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Executive summary

The objective of the workshop was to facilitate the emergence of a new field called
Experimental Pragmatics. This field brings together the theoretical perspectives
offered by linguistics and the rigorous methodology of experimental psychology. The
focus of the workshop was on defining major theoretical issues in pragmatics the
experimental investigation of which seems particularly promising, both from a
linguistic and a psychological point of view. Which theoretical claims can be
experimentally tested with profit is not obvious. Drawing theoretical conclusions
from experiments requires studied caution. Thus, it is advisable for both theorists
and experimentalists to agree on a set of goals, or at least to have a mutual
understanding of their potential contributions to this new field.

The talks and the ensuing discussions could be broken down into 5 main areas:

1)  How effort affects pragmatic processing: It is assumed by Gricean pragmatics,
neo-Gricean theory or by relevance theory that speakers are expected to spare
unnecessary effort to their listeners, and that this expectation plays a role in
comprehension. Studies in Experimental Pragmatics can be especially useful
for analyzing and measuring effort in comprehension, either through reading
times or other latency measures, and to finetune theoretical approaches that
invoke a notion of effort. Children are particularly interesting with respect to
effort because the same task, pragmatic or otherwise, usually becomes easier
with age. The following papers addressed these issues:

Bezuidenhout, Implicature, relevance and default pragmatic inferences
Guasti, Experimental studies on scalar implicatures in children and adults
Noveck, How experimentation can help characterize implicatures

Reboul Letting pragmatics out of the linguistic bag: the case of Koenig's puzzle

Sanford The Experimental Pragmatics of denial: perspective and reference in negative environments

2)  The role of literal meaning: According to Grice (and to classical rhetorics),
literal meaning is computed and considered first, and non-literal meanings are
considered only if literal meaning fails to meet listeners' expectations.
According to other approaches (Gibbs, Recanati, Sperber and Wilson), listeners
pay no particular attention to literal meaning and compute directly the speaker's
intended meaning, whether it is literal or not. These contrasting views have
different testable implications:

B. Clark, Processing Effort and Weak Implicature: Towards An Experimental Methodology
Gibbs, Pragmatics in interpreting what speakers say and implicate



3)  To what extent do the analytic categories of pragmaticians correspond to
distinctions that hearers-listeners themselves make? Are the contrasts
literal/nonliteral, sentence meaning/speaker's meaning, explicit/implicit
recognized by hearers-listeners? What role, if any, do they play in utterance
interpretation?

Giora Freedom of mind: You can't put a salient meaning down
Glucksberg, On the fate(s) of literal meanings
Coulson, Semantic Leaps: Conceptual Blending and the Literal/Nonliteral Distinction

4) It has often been noted that participants' performance in experimental tasks (for
instance in the psychology of reasoning, or of categorization) is in part to be
explained by pragmatic factors. Too often, this is tantamount to leaving as
unexplained an even more untested residue. It seems highly desirable, rather, to
identify and separate these pragmatic factors, to test their effects, and thereby
to both improve the interpretation of standard experiments and to finetune
pragmatic hypotheses.

Bernicot Brain injury and pragmatics: conversational abilities in adolescents with frontal lobe damage
Handley & Feeney Reasoning and pragmatics: The case of EVEN-IF
Politzer, Reasoning, judgment, and pragmatics

5)  How is the context determined? Many researchers in pragmatics (in particular
Clark and colleagues) adopt a "mutual knowledge" hypothesis according to
which the context of comprehension is limited to assumptions shared by the
interlocutors, and known by them to be shared, and known by them to be
known to be shared, etc. Other theorists (Sperber and Wilson) are skeptical that
mutual knowledge is necessary or even possible.

H. Clark Speaking commitments
Sperber & Van der Henst Some experimentally testable implications of relevance theory

The presence of several prominent linguists and psychologists facilitated the in-depth
discussions. Specifically, people like Dick Carter, Robyn Carston, Vittorio Girotto,
Professor Ekkehard Koenig (ESF), Stephen C. Levinson, Jacques Moeschler,
Francois Recanati, Johan van der Auwera, and Deirdre Wilson led to lengthy
discussions and even some unanticipated reconciliations.

