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	Scientific Summary



The European Historical Population Samples Network (EHPS-Net) brings together scholars to create a common format for databases containing information on persons, families and households. This format or Intermediate Data Structure (IDS) forms an integrated and joint interface between many European databases.

During the project period, the main databases will convert their material to the IDS format. In the meantime, data extraction programmes for different types of studies (e.g., on migration and fertility) are being prepared in close collaboration between researchers and programmers. The intended system is open, scalable and extendable. New types of analysis can be introduced by adding new extraction modules. Anyone can contribute an extraction module, which will be peer-reviewed and published in an e-journal. Programming will be organised in research projects delivering demonstrators of extraction scripts and datasets for research.

The network creates a portal that provides access to the European databases, as well as to important non-European ones which have joined the network. On the portal site an overview will be given of all databases, their contents and the degree to which their variables have been structured to fit into the IDS. The portal will also centralise and systematise the data extraction software. The site will present the standardisation rules, metadata and documentation and make them downloadable.

Thus, the existing expertise will be made available to the research community. Our activities include stimulating the creation of new databases and organising training sessions in participating countries where historical population databases are still scarce.

We focus on scholars who, by creating regional or national databases, have advanced the field of (historical) demography in their respective countries. The network allows them to proceed beyond the boundaries of their individual datasets, by creating a common interface for the history of the life course. In this way, we can understand the historical dimensions of the challenges faced by contemporary European (and global) populations.

global) populations.
In order to achieve these goals, six Working Groups were installed at the launch meeting in Strasbourg:

• WG1 - Development Portal. Chair: Kees Mandemakers. Members: Annika

Westberg, Gunnar Thorvaldsen, Dalia Leinarté Marcinkeviciene;

• WG 2 - E-journal Editorial Board. Chair: Koen Matthijs. Members: Joshua Goldstein,

Lionel Kesztenbaum, Marko Lamberg, Michel Oris;
• WG 3 - IDS Clearing Committee. This will be the already existing Clearing

Committee. Chair: Kees Mandemakers. Members: George Alter (ICPSR) , Annika

Westberg;

• WG 4 – Extraction software for IDS. Chair: Anders Brändström. Members: Kees

Mandemakers, Nanna Floor Clausen. 

• WG 5 - Looking into European and national call structures, developing proposals

for historical micro data infrastructure. Chair: Joshua Goldstein. Members: Koen

Matthijs, Anders Brändström, Kees Mandemakers. The ESF Office was kindly asked

to offer advice on European structures.

• WG 6 - New databases. Chair: Gunnar Thordvaldsen. Members: Alex Buczynski,

Peter Teibenbacher, Antoaneta Hristova, Ioan Bolovan.
During the conference the six Working Groups will report on their activities. We will invite experts as well as participants from other countries (non-paying and paying for ESF).
	Abstract



Main goal of the meeting is to decide on the proposals and results so far of the several working groups, enlarging the groups with new persons and more in general to make a remarkable start.

Invited are all the databases from the original list (from the proposal, including the Europeans who do not participate financially) and databases from countries participating in the steering group.
	Schedule



Friday, 20 January
09:00
Welcome with coffee

09:15
Opening by Kees Mandemakers



Goals EHPS, program of today

10:00
Discussion workgroup 1 - Development Portal, see Appendix A (Report of the working group) – Programme coordinator: Kees Mandemakers

Chair: Peter Teibenbacher



a
List of requirements 



b
Look and feel of the website



c
Main questions (see also introduction report)



d
Other questions

11:30
Break

11:45
Discussion workgroup 2 - E-journal Editorial Board, see Appendix B (report of the working group) – Programme coordinator: Koen Matthijs

Chair: Gunnar Thorvaldsen

13:15
Lunch 

14:00
Discussion workgroup 3 - IDS Clearing Committee – Programme coordinator: Kees Mandemakers

