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Blueprint for a European Social Survey (ESS)
An ESF scientific programme

The European Science

Foundation acts

as a catalyst

for the development

of science by bringing

together leading scientists

and funding agencies

to debate, plan and

implement pan-European

initiatives.

In late 1995 the European Science

Foundation’s programme Beliefs in

Government (BiG) was completed and the

research results were published in five

volumes by Oxford University Press.

BiG had involved a major stocktaking of

changing political orientations of citizens in

Western Europe relying exclusively on

secondary analysis of  existing data bases

available in academic data archives.

However, it had also revealed the extent to

which ‘white spots’ in the landscape of data

on social and political orientations were

present across time and countries.

The acknowledgement of both the need for,

and the potential of, richer comparative data

sets on European social and political change

has motivated the ESF Standing Committee

for the Social Sciences to develop a blueprint

for a European Social Survey (ESS).

The ESS blueprint would entail, as its core

element, a concept for a representative

sample survey of the adult population of

European nations to be conducted every

second year with a mixture of fixed and

variable questions. In order to enhance the

analytical potential of  the ESS, it is

planned to add socio-statistical information

from official sources and data on nation-

specific institutional social and political

arrangements from the countries and regions

where individual survey respondents reside.

The preparation of the blueprint is planned

to be completed by the end of 1998. This

major initiative is seeking to define a ‘large

scale facility’ for social science research, a

research instrument measuring

systematically at regular intervals citizens’

attitudes relating to a core set of political,

social and economic issues, whose data

findings would be accessible to researchers

through a coordinated network of national

data archives and other facilities. It is hoped

that, provided sufficient funds are

forthcoming, the ESS will become a widely

used instrument for primary comparative

research, and an important element in the

European infrastructure for social research.
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Introduction

The development of integrated social

science data for European

comparative research is a pressing

requirement if researchers are to

have access to the depth of

information they need to advise

policy makers on key social

developments in Europe.  Based upon

its experience with the highly

successful Beliefs in Government

programme, the ESF’s Standing

Committee for the Social Sciences

has now focused its attention on the

development of a blueprint for a

European Social Survey (ESS) which

would overcome the methodological

problems of comparing countries’

individual surveys.

In 1996, an Expert Group under the

chairmanship of Professor Max

Kaase (WZB, Berlin) completed an

initial feasibility study.  The Group’s

recommendations to move ahead

with the development of a blueprint

won the support of many ESF

Member Organisations and led to the

launch of the current ESS

programme the following year.  The

blueprint is being developed through

two committees made up of leading

social science and survey experts.

Overall management is in the hands

of the ESS Steering Committee,

while a Methodology Committee

provides advice on detailed aspects of

implementation.

science community and, as a facility,

would encourage the comparative

analysis of political, social and

economic trends. Such analyses

would also hold great potential value

in terms of European and national

policy-making.

Given the small number of, and the

limitations in, academic comparative

social science surveys in Europe, the

ESS would not duplicate existing

social science survey data collections.

It would be a new effort in its own

right. Also, given its planned

emphasis on political, social and

economic orientations of European

citizens, it would not compete with,

but rather be supplemented by, data

collections conducted by national

bureaux or by the European Bureau

of the Census (Eurostat).The ESS

would also be innovative in scholarly

terms through its concern with the

theory-guided combination of macro

and micro data.

From the start, the ESS European

focus would be designed to meet the

specific needs of comparative

research on nations and regions; a

comparative ‘core questionnaire’

would be developed by a standing

group of experts in social survey

research from European countries. In

this way, an ESS would enable all ESF

member countries to benefit from

the experience of those countries

that have in the past already

extensively mounted national social

surveys. The ESS would act as a

valuable instrument for the transfer

of expertise across national

boundaries and would not only

improve methods of collection, but

would also assist in building and

developing national infrastructures

for social research in those countries

in which this expertise is presently

still missing or is just in the process

of being developed.

