
Report on EUROMAR Conference in Frankfurt (21.-25.8.2011) 

This year the EUROMAR meeting took place at the Goethe University Frankfurt, organized 

by the Center of Biomolecular Magnetic Resonance (BMRZ) in Frankfurt, with Prof. Dr. 

Thomas Prisner as main organizer. The annual EUROMAR conference emerged in 2006 from 

the European Experimental NMR conference, the Ampere congress and the NMR Discussion 

Group Meeting of the Royal Society of Chemistry and is now the main meeting of the 

European magnetic resonance community. Its mission is to communicate new methodological 

approaches, innovations and applications. It covers all topics of magnetic resonance: Liquid 

and solid state NMR methods, dynamic nuclear polarization and EPR, spin and quantum 

chemical theory, technological advances and new applications. The German Magnetic 

Resonance Society (FGMR), a sub-division of the Gesellschaft Deutscher Chemiker (GDCh), 

decided to make this conference their annual meeting, as well as the International EPR 

Society. For the first time this year the meeting was joint by the triennial European Federation 

of EPR Group (EFEPR) meeting. The conference was started on Sunday afternoon by a 

tutorial with the title: Crossing the borders: From Liquid and Solid State NMR to DNP and 

EPR. Introductory lectures were delivered by Prof. James Keeler (Cambridge), Prof. Malcolm 

Levitt (Southampton), Prof. Marina Bennati (Göttingen) and Prof. Edgar Groenen (Leiden). 

The evening ended with the price ceremony, where Prof. Gareth Morris (Manchester) got the 

Russel-Varian Price, Dr. Mark Hunter (Wellington) the Raymond Andrew Price from the 

AMPERE society, Prof. Ronald Mason (NIH/NIEHS, RTP) the Gold Medal of the 

International EPR Society, and Loic Salmon (Grenoble) and Dr. Hans Moons (Antwerpen) 

the Ulderico Segre Price. The evening finished with a Oktoberfest reception on the green area 

of the Goethe University at the Campus Westend, where the whole conference took place. 

The following four days were filled with lectures and poster sessions. 110 talks (14 plenary, 

38 invited) and more than 600 posters were presented. Within the week Wiley presented three 

prices to young scientist, selected by their abstracts. On Wednesday morning the price session 

of the German Magnetic Resonance Society (FGMR) took place, where four young scientists 

received the Ernst-Award for their outstanding published papers by Prof. Richard Ernst 

himself. More than 20 exhibitors presented their products at the conference site; either in the 

lobby of the lecture hall building or in the nearby Casino building. In the evening this was 

also the place to meet other scientist and exhibitors, inside the building and on the green area 

close to the pont, where food, drinks and music was offered by Bruker Biospin and Agilent 

Technologies. Many scientists used the opportunity to relax there from the lectures and poster 

sessions of the full day and to recover from the unusual warm and humid weather in 



Frankfurt! More than 1000 scientist participated in the conference; a big success for 

EUROMAR and a big surprise and challenge for the organizers. Very nice was also the ratio 

between young scientists (eligible for a reduced student fee) and senior scientists. The 40:60 

ratio made up very lively poster sessions, overcrowded lecture halls (with people sitting on 

the floor directly in front of the speaker) and many stimulating new contacts and discussions. 

On Thursday evening the conference ended with a banquet and an impressive thunderstorm at 

the Palais in the Frankfurter Zoo, with more than 600 participants, food, wine, a speech of the 

Prof. Geoffrey Bodenhausen, the chair of the  EUROMAR board of trustees from 2005-2011, 

music and dancing later on. Main public sponsors for the meeting, the EMAR 

(Multidisciplinary Frontiers of Magnetic Resonance) program of the ESF, the Goethe 

University and the German Research Society (DFG), helped very much to the success of the 

conference by their financial support.  
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