Maciej Kurcz

Nimule — the Gateway to the Southern Sudan
A Man and a Border in South-Sudanese City
(a report)

A project is an anthropological research into the dynamics of borderland’s notion in
modern Africa from the daily life perspective. Project is based on empirical material and
series of in-depth ethnographic fieldworks are being planned in the South-Sudanese Nimule —
a city on the border with Uganda.

During my stay in Edinburgh I undertook an intensive study of library resources. I
paid special attention to the formation of specific frontier social patterns in the past. The
subject of my work was also the ethnographic context of the experience of borderness in the
African border cities. Gathered information will surely be very useful in my further
investigations, especially in the field. As a result the structure of my future empirical works as
well as methodology have been précised.

Thanks to the scholarship I could have actively participated in anniversary conference
CAS 50. Cutting Edges and Retrospectives. This conference allowed me to obtain a
significant amount of high-quality knowledge that will help with my investigations. I have
been inspired by the researches of many colleagues who had studied frontier regions of Sub-
Saharan Africa.

During my stay in the Centre of African Studies I prepared three scientific articles (on
»gender issue”, ,traditional experience of borderness” and ,,Sudan as civilization frontier”),
that deal with very recent writings on African Borderland. Two of them will be published in
scientific journals in Poland this year. I intend to transform further ,,Sudan — civilisational
frontier” into a book.

Finally at University of Edinburgh I had a chance to gather interesting data, which will
be useful in my lectures for students of anthropology at University of Silesia and the
Jagiellonian University. I also intend to incorporate the gathered information and reflections
into preparation of my habilitation exam.

I could only summarize here some of the benefits from Aborne Exchange Grant. I am
particularly very grateful for the chance of further, intensive collaboration with scholars from

Aborne as well as from CAS.
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