Framing the European
Social Survey

The launch of a European Social

Survey would be a key element and

stimulus in the building of an

integrated social science database for

European comparative research. An

ESS would provide systematic and

regular data on topics of major

interest to the European social
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Research focus: choice of topics

Influencing public attitudes
in a traditional way: multiple

layers of  political posters
(Rome 1994)

A European Social Survey should

essentially be a study measuring

systematically, at regular intervals,

citizens’ attitudes and behaviours

relating to a core set of political,

social, and economic domains; it

should not be a public opinion survey

concerned with current topics and

issues. The unique research focus of

an ESS would be that the survey

would be designed to reflect the

needs of European comparative

research and not just national

research interests.

The general theme of an ESS should

be Monitoring the Political and Social

Beliefs of Europeans. A core set of

questions would be devised under

this broad topic, based upon a

thorough scrutiny of  variables that

have proved their analytic value in

the scholarly literature. A range of

‘module topics’ would then be chosen

where it could be shown that

substantial research gains could be

made from a comparative analysis.

‘Module topics’ being examined by

the ESS committees include: social

mobility; social inequality; quality of

life; values; national identity

(including xenophobia); political

orientations (attitudes and

behaviour); economic orientations;

‘Europeanisation’; mass media

behaviour.

Survey design and
methodological issues

The ESS designers aim to further the

development of ground rules on

methodology for comparative social

survey research especially in the

fields of sampling, measurement

(data quality), correction of

measurement errors and modes of

comparative analysis (modelling;

micro-macro linkages).

 A major factor in the quality and

usefulness of the ESS will be the

underlying sampling design. The

only acceptable procedure for

selecting the potential respondents is

a probability sample. Of  course, given

the different nature and quality of

statistical information in the various

countries on which selection

procedures must be based, it is a

matter for substantial scrutiny to

assess the available sampling options,

such as whether a design based on

persons or on households will be

recommended.

How potential respondents are

sampled cannot be decided

independently of the question of

what the population is from which

one samples. Given the increasing

national mix of populations in the

European nation states, the population

to be sampled includes all individuals

of a certain age resident in a given

country at a given point of time in

private households. The age at which

somebody is defined as belonging to

the relevant population will have to

be decided upon. One option might

be voting entitlement which is

presently 18 years in most instances.

It is well-known that survey data

cannot be ‘tapped’ from respondents

as if it was an engineering process.

J. 
H

. S
m

ith
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Respondents may interpret questions

differently, especially with the

cultural diversity in this proposed

survey. Therefore, in the context of

the ESS, resources will have to be

devoted to methodological

‘experiments’ in which the optimal

formulation of questions, the

response categories used and the

measurement procedures are

considered in their own right.

Survey research knows two principal

ways how to study change: (i) panels,

where repeated measurements are

taken from identical individuals

across time, and (ii) the study of

independent cross sections sampled

over time from identical populations.

While specific panel elements can be

introduced at times for specific

research demands, the need to

contain the financial costs suggests

that, like the General Social Surveys,

the ESS should be conceptualised as

an ongoing set of independent cross

sections.

One central decision to be taken

before implementing the ESS is the

time interval at which the survey

shall be conducted. Given the

emphasis of the ESS on the study of

medium to long-range change, the

two most plausible options (in the

light of previous research tailored to

similar objectives) are to have it once

a year or every second year. Bearing

in mind all the operational and

financial implications in devising

and launching an ESS, the survey

should probably be conducted

initially in two ‘waves’ at two yearly

intervals as a trial period.

Scientific management

Each participating ESF Member

Organisation has nominated

members of the Steering Committee

whose task is to develop a detailed

blueprint for a European Social

Survey. The Steering Committee is

chaired by Professor Max Kaase

(Germany).

The two key tasks of the Steering

Committee are:. to set the framework for the ESS

and reach recommendations on the

selection of the module topics for

inclusion in the survey;. to identify and map the available

qualified local research expertise and

potential organisational base for the

implementation of the ESS in each

country.

