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Scientific report of the EHPS-Net International Summer School in Historical Demography -Introductory course, 31 May-9 June 2013, Cluj-Napoca, Romania


	Summary


Between 31 May – 9 June 2013 the European Historical Population Samples Network (EHPS-Net) and the Babeş-Bolyai University (Cluj-Napoca, Romania) organized an International Summer School in Historical Demography at the Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania. 
The summer school was open for post-doctoral researches, PhD students and MA students, from socio-economic sciences, humanities, geography and medical sciences. Twenty students attended to the summer school, coming from the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Russia, Ukraine, Slovakia and The Netherlands. The teachers invited to teach for the summer school were very well-known scholars in the field of historical demography and in their specific research area (George Alter, Joshua Goldstein, Kees Mandemakers, Gunnar Thorvaldsen, Antoinette Fauve-Chamoux, Siegfried Gruber, to name just few of them). 

The program was organized in 24 sessions addressing theoretical and methodological issues, combined with practical exercises.
	Scientific content and discussions at the event


The summer school opened on Friday, 31 May with a welcome speech addressed by Dr. Ioan Bolovan, vice-rector of Babeş-Bolyai University and a short keynote speech on the scientific background of the workshop, presented by Christa Matthys. A welcome reception was offered to the participants in the evening. 

Saturday, 1 June was dedicated to a complex overview of historical demography. George Alter, from the University of Michigan, USA, spread the whole day into three sessions: the first day he taught about Family and Household Systems and the Demographic Transition, after the lunch he dealt with Sources and Methods (parish register, census list, civil registers) and in the last session he presented some database tools. 
The morning session of the second day, 2 June, was dedicated to the epidemiological transition: Nynke van den Boomen (Radboud University, Nijmegen, The Netherlands) presented a course with several topics related to the epidemiological transition: timing and patterns of (infant/child) mortality decline, death-clustering, medicine and public health, standard of living, individual and family behaviors, bio-medical issues. In the afternoon session George Alter continued his presentation on sources and methods as well as database tools, combining the theoretical aspects with practical exercises (aggregation queries, joining tables).

The third day was split again into two parts: in the morning session Joshua Goldstein and Christa Matthys (Max Plank Institute for Demographic Research) presented their classes several topics about fertility. The aim of their classes was twofold: to introduce the students to important concepts and debates in fertility research and to teach them how to calculate or interpret various fertility measures. In the introduction, the students got a descriptive overview of the demographic transition, focusing in particular on the fertility decline: what did actually happen in various European countries? Subsequently, the focus shifted to the theories that have tried to explain why this decline occurred. Several key concepts were explained: natural versus controlled fertility, adaptation versus innovation, diffusion, etc. Large research projects, such as the Princeton European fertility project and the Eurasia project were discussed. 
In the afternoon session they focused on three types of measures: aggregate measures, event history analysis, own child methods. Students had to calculate Coale’s indices along with the instructor and were asked to reflect on data issues in an exercise.  The Coale-Trussell-model, event history techniques and own child methods were also introduced to the students. Here the focus was on interpretation (not calculation) and on the interaction between data and method. For instance, for the event history analysis, an example from the literature was shown and discussed in a very interactive way and then the trainer demonstrated a similar model step by step in class, using family reconstitution data. 

During the evening session Kees Mandemakers delivered an introduction about Database structures and the Intermediate Database Structure (IDS). Main focus was a practice with Access. After teaching the Access query system, students started to work on the basis of a release of the basic data of the Historical Sample of the Netherlands. They got seven tasks to fulfill. This practical lessons were continued the next day and Friday morning (the 7th of June).
4 June was divided in four sessions, each of these with a specific topic: in the morning session Antoinette Fauve-Chamoux delivered a course on marriage patterns (aging, mixing, repeated marrying), celibacy, widowhoods and orphans. Next one was Gunnar Thorvaldsen (Norwegian Historical Data Centre, University of Tromso, Norway) teaching about several theoretical aspects of migration - micro and macro theories, types of migration (single - group, circular - permanent etc.), migration records.
During the third session of 4 June Christa Matthys explained the life course transitions: nuptiality and migration. The aim was to tackle these complicated issues from a particular perspective, namely the study of domestic service. A second aim was to learn the students how to calculate mean age at marriage from census data. Due to time constraints, only the SMAM-calculation could be done.

