3rd European Workshop on Social Neuroscience (24-28 June 2013), Ghent, Belgium
1) Summary 

Organizers:

Van Overwalle, Frank (Vrije Universiteit Brussel) 

In collaboration with:

Brass, Marcel (Universiteit Gent) 

Samson, Dana (Université Catholique de Louvain-la-Neuve)

Arnaud D'Argembeau (University of Liège)

This intensive 5-days workshop was meant to provide participants (pre-doc students) with an introduction to theory in social and affective neuroscience. Invited lecturers gave an overview of the current state of theory and research findings in EEG and fMRI research on social cognition and social affect. Aspects of the measurement methods, design requirements, experimental set-up, data processing were discussed in an applied context. The workshop was set up in the form of lectures and demonstrations, with ample time for question-answer sessions  with the teachers.

New for this year was that participants could present their own work (design of upcoming studies or results) in the form of posters, that were discussed by the other participants and teachers.

Applicants were pre-doc students who are seriously considering to begin doing social neuroscientific work, or who have already some experience but want to learn more about it. 

The course was given by the following qualified experts for the overview of current research and theory: 

1. Antonia Hamilton (Nottingham, U.K)

2. Agnes Kovacs (Budapest, Hungary)

3. Claus Lamm (University of Vienna, Austria)

4. Ian Apperly (Birmingham, U.K)

5. Frank Van Overwalle (Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium)

6. Marcel Brass (Universiteit Gent, Belgium)

7. Dana Samson (Université Catholique de Louvain, Belgium)

8. Arnaud D'Argembeau (University of Liège, Belgium)

2) Description of the scientific content 

As the meeting is a workshop for pre-doc students of which the content is described above (and in the program below), it is obvious that the purpose of the meeting is educational, that is, to teach the main theoretical ideas and state-of-the-art methods currently used in social neuroscience research. The goals of the workshop was not to provide an introduction on methods, but rather on general theoretical approaches and ideas in the field of social and affective neuroscience.
3) Assessment of the results and impact of the event on the future direction of the field
Consequently, the targeted impact of the meeting resides in the possibility given to the students to learn these topics and use them in their own research, to inspire their own research, and to become part of the larger network of social and affective neuroscience researchers. 
After the workshop, an electronic questionnaire was held, on which the participants could answer from 1 = “Not at all useful” to 5 = “Very useful”. The results of 28 respondents (out of 34 participants) are shown below.
As you can see, the participants found networking the most useful aspect of the workshop, followed by the increased knowledge about the field, and ending with ideas and inspiration for their own research (almost all responses > 4). Although unrelated to the aims of the workshop, they also found methodological and presentational issues quite useful. 
Perhaps most importantly, all participants found that the workshop should continue in the future and would recommend it to other students.
	Questions related to the theoretical goals of the workshop
	 

	How useful did you find the Social Neuroscience WORKSHOP for (1-5 rating)
	 

	…meeting young researchers from other countries
	4.8

	…talking to professors/senior researchers from other countries
	4.6

	…building a network of social psychologists outside my university
	4.6

	…making new friends outside my university
	4.5

	...expanding your general knowledge in social neuroscience
	4.4

	…learning about theories or models you were not familiar with
	4.3

	…providing encouragement and motivation for further research 
	4.2

	...providing ideas and suggestions concerning related work (e.g., relevant theories/papers)
	4.1

	...providing ideas for further research in your line of interest
	4.0

	...receiving information specifically relevant to your own research (Ph.D. project or other)
	3.5

	 
	 

	Questions unrelated to the direct goals of the workshop
	 

	...refining your research skills
	3.6

	…learning to present your own research at an international conference
	3.5

	…learning about new methods
	3.5

	...providing solutions or suggestions for any research issues or difficulties you were experiencing
	3.3

	…getting experience in presenting in English language 
	3.2

	 
	 

	General recommendations concerning the workshop
	 

	Would you recommend other Ph.D. students from your university to participate in next year’s WORKSHOP (if it would be organized)?  
	100%

	Would you suggest that the organizers continue the WORKSHOP program in the future?   
	100%

	 
	 

	Participants
	 

	How old are you? (in years)
	27.0

	What is your gender? (% Male)
	32%

	How many years have you been working on your PhD  (in Years)?
	1.5


4a) Final program of the meeting
	Time
	Monday 
	Tuesday
	Wednesday 
	Thursday
	Friday

	08:00-08:30
	 
	Breakfast 
	Breakfast 
	Breakfast 
	Breakfast 

	08:30-10:30
	

Arrival
	Imitation and intentionality
(Marcel Brass)
	The mentalizing brain
(Ian Apperly)
	Social Neuroscience: Insights from patients with brain-damage 
(Dana Samson)
	start at 9:30
Neuroscience of Emotion and Morality 
(Claus Lamm)

	10:30-11:00
	 
	Coffee break
	Coffee break
	Coffee break
	Coffee break

	11:00-13:00
	 
	Developmental social neuroscience
(Agnes Kovacs)
	(continued)

Posters
	The social neuroscience of self-knowledge
(Arnaud d'Argembeau)
	Neuroscience of Emotion and Morality 
(Claus Lamm)

	13:00-14:30
	 
	Lunch 
	Lunch & Posters
	Lunch 
	Lunch 

	14:30-16:30
	The social brain: An introduction
(Van Overwalle)
	Social interaction in the typical and autistic brain
(Antonia Hamilton)
	
