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ESF NTNU – meeting ‘Broader Public & Future Prospects’

6-8 March 2014, CENTRE FRANCO-NORVEGIEN EN SCIENCES SOCIALES ET HUMAINES, Paris, FR
ESF Research Networking Programme ‘Rights to a Green Future’ (ENRI-Future)

Organisers:

May Thorseth, Dept. Philosophy, Norwegian University of Science and Technology

Marcus Düwell & Gerhard Bos -Ethics Institute, Utrecht University

Summary 
The meeting took place 6-8 March 2014 in Paris, France.  It was funded by ESF and NTNU, and facilitated by the CENTRE FRANCO-NORVEGIEN EN SCIENCES SOCIALES ET HUMAINES. The Centre was kind enough to organize accommodation, make arrangements with restaurants and provide lunch and dinner during the first day. The meeting, organized in the Centre’s premises, was an internal meeting of steering committee members with some network members who have been very involved in the networking programme. The aim of the meeting was to discuss the following three subjects: book publication for broader public; e-course ‘rights to a green future’; future of the network.
As sustainability issues are of importance to an audience broader than the research community, the ESF networking programme Rights to a Green Future is committed to share its results to that broader audience. To that effect, it has adopted two strategies: (i) publishing a more popularized version of some significant activities and results in the network; and (ii) developing an academic e-course on the network’s theme that should - in the end - be available at different universities for students across the world. The format of the book and the editing process was discussed in more detail, and agreements were made to make sure the book will be published in due time. 

The Ethics Institute of Utrecht University has launched a couple of e-courses among which – as a pilot – one called ‘rights to a green future’. The general idea behind such a course was communicated to the attendees, and interest was expressed to develop the course further to integrate in at the different home institutes of several participants.
It was agreed to frame a research agenda around the network’s theme. Possibilities were suggested and agreements were made to explore future collaboration, in particular in the context of horizon 2020.
Description of the scientific content of and discussion at the event 

The meeting was in two days, with the first day devoted to discussing the book project which should meet two requirements: address a broader audience, and frame the network’s proceedings together with a research agenda. The audience was identified as including students, policy makers and academics within a non-philosophical discipline. The scope and structure of the book was agreed upon. It was agreed to appoint one editor, to coordinate and rewrite contributions on eight themes to be delivered by the same number of teams of authors. The editor’s task is to structure the writing process from the start. Based on abstracts, the editor should make corrections and suggestions to ensure coherence of the publication. Based on these, the authors write drafts to be revised by the editor so that they can be discussed during the final conference of the network in October. It is the editor’s responsibility to rewrite these individual contributions so that they coherently address a broader audience. 
The second day started with a short expose of what an e-course allows for: online assignments, lectures simultaneously offered to students from different institutions, supervised by professors from different institutions, while avoiding complications with travel, registration fee and leaving the accreditation to the different institutes.  The e-course ‘rights to a green future’ is currently being offered as a pilot from a University Utrecht-based platform ‘Elevate Humanities’. This is a master’s level course which functions in Utrecht as part of more extensive, real-life course. The course is introductory, with a focus on philosophy (law, institutions, motivation, politics and ethics).  We could further the network by organizing visits of teachers to Utrecht to help developing the course. Further, the course could be part of a program in which staff and students meet in, e.g., summer schools or workshops.
The remainder of the meeting during the second day was devoted to discussing strategies for furthering collaboration among the partners in the network around the network’s theme. In this regard, it was agreed to write a research agenda, to be published together with the final publication.  
Assessment of the results and impact of the event on the future direction of the field 

The meeting’s main impact was organizational, to ensure that possibilities are efficiently explored and used to reach out to a broader audience and maintain collaboration around the network’s theme.
Final program of the meeting

Thursday 6 March (in case you arrive early) 


20.00 

Dinner at restaurant Le Bouillon de Racine (close to hotel) 3, rue de Racine, 75006 Paris, tél. 0144321560, bouillon.racine@wanadoo.fr
Friday 7 March  



12.00: 

Meet up in the vestibule at CENTRE FRANCO-NORVEGIEN EN SCIENCES SOCIALES ET HUMAINES Fondation Maison des Sciences de l'Homme (address above).


12.00 - 12.15 
Professor Bjarne Rogan, director of the centre, gives introduction about the Centre Franco-Norvegien and its location at Fondation Maison des Sciences de l’Homme (FMSH), Salle 640

12.15 – 13.15
Lunch, Canteen

13.15 – 13.30  
Welcome, Salle 640

13.30 – 17.30 
Discussion of the book as final synthetizing outcome of the project, Salle 640

20.00 

Dinner Le Petit Prince 12, rue de Lanneau, 75005 Paris, tél. 0143547726
Saturday 8 march


9.00 – 10.00
e-Course, Salle 1 (in the vestibule)

10.00-13.00
Evaluation of the ENRI-project, Salle 1 



Future Research perspectives, Horizon 2020 and possible 






follow-up-projects


13.00

Lunch, Le Café Gourmand
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