Scientific report of the EHPS-net meeting, 4-5 September 2012, Hungarian Central Statistical Office, Budapest, Hungary
Summary 

The meeting had the character of a management meeting evaluating the results of the nine Working Groups and the planning of the near future of the network. The network is not scientific in the real sense, but a kind of platform to discuss all kind of data issues regarding Historical Population Samples. At the launching meeting of this European Historical Population Samples Network (EHPS-Net) in Strasbourg (June 2011) six Working Groups were installed, tackling diverse aspects of the goals of the EHPS-net. At the meeting in Amsterdam (January 2012) three additional Working Groups were formed.
Main goal of the Budapest meeting was to decide on the proposals and results so far of the several Working Groups, enlarging the groups with new persons and, if necessary, installing new Working Groups. Invited were all the databases from the original list (from the proposal, including the Europeans who do not participate financially) and databases from countries participating in the Steering Group. In total, 36 people attended the meeting, among which advisory experts, external experts, participants from databases of countries paying for EHPS but not member of the Steering Committee and participants from countries not paying for EHPS.
At the meeting the nine existing Working Groups reported on their activities and made proposals how to continue in the near future. The first Working Group, Development of the Portal (Chair: Kees Mandemakers), gave a demonstration of the portal. It was decided that, after done some finishing work, the portal will be launched in two steps. Before 1 October the address of the portal will be send to the participants of the meeting; in November the portal will be officially launched. The second one, Development E-journal (Chair: Koen Matthijs), gave an overview of the state of art of the e-journal. The groups will write a proposal of the status of the e-journal, name, budget, etc. before 25 October. The third group, the IDS Clearing Committee (Chair: Kees Mandemakers), gave an overview of new functionalities in version 3 of IDS. The group decided to merge with Working Group 4.

Working Group 4,  Extraction software for IDS (Chair: Anders Brändström), gave a report on the progress the group made at the workshop in Umeå. The group will continue their work and will meet in November in Vancouver during the SSHA meeting. The fifth group which inventories European and national call structures to develop proposals for historical micro data infrastructure (Chair: Joshua Goldstein) came up with a second inventory. It was decided to act upon the consultation call Research Infrastructures of Horizon 2020. The group developing new databases  (Chair: Gunnar Thorvaldsen) gave an update on the state of affairs in several Eastern European Countries. They will continue to work in the same lines and expand their activities (contact authors, choose an area on which to work on first, develop an hand-on kit, etc.). The groups will organize a workshop in coordination with Working Group 8. Working Group 7, Education (Chair: Alexander Buczynski), presented a proposal for a workshop on education. After the discussion at the meeting, the group will rewrite the proposal and send it to Kees Mandemakers. Ioan Bolovan is working on the organization of a summer school in Cluj, Romania. Working Group 8, Standards for documentation about databases (Chair: Ólöf Garδarsdóttir), gave a presentation on their work done so far. The group is going to make an update of the already existing questionnaire, will organize a workshop in coordination with Working Group 6 and will investigate the possibilities of DDI/IDS. And finally, Working Group 9 on Geographical Information Systems (Chair: Diego Ramiro) gave a report of their workshop on GIS in Madrid. The group will organize a workshop to discuss how to proceed.
One new group was installed, Working Group 10 - IDS Extended (Chair: Tommy Bengtsson or someone else for the group in Lund).
All nine groups will report at the next meeting. 
Description of the scientific content of and discussions at the event 

The  meeting had the character of a management meeting evaluating the results of the nine working groups and planning the near future of the network. The network is not scientific in the real sense, but a kind of platform to discuss all kind of data issues about retrieval, documentation, standardization, comparison, integration, schooling, training, building databases, gathering data, etc. Below is an extraction from the minutes with the highlights from the decision process.
Tuesday, 4 September
Opening by the Chair of EHPS-net, Kees Mandemakers 