The Steering Committee brings

together key personnel and their

collective knowledge of existing

national social survey data and

administrative level data.

In addition, the Steering Committee

has established a Methodology

Committee to undertake the detailed

work on questionnaire wording,

sampling implementation, mode of

interviewing, and linkage to other

relevant bodies. The Methodology

Committee, chaired by Professor

Roger Jowell (UK), is a smaller, more

mobile Committee with partial

membership overlap with the

Steering Committee. The

Methodology Committee’s role is to

provide advice on the above issues,

but the final decision on

recommendations rests with the

Steering Committee.

The resulting proposal will have to

specifically deal with the

organisational implementation of

the ESS. It will most likely require a

stable scholarly and administrative

base in order to cope with the many

tasks related to the survey.
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An important consequence of an ESS

would be the strengthening of the

relations between social scientists

across Europe. Clearly, there is a

common interest in this project and

many of the problems which are now

tackled at a national level can be

discussed and addressed

internationally.

Future financing of the survey

The blueprint for a European Social

Survey will be presented to both the

national research councils and the

relevant European Commission

bodies in order to ascertain funding

at least for the trial period.

The SCSS judges that an ESS should

also be regarded as an essential

element in the redefinition of the

term ‘large-scale facilities’, which is

needed to meet the requirements of

European comparative social science

research. An ESS, as a regular

research instrument providing a

European comparative database,

could fulfil the equivalent need for

the social scientist that the ‘large-

scale facility’ does for the natural

scientist. An ESS would be a flexible

‘large-scale facility’ in the social

sciences that could be disseminated

and made accessible to researchers

through the existing data archives

network, CESSDA (Council of

European Social Science Data

Archives), and through other facilities

already in place.

With this initiative, the SCSS hopes

to achieve a major innovative step in

fostering the necessary research

infrastructure for effective

comparative analysis of European

citizens’ values and attitudes in the

face of political, social and economic

change.

Blueprint funding

ESF scientific programmes are

principally financed by the

Foundation’s Member Organisations

on an à la carte basis. ESS is

supported by:

Fonds zur Förderung der

wissenschaftlichen Forschung in

Österreich, Austria; Fonds National

de la Recherche Scientifique /

Nationaal Fonds voor

Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek -

Vlaanderen, Belgium;  Statens

Samfundsvidenskabelige

Forskningsråd, Denmark; Suomen

Akatemia/Finlands Akademi,

Finland; Centre National de la

Recherche Scientifique, France;

Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft,

Germany; Royal Irish Academy,

Ireland; Israel Academy of Sciences

and Humanities (Observer country);

Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche,

Italy; Nederlandse Organisatie voor

Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek,

Netherlands; Norges Forskningsråd,

Norway; Polish Academy of Sciences,

Poland; Junta Nacional de

Investigaçao Ciêntifica e

Tecnológica, Portugal; Secretaria

General Plan Nacional de I+D, Spain;

Humanistisk Samhällsvetenskapliga

Forskningsrådet, Sweden;

Schweizerischer Nationalfonds zur

Förderung der wissenschaftlichen

Forschung, Switzerland; Scientific

and Technical Research Council of

Turkey, Turkey; Economic and Social

Research Council, United Kingdom.
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Åberg, Rune
Rune Åberg is professor of sociology at

Umeå University, Sweden. He has

undertaken research on social welfare,

labour markets, economic sociology and

social change. Examples that can be

mentioned are participation in the Swedish

Level of Living Project, the Swedish Power

investigation and an evaluative study of the

1990 tax reform. His present research is

focused on unemployment.

Billiet, Jacques
Jacques Billiet is professor in social

methodology and currently Chair of the

University Centre of Statistics at the

Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium.

