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SUMMARY
ISP 2011, the International Symposium on Pheochromocytoma (PH) and Paragangliomas (PGL), received a generous support from the European Science Foundation and was held in Marne la Vallée on September 14-17, 2011. Co-partners were the PHEO-PARA Alliance, the French National Institute of Cancer, the French Society of Endocrinology and the Endocrine Tumor Group, Paris-Descartes University and NOVARTIS laboratories. It gathered 212 participants from Africa, Far and Middle East, Australia/Oceania, Europe and the Americas. One hundred and twenty-one presentations addressed animal models, diagnostic tests and new biomarkers, hereditary syndromes and new susceptibility genes, advances in therapeutic targets and clinical trials, pathological diagnosis, patient management, tumor biology, tumor imaging and innovative imageries. Early results from ENS@T-Cancer program were part of ISP 2011 presentations in a hot-topic session. ISP 2011 allowed establishing collaborative projects between international teams such as the first international controlled trial using anti-angiogenic treatment in patients with malignant PH/PGL. It also facilitated interactions between clinicians and patient associations, specifically for the implementation of an international registry for these rare tumors. The proceedings of ISP 2011 will be published in 2012, after peer review, in a special issue of Hormone and Metabolic Research and a parallel issue of Endocrine Pathology.
SCIENTIFIC CONTENT 
ISP, the International Symposium on Pheochromocytoma (PH) and Paragangliomas (PGL), is a triennial meeting founded by PRESSOR in 2005 and exclusively dedicated to PH/PGL. The European Science Foundation gave a generous support to ISP 2011. 
PRESSOR Objectives
PRESSOR, the Pheochromocytoma Paraganglioma Research Support Organization, is an international consortium of health science professionals working in medical, scientific and/or academic institutions (see www.pressor.org). Its two chairpersons are Prof. Anne-Paule Gimenez-Roqueplo (Paris, France), also one of the two chairpersons of ISP 2011, and Dr. Henri Timmers (Nijmegen, The Netherlands). 
The purpose of the organization is to promote research and facilitate collaboration and the sharing of materials, information and expertise among investigators, scientists and clinicians interested in PH, PGL, and other related tumors. 

ISP Meetings
These series of symposia are organized under the auspices of PRESSOR (see http://www.pressor.org), which was established in the Spring of 2004 following an initial workshop held in the fall of 2003 at Cold Spring Harbor at the behest of James Watson and William M Manger. PRESSOR founded the ISP meetings in 2005 to develop best practice in the patients’ care and their management, to promote and disseminate scholarship and novel research insights, and to act as a forum for patient information as well as for the promotion of clinical trials and training. The first ISP took place in Bethesda (USA) in 2005, the second in Cambridge (UK) in 2008, and ISP 2011 was held in Marne la Vallée on September 14-17. All participants gathered for three days in a single hotel (Convention Centre of the Disney’s Newport Bay Club) to facilitate interactions between basic scientists, clinicians and patients. 
Participants
This symposium attracted the record attendance of 212 participants from 28 countries. Forty-five speakers or chairpersons were invited and 166 delegates participated at their own expense, including one journalist. 
Participants were from Africa (2), Far East (10), Middle East (2), Australia/Oceania (11), European Union (140), Europe outside European Union (8), North America (32) and South America (7). 
Self-reported specialties were as follows: Endocrinology, 42; Internal medicine 39; Genetics 36; Researcher 32; Nuclear medicine 11; Oncology 8; ENT/general surgery 6; Pathology 4; Vascular medicine 3; Cardiology 3; Endocrine surgery 2; Clinical biochemistry 2; Diabetes and endocrinology 2; Pediatric endocrinology 2. Cell biology/neuroendocrine secretion; Chemical pathology/metabolic medicine; Radiology; Computer science; Endocrine genetics; Anesthesiology; Human genetics; In-vitro diagnostic; Laboratory medicine; Molecular oncology; Nephrology; Psychiatry; Radiation oncology; Tumor biology: 1 each.
Partners 

ISP 2011 partners were the European Science Foundation, the PHEO-PARA Alliance, the French National Institute of Cancer, the French Society of Endocrinology and the Endocrine Tumor Group, Paris-Descartes university and NOVARTIS laboratories.
International visibility and accreditation

ISP is a worldwide meeting, the most important in the domain of PH/PGL. ISP 2011was an accredited meeting earning European Board for Accreditation in Cardiology (EBAC) (16 external Continuous Medical Education credits) in compliance with the European Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education.

Scientific Program 

The program included 121 presentations (23 oral presentations and 98 posters) (see detailed program attached). The themes of the presentations were: Animal models; Diagnostic tests and new biomarkers; Hereditary syndromes and new susceptibility genes; New advances in therapeutic targets and clinical trials; Pathological diagnosis; Patient management; Patient workshop; Tumor biology; Tumor imaging and innovative imageries. Early results from ENSAT-Cancer program were part of ISP 2011 presentations in a hot-topic session. 
Patient participation
All sessions were opened to patients and a special Q&A session dedicated to patients was organized. 

RESULTS AND IMPACT ON FUTURE DIRECTIONS
The final objective of ISP meetings is to improve the management and care of affected patients and to promote clinical trials and training. 

Interactions between PRESSOR, ENS@T-Cancer and the PHEO-PARA Alliance
ISP 2011 has allowed establishing collaborative projects between international teams. For example, the first international controlled trial using anti-angiogenic treatment in patients with malignant PH/PGL, FIRSTMAPPP (First Randomized Study of Malignant Progressive Pheochromocytoma and Paraganglioma), was presented to clinicians and patients. This trial is based on the knowledge of the molecular links between malignancy, inactivation of succinate dehydrogenase and stimulation of angiogenesis in SDHB-malignant PH/PGL. It has been launched around the world in November 2011. 

At the occasion of the last call on rare cancers (Cooperation-HEALTH-2010-2.4.1-5) launched by the European Community in the context of its seventh Framework Program (FP7), several teams from the European branch of PRESSOR collaborated with ENS@T (European Network for the Study of Adrenal Tumors) to propose a collaborative translational and basic research project entitled ENS@T-Cancer. ENS@T-Cancer is granted by the European Community and participates in the FIRSMAPPP trial. Early results from ENS@T-Cancer concerning animal models and tumor biology have been presented at ISP 2011.

Patient support groups were welcome ISP 2011. Patient information was facilitated through interaction between clinicians and the PHEO-PARA Alliance. This interaction permitted to delineate specific topics for clinical research, such as the long term follow-up of patients operated on a PH/PGL, and to settle an international registry of patients with the condition.
Publications

The proceedings of ISP 2011 will be published in 2012, after peer review, in a special issue of Hormone and Metabolic Research and a parallel issue of Endocrine Pathology. They will provide state-of-the-art reviews and reports on selected original research findings presented at ISP2011. Many additional original results are also submitted for publication in various Endocrine, Genetics or Cancer journals.

ISP 2014

Three countries proposed to host the fourth ISP meeting in 2014. After presentation of ad hoc committees, convention facilities and national efforts on clinical and basic research into PH/PGL, the PRESSOR Executive Committee decided to organize ISP 2014 in Kyoto, Japan.
ANNEXE 1: PROGRAMME OF THE MEETING 

See attached PDF file ISP_program.

ANNEXE 2: FULL LIST OF SPEAKERS AND PARTICIPANTS
See attached Excel file “list of participants ISP3.xls”
