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Over 100 glycobiologists have registered to the Joint Glycobiology Meeting held on 28-

29th November 2011 in Lille, France. The Joint Glycobiology Meeting strives to support 

communication and collaboration among top-level young European Glycoscientists. 

Encouraging and nurturing young scientists early in their careers is also recognised as 

being vital for the future success of glycobiology research. 

 

The program began with a keynote speech by Dr Anne-Harduin Lepers of the CNRS 

institute on glycosyltransferases evolution. This was followed by 5 plenary sessions for 

Glycosyltransferases, Glycans in host-pathogen, Glycosylation disorders, Glycans in 

Metabolism and signaling and Glycoanalysis.  

 

During the different sessions, three other internationally recognized speakers 

highlighted the congress by their presentations: 

 

1- Dr Thierry Hennet (Switzerland) who shared with us new aspects on collagen 

glycosylation: from viruses to humans. 

2- Dr Richard Steet (USA) who is a specialist on zebrafish trying to modulate 

glycosylation disorders in this organism. 

3- Dr Nico Callewaert (Belgium) who is an expert in GlycoDelete technology. 

 

27 presentations from over 40 posters were scheduled around 5 topic areas. Each 

session included a short period for discussion. Outstanding graduate student, postdocs, 

and junior faculty members presented their researches in front of the peers. At the 

end of the meeting, a committee identified the best poster and a prize was discerned. 

 

The meeting highlighted new topics such as Glycan Engineering, nanotechnology 

approaches, developmental biology and new human glycosylation disorders were 

described along with the importance of glycans in normal physiology.  

 



In conclusion, this meeting gave people involved in Glycobiology research the 

opportunity to share ideas and build relationships. This meeting is crucial to improve the 

quality of research and speed up the translation of laboratory discoveries to our 

community. 
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