During the afternoon session Kees Mandemakers delivered a one hour lecture about social stratification (social class, social position, social structure), practice with HISCO and basic social mobility models like the status attainment model (Blau and Duncan).
On 5 June Gunnar Thorvaldsen (Norwegian Historical Data Centre, University of Tromso, Norway) and Siegfried Gruber (Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research, Germany) shared the floor. Gunnar Thorvaldsen made an introduction to cross-sectional data: sources, uses of cross-sectional data, challenges. Most important sources to be introduced were the census databases as kept by IPUMS, NAPP and the MOSAIC project. Siegfried Gruber delivered three sessions during the day. The first section handled research issues in historical household and family structure and dealt especially with the importance of households as a unit of analysis in historical demographic research. A major part involved the definition of a household and the criticism and problems with the concept of the household. The final part was about the functions of households and the possibility to combine the household concept with other approaches. The second section was about “Measurement and classification systems of households”. The major possibilities are to classify households by size, generations, or structure respectively composition. The most important systems are the ones introduced by Eugene A. Hammel and Peter Laslett for historical demographers and the one suggested by the United Nations and Eurostat for contemporary censuses and surveys. The third section was a hands-on computer workshop on classifying households. The students had to classify households from two different censuses (Rostock in 1900 and Serbian villages in 1884) into the scheme advocated by Eugene A. Hammel and Peter Laslett.

In the evening of 5 June, both the students and teachers were invited to join the opening reception of the international conference ‘Intermarriage through History’, organized by the Centre for Population Studies. In the morning of 6 June the students attended the conference until lunch and in the afternoon they were asked to write and submit reports based on the attended panels. They were asked to use what they learned in the field of historical demography, especially in sources and methods respect, for an objective review of the papers. 

On 7 June extra practical exercises were delivered in the morning session. In the second part of this session the teachers evaluated with the students the course, in groups of 5, based on a preset questionnaire that was filled in by the students and on free input. In the afternoon the student attended the conference again, while the teachers had a meeting in order to decide who would receive the certificates, handed out in the last session of the summer school, in a more informal way.

On Saturday, 8 June the teachers discussed the outcomes of the evaluation, see also the next session. A more formal evaluation will take place in October at the meeting of the Working Group on Education. 
	Assessments of the results and impact of the event on the future directions of the field


All in all, according to the reactions of the students and the teachers the workshop was successful. The evaluation resulted in several suggestions with the aim to improve a possible succeeding course of which all agreed that this should be realized in the following year. A more formal evaluation will take place in October at the meeting of the Working Group on Education. 
General opinion was that the course was too short; especially the practices where they learned to  work with software Excell and Access. Suggested solutions: Make a two week course, first week learning how to use the software (or 2 * 4 days); Alternatively a two week course with theory in the morning and practice in the afternoon; Establish minimum levels what they should know about working with computers before attending the course.
Also the course should be better structured including a better preparation for the students:

Make links with Youtube video’s concerning the material; More detailed program in advance including the teaching materials like datasets; Making a list of specifications of what they should learn; Make a central dropbox that is used by all teachers; Let all teachers drop their power points etc. in that dropbox beforehand

There is a serious language problem; quite a lot of students have difficulty in always following the teacher. This problem could be at least partly tackled by making a list per subject of all definitions and concepts that will be discussed with a description of what it means (that will also give more structure to the whole course).
Relation with advanced courses: It is necessary to specify the start levels of the advanced courses. That should be the output levels of the introduction course. Maybe the introduction course should be split into two courses given the specific problems of some of the students.

Annexes

	Programme of the meeting


	31 May
	

	09:00-
	Arrival and accommodation of the trainees and trainers - 

7 Pandurilor st. and City Plaza Hotel

	19:00
	Welcome and introductory briefing – Restaurant Parc, Universitas Complex

	1 June
	

	09:00-13:00 

Issues in historical demography
	Family and Household Systems and Transition (George Alter) 
· Hajnal

· Laslett and Wall

· The French School

	
	Breaks from 10:15-10:30 and 11:45-12:00

	13:00-14:30
	Lunch 

	14:30-17:00 
	Sources & Methods (George Alter) 

· Parish registers

· Status animarum

· Census lists and civil registers

	
	Breaks from 15:30-15:45 and 16:45-17:00

	17:00-18:30


	Database tools (George Alter)
Creating Tables

Simple Queries

	
	

	2 June
	

	09:00-13:00 

Issues in historical demography
	Epidemiological transition (Nynke van den Boomen)

· Timing and patterns of (infant/child) mortality decline, death-clustering

· Medicine and public health 

· Standard of living

· Individual and family behaviors

· Bio-medical issues

	
	Breaks from 10:15-10:30 and 11:45-12:00

	13:00-14:30
	Lunch

	14:30-17:00 
	Sources & Methods (George Alter)

· Life and mortality tables

· Family Reconstitution

· Event History analysis

	
	Breaks from 15:30-15:45 and 16:45-17:00

	17:00-18:30


	Database tools (George Alter)

Aggregation Queries 

Joining Tables

	
	

	3 June
	

	09:00-13:00

Issues in historical demography
	Research issues in fertility (Joshua Goldstein)
· Fertility transition