Social program

	Non-social functions of mentalizing areas
(Van Overwalle)
	Question time with teachers of the day - Final thoughts

	16:30-17:00
	Coffee break
	Coffee break
	 
	Coffee break
	Drink

	17:00-18:00
	Question time 
	Question time with teachers of the day
	 
	Question time with teachers of the day
	Departure


4b) Teachers and organizers (n=8)
	Name
	Affiliation
	Country
	Email
	Also (Main/Co) Organizer

	Ian Apperly
	University of Birmingham
	U.K.
	i.a.apperly@Bham.ac.uk
	

	Marcel Brass
	University of Ghent
	Belgium
	marcel.brass@ugent.be
	*

	Arnaud D'Argembeau
	University of Liège
	Belgium
	a.dargembeau@ulg.ac.be
	*

	Antonia Hamilton
	University of Nottingham 
	U.K.
	antonia.hamilton@nottingham.ac.uk
	

	Agnes Kovacs
	University of Budapest
	Hungary
	agneskovacs@mtapi.hu
	

	Claus Lamm
	University of Vienna
	Austria
	claus.lamm@univie.ac.at
	

	Dana Samson 
	UCLouvain
	Belgium
	dana.samson@uclouvain.be
	*

	Frank Van Overwalle
	Vrije Universiteit Brussel
	Belgium
	frank.vanoverwalle@vub.ac.be
	* (Main)


4b) Participants (n=34)
	Markus
	Abrahamczik
	markus.abrahamczik@univie.ac.at
	Vienna
	Austria

	Mark
	Atkinson
	matkinb@essex.ac.uk
	London
	United Kingdom

	Monica
	Berntsen
	mbernt@essex.ac.uk
	Colchester
	Norway

	Aurélie
	Biervoye
	aurelie.biervoye@uclouvain.be
	1325 Dion-Valmont
	Belgium

	Barbara
	Braams
	b.r.braams@fsw.leidenuniv.nl
	Leiden, Netherlands
	Netherlands

	Luis Carlo
	Bulnes
	lbulnesf@vub.ac.be
	Bruxelles
	Belgium

	Anya
	Chakraborty
	a.chakraborty@pgr.reading.ac.uk
	Reading
	United Kingdom

	Michael
	Dalili
	michael.dalili@bristol.ac.uk
	Bristol
	United Kingdom

	Julie
	Demblon
	j.demblon@ulg.ac.be
	4140 Sprimont, Liège
	Belgium

	Claudia
	Dillen 
	Claudia.Dillen@ppw.kuleuven.be
	2450 Meerhout
	Belgium

	Indu
	Dubey
	lpxid1@nottingham.ac.uk
	Nottingham
	United Kingdom

	Tessa
	Haesevoets
	tessa.haesevoets@ugent.be
	Leuven
	Belgium

	Elien
	Heleven
	Elien.heleven@gmail.com
	Hasselt
	Belgium

	Koen
	Hogenelst
	k.hogenelst@rug.nl
	Groningen
	Netherlands

	Zuzana
	Kasanova
	z.kasanova@maastrichtuniversity.nl
	Maastricht
	Netherlands

	Katharina
	Koch
	kochkatharina@hotmail.com
	Tübingen
	Germany

	Laëtitia
	Leloup
	laetitia.leloup@uclouvain.be
	1348 Louvain-la-Neuve
	Belgium

	Clément
	Letesson
	clement.letesson@uclouvain.be
	bruxelles
	Belgium

	Patricia
	Lockwood
	p.lockwood@ucl.ac.uk
	London
	United Kingdom

	Amanda
	Marshall
	acmars@essex.ac.uk
	Colchester, CO1 2YD
	Germany

	Rosa
	Meuwese
	r.meuwese@fsw.leidenuniv.nl
	Amsterdam
	Netherlands

	Toby
	Nicholson
	toby.nicholson@plymouth.ac.uk
	Plymouth
	United Kingdom

	Ceylan
	Özdem
	ceylanozdem@gmail.com
	Brussels
	Belgium

	Felipe
	Pegado
	felipepegado@yahoo.com
	3000 Leuven
	Belgium

	Birgit
	Rauchbauer
	birgit.rauchbauer@univie.ac.at
	1010 Vienna
	Austria

	Ayse Berna
	sari
	ayseberna.sari@ugent.be
	Gent
	Belgium

	Livia
	Tomova
	livia.tomova@univie.ac.at
	1200 Vienna
	Austria

	Laurens
	Van Calster
	laurens.vancalster@ulg.ac.be
	Faulx-les-tombes
	Belgium

	Lise 
	Van Schuerbeeck
	lise.vanschuerbeeck@uhasselt.be
	Diepenbeek
	Belgium

	Laurens
	Vandercruyssen
	Laurens.Van.Der.Cruyssen@vub.ac.be
	Brussels
	Belgium

	Iris
	Vantieghem
	iris.vantieghem@hotmail.com
	Eppegem
	Belgium

	Lois
	Walton
	l.walton@student.maastrichtuniversity.nl
	Brussels
	Belgium

	Kinga
	Wojaczek
	kinga.wojaczek@gmail.com
	Warszawa
	Poland

	Gordon
	Wright
	gordonrtwright@gmail.com
	Greenwich
	United Kingdom


PS: Due to late cancellations and late-minute replacements, there were relatively more Belgian participants than usual. This can be avoided by announcing the meeting only a few months in advance, since a student population changes its programs and intentions quite rapidly.[image: image1][image: image2]