Chair: Koen Matthijs


Presentation by Kees Mandemakers
15:00
Discussion workgroup 4 - Extraction software for IDS, see Appendix C (report of the working group) - Programme coordinator: Anders Brändström
a 
Identifying target groups and needs for extraction software

b 
Structure of extraction resources

c 
How, who and when?

d 
Other matters


Chair: Joshua Goldstein (to be confirmed)
16:15 
Break

16:30
Discussion workgroup 5 - Looking into European and national call structures, developing proposals for historical micro data infrastructure  - Programme coordinator: Joshua Goldstein

Chair: Antoaneta Hristova (to be confirmed)

Presentation by Joshua Goldstein and Saskia Hin

17:30
Closing and drinks
19:30
Dinner at the Roode Leeuw, Damrak 93-94
Saturday, 21 January

09:00
Welcome with coffee
09:30
Discussion  workgroup 6 - New databases, see Appendix D1 (report of the working group) and D2 (Austria) - Programme coordinator: Gunnar Thorvaldsen

Chair: Anders Brändström
11:00
Break

11:30
Next future (EHPS in 2012)

Chair: Kees Mandemakers



a  Working group structure (new groups, new members to existing groups)



b  Wrapping up
13:00
Lunch

14:00 
End of conference

14:00
Steering committee meeting

15:30
End of program

	Curriculum Vitae of Scientific Organiser including list of five most relevant publications during the last five years


Prof. dr. Anders Brändström is professor in Historical Demography at the faculty of Arts and Humanities, Umeå University. He is director of the Demographic Data Base Umeå and of the Centre for Population Studies (CPS). He received several grants amongst other for the Ageing and Living Conditions Programme (ALC). This programme is a central element in this research area of strong significance. It was appointed as one of Sweden‟s most prominent research environments and received a Linnaeus Grant of 80 million kronor for 2006 from the Swedish Research Council. Participants in this programme are researchers from the faculties of social science, arts and medicine. 

He is member of several commissions and boards, amongst others the Swedish Research Councils Committee for Research Infrastructures (VR - KFI), the Scientific committee of the Swedish National Data Service (SND, the permanent evaluation panel in the Social Sciences at the Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation (RJ – Bg2) and the European Strategy Forum for Research Infrastructures (ESFRI). TWG: Humanities and Social Sciences. 

Main research interests are in the field of population studies, living conditions and infant mortality. Recent relevant publications: 
A. Brändström, ”Demografiska databasen och Historisk demografi i Umeå - en allvarlig felinvestering?,” 2008, Kungliga Skytteanska samfundet, 2008 

A. Brändström, S. Edvinsson and J. Rogers, ”Did midwives make a difference? A study of infant mortality in nineteenth century Sweden”, Se människan. Demografi, rätt och hälsa – en vänbok till Jan Sundin, Annika Sandén (Ed.) Linköping 2008 

A. Brändström, "Ageing - a cross-cutting research and policy challenge", in Scandinavian Journal of public Health, 2007 

A. Brändström, P. Vikström and S. Edvinsson, ”Longitudinal databases - sources for analyzing the life course. Characteristics, difficulties and possibilities”, History and computing, 2006, Nos 1 and 2, 109-128. 

A. Brändström, S. Edvinsson and J. Rogers, “High-risk Families: the unequal distribution of infant mortality in nineteenth-century Sweden”, Population Studies, November 2005. 

For more information see http://www.umu.se/english/research/researcher-profiles/anders-brandstrom

Prof. dr. Kees Mandemakers is senior research fellow at the International Institute for Social History (IISG), heading the Historical Sample of the Netherlands (HSN) and professor of Large Historical Databases at the Faculty of History and Arts of the Erasmus University Rotterdam. In 2008 he received a grant from the NWO-programme Continuous Access to Cultural Heritage for the project LINKS (LINKing System for historical family reconstruction); in this record linkage project the genealogical indices of marriages, births and deaths will be linked into families, the whole consisting of about twenty million persons from over thirty million sources and appearing about hundred million times. 