Member of  the committee for sociology,

political sciences and communication

science of the Fund for Scientific Research

Flanders (Belgium) (FWO). Head of the

Centre for Datacollection and Analysis at the

Department of  Sociology (K.U. Leuven), and

project leader of the Inter-university Centre

of Political Opinion Research (ISPO) that

organizes the general election surveys in

Flanders (Belgium). Co-ordinator of the

FWO research network ‘Methodology of

Longitudinal and Comparative Research

into Social and Cultural Change’. His main

research interests in methodology concern

validity assessment; interviewer and response

effects; and the modelling of measurement

error in social surveys. He is also involved in

longitudinal and comparative research in the

domains of ethnocentrism and political

attitudes and behaviour.

Brandão Moniz, António
António Brandão Moniz is a Sociologist,

Professor at the Faculty of Sciences and

Technology of  New University of  Lisbon,

and finished his PhD in 1992 on the

processes of technological and organisational

changes in the Portuguese industry. He is a

national delegate to the Management

Committee of  the Targeted Socio-Economic

Research programme (European

Commission), and the representative of the

Ministry for Qualifications and Employment

at the Mission for the Society of

Information. He is the former President of

the Portuguese Association for Industrial

Sociology (APSIOT), and now the Director

of  ‘Organizações e Trabalho’ review, as well

as an Editorial Board member of several

scientific reviews. His research interests lie

in industrial sociology, information society,

work organisation design, qualification and

training needs in several sectors and the

evaluation of  Science and Technology

policies. He participates in several

international research projects and is also an

evaluator of national R&D projects.

Cautrès, Bruno
Bruno Cautrès is a CNRS (Centre National

de la Recherche Scientifique) researcher. He

is attached to the Centre d’Informatisation

des Données Socio-Politiques (CIDSP/

BDSP) in Grenoble and currently detached

ESS blueprint expert advisers at the Maison Française in Oxford. He is

also an Associate Member of Nuffield

College, Oxford for a two-year period

(1996-98). Bruno Cautrès is currently

working on comparative (France-Britain)

analysis of voting behaviours and attitudes

and more broadly on comparative survey

research. A member of the French group

conducting the French ISSP study he is

also involved in the methodology group of

the European Value Study and in the

European Voter study. His main areas of

expertise relevant to the European Social

Survey are on comparative analysis of

survey data, data archiving and

quantitative data analysis.

Diamandouros, Nikiforos
Nikiforos Diamandouros is Professor of

Political Science in the Department of

Political Science and Public

Administration of the University of Athens

and Director-Chairman of the Greek

National Centre for Social Research

(EKKE). He is also president of the Greek

Political Science Association.

Domanski, Henryk
Henryk Domanski is Professor of Sociology

at the Institute of Philosophy and

Sociology, Polish Academy of  Sciences in

Warsaw and Head of  Department of  Social

Structure Research and the Centre for

Sociological Research. He is involved in

survey research on social stratification and

mobility, including cross-national projects.

He publishes in the fields of labour market

segmentation, social stratification and

mobility, inequalities of  sex and

methodology of social research. His

previous publications include: (with

Zbigniew Sawinski), Dimensions of Social

Stratification (1989) and On the Verge of

Convergence: social stratification in Eastern

Europe (1997).

Esmer, Yilmaz
Yilmaz Esmer has been on the faculty of

Bogazici University in Istanbul since 1977.

He received his Bachelor’s degree from

Yale and his doctoral degree from Stanford

Universities in political science and

sociology, respectively. He has been a

visiting professor at Stanford University

and a Fulbright scholar at the University

of  Michigan, Ann Arbor. He has conducted

numerous surveys and is on the

international Steering Committee of the

World Values Surveys. He served as the

founding director of  the Turkish Economic

and Social Studies Foundation and is

presently the Academic Provost of Bogazici

University.

Farago, Peter
Peter Farago is presently Scientific

Director of the research programme

‘Switzerland: Towards the Future’

(‘Demain la Suisse’, ‘Zukunft Schweiz’)

funded by the Swiss National Science

Foundation. He has worked and published

in the fields of political sociology and

applied social research. Among his interests

are social monitoring, the analysis of social

inequalities, and electoral research.