Ira Noveck
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Objectives:

We believe that we are now witnessing the emergence of a new field,
Experimental Pragmatics, where the theoretical perspectives offered
by linguistics and the rigorous methodology of experimental
psychology are being brought together. The workshop aims to
contribute to this emergence. The focus of the workshop will be on
defining major theoretical issues in pragmatics, the experimental
investigation of which seems particularly promising both from a
linguistic and a psychological point of view.

Which theoretical claims can be experimentally tested with profit is
not obvious. Drawing theoretical conclusions from experiments
requires studied caution. Thus, it is advisable for both theorists and
experimentalists to agree on a set of goals, or at least to have a mutual
understanding of their potential contributions to this new field. This is
what we hope the workshop will help achieve.

" ESF Standing Committee for the Humanities - Web site: http://www.esf.org/sch
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ESF/SCH Objectives:

The main tasks of the ESF Standing Committee for the Humanities (SCH) are:

»  to encourage interdisciplinary work through the independent evaluation of
collaborative research proposals emanating from the scholarly community;

»  to identify priority research areas and to play an integrative and co-ordinating
role by creating links between research communities which in the Humanities
are often small and fragmented.

»  to contribute to the development of the ESF science policy agenda and to
provide expert advice on science policy actions at the European level in the
field of its responsibilities.

The Committee is well aware that the ESF is the only European Agency where the
Humanities have a place next to the other sciences and where European projects are
reviewed, developed and subsequently operated.

The Committee considers it all the more important to be heard as the voice of the
Human Sciences in Europe and to continue pleading for a more prominent place for
the Humanities in the European landscape.

Exploratory workshops are viewed by ESF Standing Committees as a useful
instrument for identifying emerging fields requiring action at a European level.
Exploratory Workshops are aimed at helping European research teams to exchange
knowledge, establish new links and to explore the possibilities of developing future
collaborative actions.

One outcome of an ESF Exploratory Workshop may be that participants decide to
submit a proposal for an ESF scientific Programme, Network or Euroconference,
possibly to be financed by, and coordinated through, the European Science
Foundation. If this is the case, it is expected that participants of the workshop follow
the relevant procedures.

In the case of Programmes (“a la carte” or EUROCORES), a draft proposal should be
submitted to the SCH Secretariat for advice, to then subsequently undergo further
external refereeing. If successful in obtaining SCH's scientific recommendation, the
proposal will be submitted to ESF Member Organisations for funding on a voluntary
basis. More details are available at www.esf.org/sch.

In the case of a Network the proposal is submitted to the ESF Network Secretariat.
The results of the refereeing process and SCH’s scientific recommendations are
provided to the Network Group. This is the body that decides whether or not to
recommend a proposal for launching. More details are available at
www.esf.org/networks.

In the case of Euroconferences, the proposal is submitted to the ESF Euresco
Secretariat. A Committee (assisted by Advisory Panels) takes full responsibility for
the selection of conference subjects and chairmen.
More details are available at www.esf-org/euresco.
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PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME

Thursday 17 May 2001

12h20 - 13h50 Lunch
» Welcome
» ESF/SCH Presentation (E. Koenig)
> Introduction

13h50 - 14h40 TBA?
Stephen C. Levinson

14h40 - 15h20 Implicature, relevance and default pragmatic
inferences
Anne Bezuidenhout

15h20 - 15h40 Break

15h40 - 16h30 Experimental studies on scalar implicatures in
children and adults
Teresa Guasti

16h30 - 17h20 Brain injury and pragmatics: conversational
abilities in adolescents with frontal lobe damage
Josie Bernicot

Evening Dinner at the "Restaurant Daniel Ancel”

Friday 18 May 2001

09h30 - 10h20 Some experimentally testable implications of
relevance theory
Dan Sperber & Jean-Baptiste van der Henst

10h20 - 11h10 Reasoning, judgement and pragmatics
Guy Politzer

11h10-11h30 Break

11h30 - 12h20 Processing effort and weak implicature: towards
an experimental methodology
Billy Clark

12h20 - 13h50 Lunch
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Friday 18 May 2001 (continued)

13h50 -

14h40 -

15h20 -

15h40 -

16h30 -

Evening

14h40

15h20

15h40

16h30

17h20

On the fate(s) of literal meanings
Sam Glucksberg

Semantic leaps: Conceptual blending and the
literal/non-literal distinction
Seana Coulson