Since 2005 he is vice president of The International Commission for Historical Demography (affiliated to the International Committee of Historical Sciences). He leads an international working group making historical micro data comparable on database-level and developing open source tools to build datasets for analysis from all databases that contain micro data (project Internationalizing large historical databases). 

Main research interest: Methodology of large historical databases, Family and Demography, Social stratification and mobility, Social history of education. Recent relevant publications:
G. Alter, K. Mandemakers & M.Gutmann, 'Defining and Distributing Longitudinal Historical Data in a General Way through an Intermediate Structure', Historical Social Research, 34 (2009), 1, 78-114. 

H. Bras, F. van Poppel & K. Mandemakers, 'Relatives as Spouses: Preferences and Opportunities for Kin Marriage in a Western Society', American Journal of Human Biology 21 (2009), 6, 793-804. 

F. van Poppel, R. Jennissen & K. Mandemakers, 'Time Trends in Social Class Mortality Differentials in the Netherlands 1820-1920: An Assessment based on Indirect Estimation Techniques', Social Science History 33 (2009), 2, 119-153 
K. Mandemakers, 'Building Life Course Datasets from Population Registers by the Historical Sample of the Netherlands (HSN)', History and Computing 14 (2006), 87-108. 
K. Mandemakers & L. Dillon, 'Best Practices with Large Databases on Historical Populations', Historical Methods 37 (2004), 1, 34-38 [also published in History and Computing 13 (2004), 2, 207-216].
For more information see http://www.iisg.nl/staff/kma.php
Prof. dr. Koen Matthijs is a full professor at the Center for Sociological Research (School of Social Sciences, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven). He is also vice-dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences. His research fields are historical demography, sociology of the historical family, comparative family studies, and aging and the life course. 
His current (2004-2009) research projects are: (1) Migration, mobility and reproduction in times of rapid urbanisation. A study of intra- and intergenerational socio-demographical processes in nineteenth century Antwerp; (2) Demographic reproduction and social evolution: birth control in Leuven, Belgium, 1846-1910; (3) The modern fertility transition as a social-evolutionary process: longitudinal analysis of three nineteenth century birth cohorts, (4) The timing and speed of fertility transitions: the role of social networks, and mechanisms of variation and diffusion, (5) The social and biological components of longevity in a historical perspective; (6) The patterns of spouse selection in 19th century Flanders; (7) The influence of secularisation, romantisation and meritocracy on the demographic transition. A longitudinal and intergenerational research; (9) Divorce in 19th century Flanders.

Recent relevant publications: 

K. Matthijs, (2006). Changing Patterns of Familial Sociability: Family Members as Witnesses to (Re)Marriage in Nineteenth-Century Flanders. Journal of Family History, 31(2), 115-143. 

B. Van de Putte, K. Matthijs & R. Vlietinck (2004). A Social Component in the Negative Effect of Sons on Maternal Longevity in Pre-Industrial Humans. Journal of Biosocial Science, 36, 289-297. 

K. Matthijs (2003). Demographic and Sociological Indicators of Privatisation of Marriage in the 19th Century in Flanders. European Journal of Population, 19(4), 375-412. 

K. Matthijs, B. Van de Putte and R. Vlietinck (2002). The Inheritance of Longevity in a Flemish Village (18th - 20th Century). European Journal of Population, 18, 59-91. 

K. Matthijs, (2002). Mimetic Appetite for Marriage in Nineteenth-Century Flanders: Gender Disadvantage as an Incentive for Social Change. Journal of Family History, 27 (2), 101-127.
For more information see http://cwisdb.kuleuven.be/persdb-bin/persdb?lang=N&oproep=persoon&fnaam=9360

	Provisional list of proposed speakers/participants


Steering Committee
Kees Mandemakers, (the Netherlands, Chair), Historical Sample of the Netherlands, kma@iisg.nl

Marja Koster (the Netherlands, Programme Coordinator), Historical Sample of the Netherlands, mak@iisg.nl

Anders Brändström (Sweden), Demographic Data Base Umeå University, Sweden, Anders.Brandstrom@ddb.umu.se
Ioan Bolovan (Romania), Centre for Population Studies, Babes Bolyai University, Romania, Bolovani@yahoo.com