Jowell, Roger
Roger Jowell is the Director of  Social and

Community Planning Research (SCPR),

Britain’s largest social research institute.

He is also a Visiting Professor at the

London School of Economics. He directs

the British Social Attitudes survey, an

annual study of changing social values

and was the founder chair of the

International Social Survey Programme

(ISSP) which monitors changing attitudes

on a comparable basis in 26 countries. He

is the author of several books on political

and social attitudes and survey methods.

Kaase, Max
Max Kaase is on permanent leave from a

chair of Political Science and Comparative

Social Research at the University of

Mannheim. Since October 1993, he holds

the post of a research professor at the

Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für

Sozialforschung. His main fields of

interest are comparative politics, political

sociology, the methodology of  social

research and mass communication. He has

published widely in these fields. His most

recent book (with Ken Newton) Beliefs in

Government comes from the ESF research

programme with the same name and is

the concluding volume of five books from

that project, published in late 1995 by

Oxford University Press.

Kuhnle, Stein
Stein Kuhnle is Professor of Comparative

Politics and Chair of Department of

Comparative Politics at the University of

Bergen. He gained a post-doctoral Ford

Fellowship in 1977, and has had research

stays at Brookings Institution, Washington

D.C. and University of  California, Berkeley.

During the period 1988-1994, he was

research director of  the ‘Welfare state

research programme’ in Norway. He has

been Chairman of the Norwegian Political

Science Association (1982-84). From 1994-

97 he was president of  the Foundation for

International Studies on Social Security.

Stein Kuhnle has authored and edited a

number of books (mostly in Norwegian),

primarily on the comparative historical

study of welfare state development, and

on relationships between government and

voluntary organisations, and he has

contributed chapters and articles in many

languages (among others: English, German,

Italian, Spanish, Russian, Chinese) to a

number of books and journals on the same

topics.

Laver, Michael
Michael Laver is Professor and Head of

the Department of Political Science, and

Director of  the Policy Institute, at Trinity

College Dublin. Before this, he was

Professor of Political Science at University

College Galway, and previous full-time

appointments were at the University of

Liverpool, and Queen’s University Belfast.

He has spent periods as a visiting

professor at Harvard University, Duke

University and the University of  Texas at

Austin, and as a Scholar in Residence at

the Rockefeller Foundation’s Villa
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Serbelloni in Bellagio. He has worked as co-

editor of  the European Journal of  Political

Research and was founding editor of Irish

Political Studies. A former elected member

of the Executive of the European

Consortium for Political research, he is

currently an elected member of the Council

of the American Political Science

Association (APSA). Elected to the Royal

Irish Academy, he is a founding member of

the Academy’s Social Science Research

Council. His main research interests have

been in the theory and practice of party

competition and government formation and

he has published over a dozen books and

about 80 articles on these and other matters.

Most recent books include: Private Desires,

Political Action (1997); Playing Politics: the

nightmare continues (1997) and, with Ken

Shepsie, Making and Breaking Governments,

winner of the APSA prize for the best book

or article in political economy, 1996-1997.

Lynn, Peter
Peter Lynn is the deputy director of the

Survey Methods Centre (SMC) at Social and

Community Planning Research (SCPR) in

London, UK. A statistician by training, Peter

Lynn has been responsible for the design

and implementation of many large-scale

quantitative surveys in the UK. He has

developed particular expertise in survey

sampling, an area in which he has published

many papers, notably with an emphasis on

integration of practical and statistical

considerations. He has been responsible for a

number of studies looking at correlates of

non-response, factors affecting non-response

and ways of reducing non-response. He also

lectures widely on all aspects of survey

methodology. He is currently honorary

secretary of the Social Statistics Section of

the (British) Royal Statistical Society.

Martinotti, Guido
Guido Martinotti holds the Chair of

Sociologia urbana at the Universita’ degli

studi di Milano, and since 1986, he has been

visiting professor in the Department of

Sociology at the University of California at

Santa Barbara. From 1992 to 1996, he was

Chairman of the Standing Committee for

the Social Sciences of the European Science

Foundation and from 1994 to 1996 Member

of the Bureau of the European Science and

Technology Assembly (European

Commission) to which he was re-elected in

1997. Recently he coordinated the

Ministerial group which drafted the

proposal for the reform of teaching

organisation in the Italian university system.

