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Science Meeting – Scientific Report
The scientific report (WORD or PDF file - maximum of seven A4 pages) should be submitted online within two months of the event. It will be published on the ESF website.
Proposal Title: Mensenrechten en Klimaat - Toekomstige generaties en hun vertegenwoordiging

Application Reference N°: 5793
Summary (up to one page) 
1) Description of the scientific content of and discussions at the event (up to four pages)
Starting with the kick-off workshop in Bucharest (2011), followed by a workshop in Graz (2012), a series of workshops on the five publication themes: i.e., (i) representation of future generations, (ii) intergenerational human rights, (iii) risks and rights, (iv) pathways to sustainability, and (v) developing countries (2013), the final conference for 2014 was an occasion for all network members to meet again and discuss results and questions with each other and a broader audience. The final conference ‘Rights to a Green Future’ took place from 28 – 31 October 2014, in Kontakt der Kontinenten, Soesterberg, the Netherlands. 
In the context of this conference, as an activity for a broader public, a politically oriented meeting was organized in The Hague on the 29th of October, Nieuwspoort.  To the effect of organizing a successful meeting (both in terms of scientific input as well as in terms of inviting the relevant parties at the meeting) it was agreed that Marcus Duewell of the Ethics Institute would organize this meeting together with Dietz Dröge & van Loo a Netherlands’ based government affairs, government relations and public policy firm, specialized in topics of sustainability. 
The theme of the meeting was ‘representation of future generations’. Sandor Fulop of the world future council and former ombudsman future generations of Hungary, Marcus Düwell discussed with representatives Ruth Peetoom Christian Democrats (CDA), Jan Vos of the Labour Party (Partij van de Arbeid), Gijs Dröge of Green Liberals (Liberaal Groen), and several NGO’s including princess Laurentien van Oranje (Missing Chapter Foundation), Dennis van Berkel (Urgenda), and Jan van de Venis (Worldconnectors). 

During the 2-hour meeting, every representative gave a short statement explicating his or her support for a representative of future generations in the Netherlands. Marcus Duwell emphasized that institutional representation is necessary and justified in terms of human rights, as the state should recognize and respect human rights as protecting vulnerabilities of human beings in face of climate change. Sandor Fulop gave an overview of successful and experimental institutions for representation of future generations. He spelled out several requirements, including sufficient and interdisciplinary manpower, independent, right to give asked and unasked advice. Urgenda, an NGO suing the Dutch government to enforce green development, would appreciate such representation as addition to the existing legal means we have to demand the state to act sustainably. The Labour party supported the idea of representation of future generations emphasizing the idea of solidarity and justice to our children and future generations more broadly. The Christian Democrats, while emphasizing the need to integrate such representation in existing institutional structures, supported representation with the notion of stewardship – including the responsibility we have for future people. Green Liberals emphasized that within the liberal camp the idea of responsibility for future people in face of climate change and resource use is slowly being recognized. 

Following this there was ample opportunity for officials and representatives of other NGO’s to ask questions, and have them addressed. Among the participants of were the ombudsman of the Netherlands and several officials from other state bodies, as well as many people working for different NGO’s. 
2) Assessment of the results and impact of the event on the future directions of the field (up to two pages)



There is no majority for representation of future generations in the Netherlands, primarily because there are some major differences in insight of how to implement such representation. However, the parties present at this meeting are – if complemented with the green parties – representing a large body that could gain sufficient leverage for deeper exploring the conditions of such representation in the Netherlands. Currently Dietz Dröge & van Loo is communicating with officials on the possibilities for the Ethics Insitute to take the lead in exploring the possibility of such representation in the Netherlands.
4) 
Annexes 4a) and 4b): Programme of the meeting and full list of speakers and participants

Annex 4a: Programme of the meeting

Mensenrechten en Klimaat 
Toekomstige generaties en hun vertegenwoordiging

29 oktober 2014

Perscentrum Nieuwspoort Den Haag

Programma

12.30 - 13.00  
Inloop met koffie en thee

13.00 – 13.05 
Opening door dagvoorzitter Jan van de Venis - Worldconnectors

13.05 – 13.30
Blok 1
Marcus Düwell – directeur Ethiek Instituut, Universiteit Utrecht en voorzitter ESF Rights to a Green Future

Sándor Fülöp – voormalig Ombudsman toekomstige generaties Hongarije (EN)



Discussie met de zaal


13.30 - 14.00 
Blok 2


Dennis van Berkel – climate change advocate Urgenda



Gijs Dröge – voorman Liberaal Groen



Discussie met de zaal

14.00 – 14.25 
Blok 3
Agnes Mulder – CDA woordvoerder economische zaken, innovatie, energie en duurzaamheid


Jan Vos – PvdA woordvoerder energie & klimaat 


Discussie met de zaal

14.25 - 14.30 
Videopresentatie Laurentien van Oranje-Nassau

14.30 – 15.00 
Netwerkgelegenheid

Annex 4b: Full list of speakers and participants
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