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Large cities all over the world are now challenging the
dominance of nation states in various areas of policy and
culture. In Europe, this trend is being accentuated by several
factors, notably integration within the European Union,
which is reducing the capacity of the State to regulate
societies, and the associated economic convergence signified
by the launch of the Euro in 2002. Yet so far there has been
no significant comparative study of the changing relationship
between city and state based on empirical analysis and put
into theoretical perspective. The aim of this Network is to
investigate the changing transnational and international role
of cities, given their great importance in regulating societies
and their increasing political influence.

Urban areas have become actors on the international stage
because of their role in regulating the processes of
globalisation and decentralisation increasingly independently
of nation states. They have also become transnational actors
through building networks that cut across national structures
in order to promote and protect their own interests. To some
extent these networks may conflict with the state and with
other regional bodies.

The work of CITTA will be carried out through two major
areas of investigation, focusing (a) on city networks, and (b)
on cities. City networks are defined as institutionally
formalised cooperation between cities. Key questions to be
answered include how these networks function, what are the
common and competing interests of the participating cities,
who the leaders are, and whether networks’ effectiveness
correspond to actors’ expectations. The role of the European
Union and its policies on integration will be analysed in the
light of the opportunities offered for city networks to
develop. This role will be explored through comparison of
intra-EU metropolitan areas with equivalents in North
America and accession countries. The historical evolution of
networks will be set against the development of professional
elites and policy communities, as well as the wider trends of
municipal autonomy and internationalism. In the end, the
analysis should permit the CITTA Network to understand if
and how city networking may constitute a response to the
territorial impact of globalisation.

The other major focus of investigation is on individual cities
as actors, and specifically the agents who represent cities on
the international stage: city politicians, business leaders and
other local elites or notables. We shall ask:

1) Who leads and mobilises the urban actors? Political actors
themselves, business leaders, or other groups? 2) The impact
of “foreign policy”, and international networking, on the
internal governance of metropolitan areas, on the political
position of urban actors within local arenas, and on
intergovernmental relationships between locality, region,
state and supranational levels. The Network has a two stage
research strategy. The initial phase will map the networks
European cities are involved in, while the second will focus
on specific city networks and the paradiplomacy of selected
cities. Cities chosen for initial study include Amsterdam,
London, Lyon, Madrid, Manchester, Milan, Paris, Rome, and
Valencia. In North America, Montreal and Toronto (Canada)
will be included as part of a comparative research funded by
the Canadian government.

The most important activities of CITTA are seminars,
workshops and the exchange of doctoral students. Seminars
are meetings of the core group and doctoral students where
the progress of the comparative research will be assessed and
discussed. Workshops are larger events where the research
will be discussed with the academic world and where specific
issues will be addressed such as the historical dimension of
city networks or the role of civil society in the paradiplomacy
of cities. CITTA will also involve doctoral students as full
time researchers with the intent to build structural exchanges
between doctoral students under the advisorship of the core
group and others belonging to additional universities of
Europe.

This Network was approved by the ESF Network Group
in November 2002 for a three-year period



Cities as international and transnational actors: history, current dynamics and future role (CITTA)

Steering Commiittee
Professor Christian Lefévre
(Co-chair)

Laboratoire Techniques, Territoires
et Sociétés (LATTS)

Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées

(ENPC)

Université Paris 8

6-8 avenue Blaise Pascal

Cité Descartes

77455 Marne-la-Vallée cedex 2
France

Tel: +33 164 153596

Fax: +33 1 64 15 36 00
Email: lefevre@enpc.fr

and (until September 2003):

Visiting Professor
Facolta di Sociologia
Universita la Sapienza
00198 Roma

Italy

Tel: +39 06 372 15 49
Fax: +39 06 49 91 83 72
Email: lefevre@enpc.fr

Professor Ernesto d’Albergo
(Co-chair)

Dipartimento “Innovazione e Societa”
Universita “La Sapienza”

Via Salaria 113

00198 Roma

Italy

Tel: +39 06 84 08 66 16

Fax: +39 06 84 08 66 17

Email: e.dalbergo@polity.it

Professor Michael Hebbert
School of Planning and Landscape
University of Manchester

Oxford Road

Manchester M13 9PL

United Kingdom

Tel: +44 161 275 6898

Fax: +44 161 275 68 93

Email: michael.hebbert®man.ac.uk

Professor Bernard Jouve
Laboratoire RIVES/ENTPE
Rue Maurice Audin

69518 Vaulx-en-Velin cedex
France

Tel: +33472047024

Fax: +33 47204 70 88

Email: Jouve@entpe.fr

and (until October 2003):

Visiting Professor

Département de Géographie
Université du Québec a Montréal
Case Postale 8888

Succursale Centre-Ville
Montréal (Québec) H3C 3P8
Canada

Tel: +1 514 987 3000 (ext 4946)

Email: jouve@videotron.ca

Mr. José Manuel Rodriguez
Alvarez

Associate Professor
Department of Political Science
and International Relationships
Autonomous University of Madrid
(UAM)

Plaza de Espafia 17

Planta segunda

28008 Madrid

Spain

Tel: +34 91 586 59 18

Fax: +34 91 586 22 23

Email: josemanuelra@yahoo.es

Dr. Pieter Terhorst

Senior Researcher

Amsterdam Study Centre for the
Metropolitan Environment
University of Amsterdam
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 130

1018 VZ Amsterdam
Netherlands

Tel: +31 20 525 40 83

Fax: +31 20 525 40 51

Email: pterhorst@fmg.uva.nl

ESF Liaison

Dr. Henk Stronkhorst

Head of Unit, Scientific Secretary
Ms. Caroline Eckert
Administrative Assistant

Tel: +33 (0)3 88 76 71 42
Fax: +33 (0)3 88 37 05 32

Email: ceckert@esf.org

www.esf.org/citta

The European Science Foundation acts as a catalyst for the development
of science by bringing together leading scientists and funding agencies
to debate, plan and implement pan-European initiatives.

The ESF Network scheme is coordinated from the Foundation’s Strasbourg headquarters.
For further information and application procedures contact:

Tony Mayer

Tel: +33 (0)3 88 76 71 46 - Fax: +33 (0)3 88 37 05 32 - Email: networks@esf.org

European Science Foundation - 1quai Lezay-Marnésia - 67080 Strasbourg cedex France - WWW Home Page: http://www.esf.org