Among his most important publications are:

Education in a Changing Society,

(Editor,with Antonina Kloskowska),London,

1978; Informazione e sapere, Milano 1992;

Metropoli. La nuova morfologia sociale della

citta, Bologna 1993; Bisogni informativi,

banche dati e territorio (Editor, with Enrico

Ercole) CNR/Dipartimento di Sociologia,

Roma 1994; Cittadini si diventa (with Eva

Cantarella), Einaudi-scuola, Milano 1996;

Perceiving, Conceiving, Achieving the

Sustainable City: a synthesis report, European

Foundation for the Improvement of  Living

and Working Conditions, Loughlingstown,

Co.Dublin 1997.

Mayer, Nona
Nona Mayer is Research Director at the

CNRS (Centre National de la Recherche

Scientifique), attached to the Centre for

Studies of French Political Life of the

National Foundation for Political Science,

Paris, France. She teaches political

sociology at the Institute for Political

Studies, Paris. Recent publications: Les

comportements politiques, Paris, A.Colin,

1992 (with P. Perrineau), The French Voter

Decides, Ann Arbor, the University of

Michigan Press, 1993 (ed. With D. Boy), Le

Front national à découvert, Paris, Presses de

la Fondation nationale des sciences

politiques, 2nd edition 1996 (ed. With P.

Perrineau), Les modèles explicatifs du vote,

Paris, L’Harmattan, 1997, L’électeur a ses

raisons, Paris, Presses de Sciences

Politiques (ed. with D. Boy).

Mochmann, Ekkehard
Ekkehard Mochmann is executive

manager of the Zentralarchiv for

Empirical Social Research at the

University of Cologne and member of the

board of Directors of the German Social

Science Infrastructure Institutes. As

President of the Council of European

Social Science Data Archives (CESSDA)

and board member of the International

Federation of  Data Organisations for the

Social Sciences (IFDO), he has promoted

the integration of the European data base.

With funding from the European

Commission he has established a European

Data Laboratory for comparative research

at the Zentralarchiv (ZA- EUROLAB) in

Cologne. Research interests include: the

language of politics, qualitative and

quantitative content analysis, methodology

of secondary analysis, and international

comparative research. Publications include:

European Social Science Databases

(International Social Science Journal

1994); Data Access and Data Protection;

Computer Strategies for Communications’

Analysis; Data Resources and Data

Management for Global Environmental

Change; Violence, Social Transformation in

Germany after 1949 and 1990.

Montero, José Ramón
José Ramón Montero is Professor of

Political Science at the Universidad

Autónoma de Madrid, and at the Centre of

Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences,

Instituto Juan March. He obtained his

doctorate in Law at the Universidad de

Santiago and has taught at the

Universities of Granada, Santiago,

Zaragoza, Cádiz and the Universidad

Complutense de Madrid. He has been

Visiting Professor at the Universities of

Harvard, California at Berkeley, and Ohio

State University, as well as Secretary and

Dean of  the School of  Law, Universidad de

Cádiz, and Deputy Director of the Centro

de Investigaciones Sociológicas. He has

also been Director of the Economics and

Social Science Programme, Comision

Interministerial de Ciencia y Tecnologia

(CICYT). Among his most important

publications are La CEDA: el catolicismo

social y político en la II República (1977), El

control parlamentario (1985, with Joaquín

G. Morillo), and La reforma del régimen

electoral (1994, with Richard Gunther and

others). He has also co-edited with Juan J.

Linz, Crisis y cambio: electorales y partidos

en la España de los años ochenta (1986).