Alexander Buczynski (Croatia), Department of Early Modern History, Croatian Institute of History, Zagreb, aambuc@isp.hr

Nanna Floor Clausen (Denmark), Danish Data Archives, nc@dda.dk

Joshua Goldstein (Germany), Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research, Rostock, Germany, Goldstein@demogr.mpg.de

Antoaneta Hristova (Bulgaria), Institute for Population and Human Studies, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, a.hristova@iphs.eu

Lionel Kesztenbaum (France), TRA Database, Institut National d’Etudes Démographiques, Paris, lionel.kesztenbaum@ined.fr                

Marko Lamberg (Finland), Department of History and Ethnology, University of Jyväskylä, Finland, Marko.Lamberg@jyu.fi
Dalia Leinarté Marcinkeviciene (Lithuania), Gender Studies Centre, Vilnius University, Lithuania, Dalia.Leinarte@lsc.vu.lt

Koen Matthijs (Belgium), Center for Sociological Research, Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium, Koen.Matthijs@soc.kuleuven.be
Michel Oris (Switzerland), Laboratory of Demography, University of Geneva, Switzerland, Michel.Oris@unige.ch 
Peter Teibenbacher (Austria), Department of Economic, Social and Business History, Karl Franzens Universitzy, Graz, Austria, peter.teibenbacher@uni-graz.at

Gunnar Thorvaldsen (Norway), The Norwegian Historical Data Centre (NHDC), University of Tromsø, gunnarth@sv.uit.no

Advisory Experts
Annika Westberg (Sweden), Demographic Data Base Umeå University, Sweden, annika.westberg@ddb.umu.se
Saskia Hin, Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research, Rostock, Germany, Hin@demogr.mpg.de

Paul Puschmann, Center for Sociological Research, Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium, Paul.Puschmann@soc.kuleuven.be

External Expert

George Alter, ICPSR, University of Michigan, USA, altergc@umich.edu

Participants from databases out of countries paying for EHPS but not member of the Steering Committee

Patrick Svensson, Centre for Economic Demography, Lund University, Sweden, patrick.svensson@ekh.lu.se

Maria Börjesson, Stockholm City Archives, Sweden, maria.borjesson@stockholm.se

Maria Fagerlind, Stockholm City Archives, Sweden, maria.fagerlind@stockholm.se

Richard Paping, Department of Economic and Social History, University of Groningen, the Netherlands, r.f.j.paping@rug.nl

Participants from countries not paying for EHPS

Chris Dibben, University of St Andrews, UK, cjld@st-andrews.ac.uk

Alessio Fornasin, University of Udine, Italy, alessio.fornasin@uniud.it

Ólöf Garδarsdóttir, University of Iceland, olofgard@hi.is
Helder Adegar Fonseca, University of Évora, Portugal, haf@uevora.pt

Péter Öri, Hungarian Central Statistical Office – Demographic Research Institute, Budapest, Hungary, ori@demografia.hu

Diego Ramiro, CSIC, Research Group on Demographic Dynamics, Madrid, Spain, diego.ramiro@cchs.csic.es

Kevin Schurer, University of Leicester, UK, ks291@leicester.ac.uk

Vladimir Vladimirov, Altai State University, Barnaul, Russia, vvladimirov@me.com


External participants

Marco van Leeuwen, University Utrecht, the Netherlands, M.H.D.vanLeeuwen@uu.nl

Timo Brik, University Utrecht, the Netherlands, T.Brik@uu.nl

Richard Zijdeman, University Utrecht, the Netherlands, r.l.zijdeman@uu.nl

Paul Rotering, Radboud University Nijmegen, the Netherlands, p.rotering@let.ru.nl

Representative of DANS (co-organizer of the conference)

Heiko Tjalsma, Data Archiving and Networked Services (DANS), the Hague, the Netherlands, Heiko.Tjalsma@dans.knaw.nl