Kees Mandemakers opened the meeting and welcomed all participants. He explained that we were able to invite more people than our budget allows by organizing this meeting in cooperation with the meeting of MOSAIC. Kees thanked Joshua Goldstein, Siegfried Gruber and Birgit Möller of the MOSAIC Project for this fruitful cooperation and Peter Öri for the organization in Hungary and the beautiful meeting room. The minutes of the last meeting were adopted. 
Discussion Working Group 1 - Development Portal - Chair Peter Teibenbacher 
Chair WG 1: Kees Mandemakers; Members WG 1: Annika Westberg, Gunnar Thorvaldsen and Dalia Leinarté Marcinkeviciene 
Kees Mandemakers, developer Pieter Crucq and Marja Koster worked on the development of the portal since the last meeting. Kees gave a short demonstration of the portal. Some items of the portal are not completely finished.  Kees invited all participants to send in new links to be added to the portal. The map showing the location and scope of each database is still under development. The content management system is user friendly, making it easy to add databases or change information. Kees stressed that it is the responsibly of each database to check the information currently in the portal. Kees feels comfortable launching the portal after finishing the remaining items.


A discussion followed in which several people made suggestions for the improvement of the portal. The suggestions will be adopted by the Working Group before the launch of the portal.

Kees concluded that some finishing work has to be done. The address of the portal will be circulated before 1 October to the participants of the meeting. Remarks of the users will be implemented in the website. The official launch will be around November.
Discussion Working Group 2 - E-journal Editorial Board - Chair: Gunnar Thorvaldsen 

Chair WG 2: Koen Matthijs; Members WG 2: Joshua Goldstein, Lionel Kesztenbaum, Marko Lamberg and Michel Oris

Koen Matthijs couldn’t attend the meeting. Paul Puschmann represented him and gave a presentation on the state of affairs. An important issue for the group is the nature of the journal. A double blind peer reviewed journal makes it easier to get funding in the future, but there is a lot of competition. As the Working Groups are finishing their work, sharing information between the Working Groups becomes less important. So a newsletter is more appropriate. A blog is useful for people who like to discuss on a certain topic. The Working Group is still investigating the best publishing strategy. The group considers it feasible to combine a blog, a newsletter and a peer reviewed journal.

The costs of Open Access for readers is zero, but it takes time and money to run the journal. It is not yet established how much money we will use from ESF budget. The group has a proposal from Libis (the IT service of KU Leuven). Libis will take care of the IT-related items (hardware and software) for the establishment of the journal for about € 20.000. Half can be paid by Leuven, the rest by ESF or possibly other partners. On a yearly basis € 10.000 is needed to keep the journal going (€ 5.000 to be paid by ESF or other partners, € 5.000 by Leuven), while for editorial assistance (layout, reviewing process, language) yearly another € 5000 is needed.

Participants of the meeting expressed their worries about the sustainability of the journal. A discussion followed on the status of the e-journal. Most participants agreed on Open Access, peer-reviewed and most of all a more systematic way of presenting working papers and technical articles.

Jan Kok, as editor of History of the Family [HF] said that HF is open for negotiations. There is no need to worry about hardware of software. The journal is restricted though, so they have to find out if Open Access is possible. Costs will be around € 400 per article. Some participants warned the group not to be too ambitious. 


The Working Group will make a budget and a proposal for ESF comparing Libis and HF. The group is going to form an editorial board and make editorial statutes. Furthermore, the group has to decide on the status and name of the journal. A proposal will be send to Kees Mandemakers before 25 October. Kees will send it to the Steering Committee with an advice, so it can be discussed, if necessary, in Vancouver. Subsequently the Steering Group will take a decision in November.
Discussion Working Groups 3 and 4 on IDS - Chair Joshua Goldstein

Discussion Working Group 3 - IDS Clearing Committee 

Chair WG 3: Kees Mandemakers; Members WG 3: George Alter and Annika Westberg

Kees Mandemakers gave a presentation about the work since the meeting in Amsterdam. He gave an overview of the differences between version 2 and 3 of the IDS and explained the new decision scheme about placing individual relationships. Another feature of the new version is the possibility to make links to GIS-databases. This is relevant for referring to polygons belonging to some specific GIS-system. Two new fields were added to the metadata table.