Müller, Karl H.
Karl H. Müller is head of the Departments

for Political Science and Sociology at the

Institute for Advanced Studies in Vienna

which is Austria’s largest postgraduate

education and research facility. His main

research focus lies in analysing the

dynamics of knowledge and information

societies and in the consequences of the

new information and communication

technologies for living conditions and

attitudes. A special emphasis is placed on

data generation and on comparative data

analyses in these two fields of interest.

Finally, the two social science departments

at the IHS are currently in the process of

forming a research unit whose main target

area lies in the generation and provision of

sophisticated methods and complex

models especially suited for international

comparative studies.

Nordberg, Leif
Leif Nordberg is Professor in Statistics

and Econometrics at Department of

Statistics, Abo Akademi University,

Finland. He is a Member of the

International Statistical Institute and the

Finnish Society of Sciences and Letters.

Research interests include income

distributions, sampling methods, large

scale surveys.

Ploug, Niels
Niels Ploug is Research Director at the

Danish National Institute of Social

Research and Centre for Welfare State

Research, and Associate Professor,

Copenhagen Business School. Editor of the

Danish journal Samfundsoekonomen, and

he is a member of the editorial board of

International Social Security Review. Main

research fields are comparative welfare

state studies with special emphasis on cash

benefit systems especially old age

pensions, and Danish social and labour

market policy. Responsible for the Danish

part of the feasibility study for a European

Social Survey together with International

research Consultant Torben Fridberg and

Director of Services Carl Noerregaard.

Saris, Willem
Willem Saris is Professor in Methodology

of the Social Sciences at the University of

Amsterdam. He has published on

evaluation of data quality of survey

questions and survey instruments

(Scherpenzeel and Saris , 1997). With an

international research group (IRMCS) he

is doing research on comparative research

which has led to a book on the

Methodology of Comparative Research
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(Saris and Muennich,1995) and another on a

substantive application in the field of life

satisfaction (Saris, Veenhoven, Scherpenzeel

and Bunting ,1997). With Professor Max

Kaase he undertook an evaluation of the

measurement procedures used in the

Eurobarometer (Saris and Kaase,1997).

Schizzerotto, Antonio
Antonio Schizzerotto is professor of

Sociology at the Department of Sociology

and Social Research of the University of

Trento (Italy); member of  the Board of  the

European Consortium for Sociological

Research and former Dean (1993-96) of the

faculty of  Sociology in Trento. In 1997 he

has been Jemolo fellow at Nuffield College

in Oxford (UK). He has published

extensively in the fields of class and gender

inequalities in educational and occupational

attainment as well as social mobility. He is

currently the Director of the Italian

household longitudinal study whose first

wave has been carried out in 1997.

Schwartz, Shalom H.
Shalom Schwartz is the Leon and Clara

Sznajderman Professor of Psychology at the

Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He

obtained his doctorate in Social Psychology

at the University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor.

He taught sociology at the University of

Wisconsin and has been a visiting professor

of  psychology at Princeton University. He

served as chair of the Psychology

Department at the Hebrew University and

of the Israel Association of Social

Psychology and is member of the executive

of the International Association of Cross-

Cultural Psychology. He currently directs a

study of the nature, antecedents and

consequences of values in over 60 countries.

Among his more important publications are

Normative Influences on Altruism (1977),

Universals in the Content and Structure of

Values (1992), Values in the West: a theoretical

and empirical challenge to the individualism/

collectivism cultural dimension (1995, with

Maria Ros), and Value Priorities and

Behaviour: applying a theory of integrated

value systems (1996).

Stoop, Ineke
Ineke Stoop studied psychology at Leiden

University. In 1980 she obtained her master’s

degree in research methodology. Until 1983

she was a staff member of the Department

of  Data Theory. From 1983 to 1990 she was

employed by Statistics Netherlands, where

she undertook research in several areas such

as time budgets, recreation, informal labour.