Break

Pragmatics in interpreting what speakers say
and implicate
Ray Gibbs

Freedom of mind: you can't put a salient meaning
down
Rachel Giora

Dinner at the "Restaurant Les Muses de ['Opéra”

Saturday 19 May 2001

09h30 -

10h20 -

11h10 -

11h30 -

12h20 -

13h50 -

14h40 -

15h20 -

15h40 -

16h30

Evening

10h20

11h10

11h30

12h20

13h50

14h40

15h20

15h40

16h30

Speaking commitments
Herbert H. Clark

The experimental pragmatics of denial:
perspective and reference in negative
environments

Tony Sanford

Break

Reasoning and pragmatics: the case of EVEN-IF
Simon J. Handley & Aidan Feeley

Lunch

How experimentation can help characterise
implicatures
Ira Noveck

How are implicatures actually computed ?
Gennaro Chierchia

Break

Letting pragmatics out of the linguistic bag: the
case of Koenig's puzzle
Anne Reboul

Meeting Closes

Dinner at the "Restaurant La Voute"

PR/SCH/00-01H
27 February 2002



Lyon, France, 17-19 May 2001

ESF - SCH Exploratory Workshop on:
Towards experimental pragmatics

Final List of Participants

Convenors:

1. Dr.Ira NOVECK
Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique
(CNRS)
Institut des Sciences Cognitives
67 Boulevard Pinel
69675 Bron
France
Tel:  +334 3791 1268
Fax: +334 37911210
Email: noveck@isc.cnrs.fr

2. Professor Dan SPERBER
CNRS-EHESS
Institut Jean Nicod
1bis Avenue Lowendal
75007 Paris
France
Email: dan@sperber.com

ESF/SCH representative:

3. Professor Ekkehard KONIG
Freie Universitat Berlin
Institut flr Englische Philologie
Gosslerstrasse 2-4
14195 Berlin
Germany
Tel:  +49 30 838 72356
Fax: +49 30 838 72323
Email: Koenig@zedat.fu-Berlin.de

Participants:

4. Dr. Josie BERNICOT
Université de Poitiers, UMR CNRS 6096
Laboratoire de Psychologie Langage et
Cognition (LaCo) - MSHS
99 Avenue du Recteur Pineau
86022 Poitiers Cedex
France
Tel:  +33 54945 3244
Fax: +33 54945 4616
Email: josie.bernicot@mshs.univ-poitiers.fr

5. Dr. Anne BEZUIDENHOUT
University of South Carolina
Department of Philosophy
Columbia SC 29208
United States
Tel:  +1803 777 4166
Fax: +1803 7779178
Email: anne1@sc.edu

6. Dr. Robyn CARSTEN
University College London
Department of Phonetics and Linguistics
Gower Street
London WC1E 6BT
United Kingdom
Tel:  +44 207419 3174
Fax: +44 207383 4108
Email: robyn@crow.phon.ucl.ac.uk

7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Professor Dick CARTER
CNRS-EHESS

Institut Jean Nicod

1bis Avenue Lowendal
75007 Paris

France

Dr. Gennaro CHIERCHIA

Universita di Milano-Bicocca
Dipartimento di Psicologia,Edificio U6
Piazza dell'Ateneo Nuovo 1

20126 Milano

Italy

Tel: +39 026448 6742

Fax: +39 02 6488 6705

Email: Gennaro.Chierchia@unimi.it

Dr. Billy CLARK
Middlesex University
White Hart Lane

London N17 8HR

United Kingdom

Tel:  +44 20 8411 6555
Fax: +44 20 8411 6652
Email: b.clark@mdx.ac.uk

Dr. Herbert H. CLARK

Stanford University

Department of Psychology
Building 420

Jordan Hall

Standford CA 94305-2130
United States

Tel:  +1650 493 1907

Fax: +1650 725 5699

Email: herb@psych.stanford.edu

Dr. Seana COULSON

UCSD - Cognitive Science 0515
9500 Gilman Drive

La Jolla CA 92093-0515

United States

Tel: +1 858 822 4037

Fax: +1858534 1128

Email: coulson@cogsci.ucsd.edu

Dr. Aidan FEENEY

University of Durham

Department of Psychology, Science Site
South Road

Durham DH1 3LE

United Kingdom

Tel:  +44 191 3742 649

Email: aidan.feeney@durham.ac.uk

Dr. Raymond GIBBS
University of California
Psychology Department

367 Social Sciences I
Santa Cruz CA 95064
United States

Email: gibbs@cats.ucsc.edu

(continued overleaf)