Kees discussed the current state of the Metadata Table (access-file); it now holds 81 variables and 254 values. Kees invites everyone who wants to add new variables or values to send an email to the clearing committee (Kees Mandemakers, George Alter and Annika Westberg). The latest version of the table is downloadable from the Collaboratory Historical Life Courses.
Discussion Working Group 4 - Extraction software for IDS 


Chair WG 4: Anders Brändström; Members WG 4: Kees Mandemakers and Nanna Floor Clausen

Anders Brändström reported about the results of the workshop that the group organized in Umeå, 10-11 May. The group concluded that validation of the different datasets structured into the IDS should have priority. Considering the extraction programs the group is aware of the different levels of users: students and more advanced. The group decided to keep the fertility and mortality extraction programs straightforward and the programs on migration and marital status more easy. For students ready available databases or scripts are needed. The group is going to think about how to input dates for occupational titles over time. Anders warned that authors of software should be aware of the differences between versions of SQL. The group wants to device a dataset for testing. George Alter gave a short explanation on the concept of episode files. 

The Working Groups 3 and 4 proposed to merge into Working Group 4. Anders proposed a new Working Group, 10, for extended IDS. Tommy Bengtsson (or someone else from the group in Lund) will chair this new Working Group 10. Other members will be George Alter, Kees Mandemakers and Ölóf Garδarsdóttir.
Discussion Working Group 5 - Looking into European and national call structures, developing proposals for historical micro data infrastructure - Chair: Ioan Bolovan

Chair WG 5: Joshua Goldstein; Members WG 5: Koen Matthijs, Anders Brändström and Kees Mandemakers

Saskia Hin presented an overview of funding opportunities. Horizon 2020 takes more shape. Its aim is to promote access to and use of research infrastructures. The consultation call is open now; deadline is 26 October. The European Economic Area and Norway Grants are offered by Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein as part of a deal to get open access to the EU market. First and open right now is a call for Poland; deadline is 15 October.


Joshua Goldstein continued the discussion on the Horizon 2020 call. After a discussion it was decided to act upon the call. Kees Mandemakers volunteered to draft the answers to the six questions and circulate it before 25 September. Saskia Hin and Lisa Dillon volunteered to assist.

Joshua pointed to the EEA grants. There are three upcoming calls in Poland, Romania and Spain, but EHPS-Net can’t apply as a group.

Diego Ramiro pointed to a call for the Marie Curie International Training Networks of the European Union. There were some hesitations about the call as EHPS-Net doesn’t have a training network. Diego will send the application form to all participants and see who responds by giving comments.  
Kees asked the group how things stand as regards the ERIC status. Last meeting we choose for DARIAH. Kees went to a meeting in Utrecht in May and he will contact them again. Joshua pointed out that we decided last time to join an existing ERIC and DARIAH still hasn’t got an ERIC. 

Discussion Working Group 9 - GIS - Chair: Michel Oris

Chair WG 9: Diego Ramiro; Members WG 9: Michel Oris, Chris Dibben, Patrick Svensson and Alessio Fornasin 

Diego Ramiro gave report of the meeting on GIS in Madrid, in June and an overview of the Historical SDI (Spatial Digital Infrastructure) of Madrid. He started his presentation with an overview of precedents on Historical GIS. The group made a proposal for two strategies on defining GIS to longitudinal historical data. Alessio Fornasin gave some practical examples, gave solutions for problems encountered and suggested a new uniform code for locations. Diego proposed to organize a workshop on GIS within the network, probably in Lund. And he requested the participants to bring together scientists from their countries working on historical SDI.