· Geographic diffusion, socio-economic gradients

· The Natural Fertility Model

· The Princeton European Fertility Project

· Adaptation versus Innovation

· Marital and non-marital fertility

· Theories: Malthus, Coale, Becker,Easterlin

	
	Breaks from 10:15-10:30 and 11:45-12:00

	13:00-14:30
	Lunch

	14:30-17:00 Sources & Methods
	Measuring Fertility (Joshua Goldstein)

· Introduction and motivation

· Aggregate measures 

· Own child methods

· Event history methods

	
	Breaks from 15:30-15:45 and 16:45-17:00

	17:00-18:30

Database tools
	Database structures and the IDS system (Kees Mandemakers)
· Background of the IDS: Reasons for the development of this structure 

· Explanation of the IDS structure (INDIV, CONTEXT tables)

· Making queries from HSN database 

	4 June
	

	09:00-13:00 Issues in historical demography
	Nuptiality (Antoinette Fauve-Chamoux)
· Marriage patterns (aging, mixing, repeated marrying) 

· Celibacy

· Widowhoods and orphans

Migration (Gunnar Thorvaldsen)
· Micro and Macro theories

· Types of migration (single - group, circular - permanent etc.)

· Migration records

	
	Breaks from 10:15-10:30 and 11:45-12:00

	13:00-14:30
	Lunch

	14:30-17:00 

Sources & Methods
	Measuring life course transitions (Chrysta Mathys) 
· Nuptiality (aggregate measures and event history analysis)
· Migration (focus on age at leaving home)

· Social mobility (Kees Mandemakers)
One hour lecture about social stratification (social class, social position, social structure), practice with HISCO, basic social mobility models like the status attainment model [Blau and Duncan], cyclical and structural mobility.

	
	Breaks from 15:30-15:45 and 16:45-17:00

	17:00-18:30

Database tools
	Continuation of practice started up the day before / Time for questions (Kees Mandemakers)

	5 June
	

	09:00-13:00 

Issues in historical demography
	1. Introduction to cross-sectional data: sources, uses of cross-sectional data, challenges (Introduction to IPUMS, NAPP and MOSAIC) (Gunnar Thorvaldsen)
2. Research Issues in Historical Household and Family Structure: Why we care about household structure? (Siegfried Gruber)

	
	Breaks from 10:15-10:30 and 11:45-12:00

	13:00-14:30
	Lunch

	14:30-17:00 

Sources & Methods
	Different household classification systems  (Siegfried Gruber)
· Measurement and classification of households

· A review of classification systems and methods for applying to household listings.

	
	Breaks from 15:30-15:45 and 16:45-17:00

	17:00-18:30

Database tools
	Hands-on computer workshop (Siegfried Gruber)
· Downloading and setting up data

· Classifying households

	19:30
	Welcome reception, Intermarriage Conference,1 Mihail Kogălniceanu st.

	6 June
	

	09:00-13:30
	Trainees attend the conference “Intermarriage through History”

· Free choice of panels

	
	Break from 10:30-11:00

	13:30-14:30
	Lunch

	14:30-18:30
	Trainees write and submit reports based on attended panels 

	20:00
	Cocktail, Restaurant Parc, Pandurilor st.

	7 June
	

	09:00-11:00
	Extra practice lessons in the morning or further participation in the conference

	
	Breaks from 11:00-11:30 

	11:30-13:00
	Evaluation in small groups (one teacher with 4 or 5 students) by way of a small questionnaire (list of points to attend to) and free input

	13:00-14:00
	Lunch

	14:00-15:30
	Participation in conference for students; General meeting of the theachers

	15:30-17:00
	Final meeting, ceremony to hand out the certificates and drinks

	8 June
	

	10:00-14:00
	· Evaluation of the summer school

	9 June
	Departure


	Full list of instructors


George Alter Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR),  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 48109 USA, altergc@umich.edu

Nynke van den Boomen, Radboud Universiteit, Comeniuslaan 4, 6525 HP Nijmegen, The Netherlands, n.vandenboomen@let.ru.nl
Antoinette Fauve-Chamoux, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Science Sociales (EHESS),  190-198 avenue de France 75244 Paris cedex 13, France, fauve@msh-paris.fr

Joshua Goldstein, Max Plank Institute for Demographic Research, Konrad-Zuse-Straße 118057 Rostock, Germany Germany, Goldstein@demogr.mpg.de

Siegfried Gruber, Max Plank Institute for Demographic Research, Konrad-Zuse-Straße 118057 Rostock, Germany Germany, gruber@demogr.mpg.de

Kees Mandemakers, International Institute of Social History, EHPS-Net, Cruquiusweg 31, 1019 AT Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Chrysta Matthys, Max Plank Institute for Demographic Research, Konrad-Zuse-Straße 118057 Rostock, Germany Germany, Christa.Matthys@UGent.be

Gunnar Thorvaldsen, Norwegian Historical Data Centre, University of Tromsø, Hansine Hansens veg 14, 9019 Tromsø, Norway, gunnar.thovaldsen@uit.no
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