Since 1990 she has been Head of the

Department of Information and Automation

of the Netherlands’ Social and Cultural

Planning Office. Mrs. Stoop has a wide

experience in survey research and is

engaged in questions of non- response and

data documentation. She is a member of the

Board of the Netherlands’ Scientific

Statistical Agency, a member of  the

Netherlands’ MOST Liaison committee of

UNESCO, a member of the European

Advisory Committee on Statistical

Information in the Economic and Social

Spheres (CEIES) and a member of the

International Statistical Institute (ISI).

Thys-Clément, Françoise
Françoise Thys-Clément is Pro Rector of

the Université Libre de Bruxelles, and

member of the Economics Commission of

the Fonds National de la Recherche

Scientifique (FNRS), Belgium. Holder of

honorary distinctions such as Chevalier de

la Légion d’Honneur (France, 1994) and

the title of Baronne conferred by His Royal

Highness, Albert II (Belgium, 1997). She

has been a Member of the European

Science Foundation’s Standing Committee

for the Social Sciences since 1994. Author

of several expert reports for the European

Commission and the Organisation for

Economic Co-operation and Development

(OECD), her research interests include

macroeconomy, public economy, economics

of education, regionalisation and economics

of health.

Tos, Niko
Niko Tos is Professor of  Sociology, Faculty

of Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana.

He is Director of the Public Opinion and

Mass Communication Research Centre, the

most important social survey centre in

Slovenia; scientific director of the

Slovenian Social Survey (from 1968) and

Slovenian representative in the

International Social Survey Programme and

World Value Survey.

van Deth, Jan W.
Jan van Deth is Professor of Political

Science and International Comparative

Social Research at the University of

Mannheim and Deputy Director of the

Mannheim Centre for European Social

Research. He is author of a number of

articles and books, and recently editor of

Private Groups and Public Life (Routledge

1997) and The Impact of  Values (with

Elinor Scarbrough, Oxford University Press

1995). His main research areas are political

culture, social change, and comparative

research methods. He is a Corresponding

Member of the Royal Netherlands

Academy of Arts and Sciences and Book

Series Editor of the European Political

Science Series of the European Consortium

for Political Research.

Vogel, Joachim
Joachim Vogel is adjunct professor in

sociology, university of Umeå, Sweden. His

publications cover areas such as social

indicators, welfare, poverty, inequality, class

structure and social mobility, youth

research, tax morals, housing conditions,

residential segregation. Since 1964 he has

been staff member of Statistics Sweden

where he initiated the annual Swedish

welfare surveys and the System of National

Social Reporting (1970-1975) and headed

the Welfare Analysis Programme between

1974-1991. He holds an expert position as

senior researcher at Statistics Sweden,

concerning the Swedish official national

social reports, comparative social reporting,

welfare analyses and social policy research.

He was the author of  three comparative

social reports on general living conditions

and inequality in Scandinavia and the

European Union. In 1994-95 he was

detached expert to the statistical office of

the European Commission, engaged in the

development of social indicators, social

reporting and a general social survey for

the European Union.

Warren, Michael
Michael Warren has recently returned to

research, joining Market Research

Solutions Ltd, after nearly four years as

Director General of the Market Research

Society (the UK’s professional association

for market and social research workers).

He started his working life as a journalist

before moving into survey research in the

early 1970s. He worked with Research

Services Ltd, starting as an interviewer

working on industrial and opinion leader

research and in 1977 he took over

responsibility for RSL’s social and public

sector projects. From 1980-87 he joined the

Consumers’ Association, publisher of

Which?, as Head of the Survey Unit. He

was the Director of Research at the

Central Office of Information (the

organisation responsible for government

publicity) until 1993. Previously he served

on the Professional Standards committee

and the Education Committee of the

Market Research Society, and was on the

Council of Management of the research

industry’s Interviewer Quality Control

Scheme. He serves as a member of the

Research Resources Board of the UK’s

Economic and Social Research Council

(ESRC), the Advisory Board to the

University of Surrey’s Department of

Sociology, and is a Fellow of  the Royal

Society of Arts. He has presented papers

at a number of research and consumer

seminars, both in the UK and abroad.
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