ESF / SCH - Exploratory Workshop
“Towards Experimental Pragmatics”
Lyon, France, 17-19 May 2001

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Dr. Rachel GIORA

Tel Aviv University
Linguistics

Tel Aviv 69978

Israel

Tel:  +972 3 640 5024
Fax: +9723 640 5109
Email: giorar@post.tau.ac.il

Professor Vittorio GIROTTO
Universita degli Studi di Trieste
Dipartimento de Psicologia

Via S. Anastasio 12

34127 Trieste

Italy

Tel:  +39 04067 62 734

Fax: +39 040 676 2757
Email: girotto@univ.trieste.it

Dr. Sam GLUCKSBERG
Princeton University
Department of Psychology
Princeton NJ 08544

United States

Tel:  +1609 258 4431
Fax: +1609 258 1113
Email: samg@princeton.edu

Dr. Maria Teresa GUASTI
Universita di Milano-Bicocca
Dipartimento di Psicologia

Piazza dell'Ateneo Nuovo 1

20126 Milano

Italy

Tel:  +39 02 6448 6426

Fax: +39 02 6448 6705

Email: mariateresa.guasti@unimi.it

Dr. Simon HANDLEY

University of Plymouth, Faculty of Human
Sciences, Department of Psychology
Centre for Thinking and Language

Drake Circus

Plymouth PLA 8AA

United Kingdom

Tel: +44 1752 233 181

Fax: +44 1752 233 176

Email: S.Handley@plymouth.ac.uk

Dr. Stephen C. LEVINSON
Max-Planck-Institut fiir Psycholinguistik
Language and Cognition Group
Postbus 310

6500 AH Nijmegen

Netherlands

Tel:  +3124 3521277

Fax: +3124 3521300

Email: Stephen.Levinson@mpi.nl

Professor Jacques MOESCHLER

La Cure

Le Bourg

71250 Sainte-Cécile

France

Tel:  +33 3 8550 8488

Fax: +33 3 8550 8549

Email: Jacques.Moeschler@lettres.unige.ch

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Dr. Guy POLITZER

Laboratoire"Cognition et Activités Finalisés"
Université de Paris 8, 2 rue de la Liberté
93526 Saint Denis

France

Tel:  +33 14940 6483

Fax: +3314940 6754

Email: politzer@univ-paris8.fr

Ms. Nausicaa POUSCOULOUS
19 rue Alphand

75013 Paris

France

Tel:  +3314589 2135

Email: pouscoul@idf.ext.jussieu.fr

Dr. Anne REBOUL

CNRS Institut des Sciences Cognitives
67 Boulevard Pinel

69675 Bron Cedex

France

Tel: +334 3791 1248

Fax: +334 37911210

Email: reboul@isc.cnrs.fr

Dr. Frangois RECANATI

Institut Jean Nicod

1bis Avenue de Lowendal

75007 Paris

France

Tel: +33 15555 8623 (CREA)
Email: recanati@poly.polytechnique.fr

Dr. Tony SANFORD
University of Glasgow
Department of Psychology
58 Hillhead Street

Glasgow G12 8QB, Scotland
United Kingdom

Tel:  +44141 330 4058
Fax: +44 141 330 4606
Email: tony@psy.gla.ac.uk

Dr. Johan VAN DER AUWERA
University of Antwerp,
Germaanse Taal-en Letterkunde
Universiteitsplein 1

2610 Wilrijk

Belgium

Tel:  +32 3820 2776

Fax: +32 3820 2762

Email: auwera@uia.ua.ac.be

Dr. Jean-Baptiste VAN DER HENST
University of Leuven

Laboratory of Experimental Psychology
102 Tiensestraat

3000 Leuven

Belgium

Tel: +32 16 3261 43

Email: jvanderhenst@hotmail.com

Dr. Deirdre WILSON

UCL Department of Linguistics
Gower Street

London WC1E 6BT

United Kingdom

Tel:  +44 207679 3153

Email: deirdre@crow.phon.ucl.ac.uk



