.org  & www.esf.org/lesc


