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Science Meeting – Scientific Report
Scientific report (one single document in WORD or PDF file) should be submitted online within two months of the event. It should not exceed seven A4 pages.
Proposal Title: 
Social Cognition: New Understandings and Future Directions


Application Reference N°: 4993
1) Summary (up to one page)
Building on last year’s successful workshop, this year’s event Social Cognition II: New Understandings and Future Directions aimed to bring together researchers in mainstream and emerging domains of social cognition in the UK. Some topics of interest were attitudes, embodiment, social neuroscience and physiology. The workshop facilitated exchange of knowledge among senior researchers, transfer of knowledge to junior researchers, and the opportunity to establish new collaborations. Finally, the workshop aimed at increasing the participation of UK researchers in the annual transfer of knowledge conference (ToK) of ESCON2. It also explored the possibility that focused national meetings can serve as a springboard to strengthen the annual ToK conference. In particular, a group discussion provided a rare opportunity for researchers across the UK to share their thoughts about coordinating interests on a national level. 
This initiative was important given the situation of social cognition in the UK. During a long period the UK could not generate a critical mass of researchers that contributed to knowledge in social cognition. This occurred because traditionally social psychology in the UK had a strong qualitative strand and did not examine socio-cognitive processes. It is only recently that several research labs attained world leading recognition in the domains of social neuroscience, autism, and judgment and decision making (led, for example, by renowned Professors Ute and Chris Frith, Professor Robin Dunbar, and Professor Neil Macrae). At the same time, the UK attracted international experts, such as Constantine Sedikides, Greg Maio, Ulrich von Hecker, and Ruud Custers, who now work at UK universities. Being a new field in the UK, the social cognition community is however poorly connected, with few collaborations across labs, and a small international participation in integrated social cognition conferences, such as ESCON2. Last year’s workshop emerged in this context, and this year’s meeting followed up on its success.

2) Description of the scientific content of and discussions at the event (up to four pages)
Location and format: The workshop took place at the University College London on the 21th of June 2013. It constituted of a series of talks and discussions. 30 participants took part. Care was taken to create opportunities for informal discussions before the meeting, at lunch time, and during dinner.
The program: The program was organized by Ana Guinote (University College London) and Simone Schnall (University of Cambridge), and consisted of 8 talks (30 minutes each), and a keynote address (1 hour; see Appendix). Five talks were given by established researchers, three talks by junior researchers (PhD students), and one talk was by a post-doctoral teaching fellow. The keynote address was delivered by Professor Greg Maio, from Cardiff University.


The program included core themes in social information processing, as well as emerging domains, in particular emotional expression and social neuroscience. It was organized into two sections, as described below.
1. Social Cognition in the Face, Brain and Body

Custers’s talk, entitled “Differentiating Neural Processes Underlying Consciously and Non-Consciously Motivated Action by Highlighting Individual Differences”, focused on the personality differences in motivational processes. The results indicate that the behavioural effects of non-conscious reward cues stem from, at least in part, different areas of the

brain than fully conscious processed cues.   

In the talk “Stimulus Valence Moderates the Influence of Approach and Avoidance on Visual Perception of Distance”, Krpan showed that stimuli that are incongruent with one’s motivational orientation are seen as closer than congruent stimuli. This decrease in perceived distance may in turn reflect the strength of psychological motivation to resolve the conflict and have a function to “regulate away” motivational conflict. Because Krpan is a PhD student finalist for the ESCON Best Paper Award 2013, the presentation provided a valuable opportunity for him to receive feedback on the work. 
In her talk entitled “Status and Perception of Emotional Faces: Selective Attention to Anger”, Ong provided novel evidence of motivational disparities in processing of emotional faces as a function of status. In particular, her findings suggest that low-status leads to motivated perception of direct social threat at a controlled, strategic level of attentional processing.
2. Social Information Processing
Tsay’s talk entitled “The Impact of Visual Cues on the Judgment of Performance” demonstrated that people rely on visual information when making judgments about music performance. These findings were extended through additional experiments elaborating on the generalizability and persistence of these effects throughout domains and levels of analyses, with discussion of the role of expertise in such decision-making and the implications for organizational performance and outcomes.

Von Hecker presented a talk entitled “Can spatial reasoning support social reasoning?”. He examined the idea that reasoning about abstract social concepts is supported by spatial reasoning, or, that social concepts might be cognitively handled as spatial metaphors, making them amenable to spatial reasoning.

Wolf explored the role of “Treating the Out-group Like Family – Transference Effects in First Impressions”. He showed that target persons resembling (vs. not resembling)
a significant other are evaluated more positively, even if that target is an out-group member.
Indeed, in the no-resemblance condition, the in-group and the out-group target were evaluated differently, whereas in the resemblance condition both targets were evaluated equally positive and more positively overall. 

Finally, in her talk entitled “Novelty preference” Gillebaart combined Novelty Categorization Theory with Regulatory Focus Theory, proposing that besides an inherent preference for the safe and comfortable familiar, people also want something new from time to time. Her results showed that cues of exploration and growth, operationalized through a promotion focus, power, and the color blue, make novelty appealing to us, while cues of security, operationalized through a prevention focus, powerlessness, and the color red, lead to an amplified preference for familiarity.
3. Keynote Address: “A Social Cognitive Perspective on Social Values”

Professor Greg Maio provided an overview of this research program on the role of values, considering both a theoretical perspective, and applied implications for considerations such as environmental protection. 

4. Group Discussion: Current Issues Facing Social Psychology in the UK

The meeting was concluded with a group discussion regarding organisational issues relating to Social Cognition research in the UK. In particular, the issue was raised whether experimental social psychology has sufficient representation, and therefore visibility on a national level. For example, it was noted that there was practically no representation of Social Cognition researchers that serve in leading panels of the British Psychological Society. Possible ways of addressing this situation were discussed, such as encouraging Social Cognition researchers to become BPS members, and therefore become involved in relevant decision making processes. Other opportunities to explore include organising symposia presentations at the Social Psychology section of the BPS. 
3) Assessment of the results and impact of the event on the future directions of the field (up to two pages)
4) 
Annexes 4a) and 4b): Programme of the meeting and full list of speakers and participants

Annex 4a: Programme of the meeting

The talks were of excellent quality, and the audience was participative, leading to lively discussions throughout the meeting. The keynote address was extremely well received. Junior researchers commented that they felt inspired, and that they especially appreciated the direct feedback on their work, for which this was a rare opportunity. New lines of enquiry and research plans were made by junior researchers following the talks, in particular the keynote address. 

The meeting was an opportunity to discuss the engagement of the UK at the annual transfer of knowledge conference (ToK) of ESCON2. It was highlighted that the participation of the UK has traditionally been minimal. There is a wish to enhance the exchange with other European countries. As a result, we decided to host the next ToK of ESCON2 in the UK. We consider this a very important development given that the annual conference allows a greater participation of researchers from the host country, which could spark an interest in the UK. At the same time this conference is an opportunity to expose the new research developments of the UK to other European researchers. Especially encouraging is the fact that Krpan, a PhD student at the University of Cambridge, was selected as finalist for the ESCON Best Paper Award. 

Annex 4b: Full list of speakers and participants