A discussion followed on the way the group handles the coding. It was remarked that a code for polygons implemented in IDS is not good idea; data to define a polygon are very complicated. It’s better to have a separate data table to define polygon in addition to the five IDS tables and then link to the IDS context table. Furthermore, it is not necessary to combine several variables into one code-system and a uniform code for each location is not necessary. 

Tommy Bengtsson said that the group discussed having a workshop, probably in Lund. There they should take another step forward.
Wednesday, 5 September

Discussion Working Group 7 - Education - Chair: Lionel Kesztenbaum

Chair WG 7: Alexander Buczynski; Members WG 7: Maria Börjesson, Peter Teibenbacher, Maria Fagerlind, Ólöf Garδarsdóttir, Antoaneta Hristova and Péter Öri.
Alexander Buczynski could not attend the meeting and was replaced by Ioan Bolovan who presented the report of the Working Group. As becomes clear from the report the group was not yet successful in getting funding for a workshop to educate on historical demography (theory, methods and databases). Ioan plans to organize such a workshop as a one week summer school in Cluj in 2013. He will organize the school in coordination with the conference Intermarriage through History (5-8 June 2013, Cluj-Napoca). 


During the discussion that followed it appeared that the group should aim for a long term program (basics first year and courses for the more advanced students in later years. It seems wise to organize a lighter program than the one proposed by Alexander. The group should also discuss the possibilities of continuing the Ann Arbor Summer School which finance is secured only for the 2013 course. It was suggested to make a differentiated curriculum depending on target groups. The workshop/summer school should be open to all. It was agreed to organize a workshop on these issues. The Working Group was reinforced with Renzo Derosas and Saskia Hin.
Discussion Working Group 6 - New databases - Chair: Anders Brändström

Chair WG 6: Gunnar Thorvaldsen; Members WG 6: Alex Buczynski, Peter Teibenbacher, Antoaneta Hristova and Ioan Bolovan

Gunnar Thorvaldsen started with a presentation, thanking all people who sent feedback while asking them to continue reporting. It is important to keep the list of available source material updated in case we want to apply for funding. Gunnar stressed that he is positive on including census material. . 
Gunnar updated the map and overview since the previous meeting. He stressed that we should cooperate in carrying the source material into IDS. Furthermore a kit that will help people hands-on, software for linkage, mapping, etc. is needed. George Alter offered programs to share for the hands-on kit.


A discussion followed on recovering existing datasets. George Alter described how ICPSR recovered sets after writing to authors who worked with datasets, whether digitized or not. Cameron Campbell pointed to existing sources in Asia. Another issue brought forward was that the group should think about linkage. Several participants shared their experience with linkage and offered to share programs. Next question was how the Working Group should continue. The original goal was to help develop new databases in the East. The group will continue their work on gathering more data on databases. Second step is to get in contact with people to digitize the material. The group will develop a kit that will help people to hands-on. The group can maintain a page on the website mentioning all available programs for the kit. The group will organize a workshop in coordination with Working Group 8 in Iceland or Eastern Europe.

Discussion Working Group 8 – Standards for documentation about databases - Chair: Ioan Bolovan
Chair WG 8: Ólöf Garδarsdóttir; Members WG 8: Gunnar Thorvaldsen, Richard Paping and Helder Adegar Fonseca

Ólöf Garδarsdóttir gave a brief presentation on the activities of the group. The group didn’t meet, but communicated by way of email. Gunnar and Ólöf met in Minneapolis. The group has been in close contact with the Working Groups 6 and 1. The group has profited of the work of Kees Mandemakers and George Alter on the previous versions of the questionnaire as published on http://www.historicaldemography.net/questionnaires.php.

Most important issue to the group is documentation about the quality of the databases. The group feels they need information on how complete datasets are. Ólöf called for participants of Eastern Europe to become member of the group. After a discussion on how to document the quality of databases, it was decided that the group is going to improve the existing questionnaire. It will become available as a web form. The questionnaire will be defined in DDI fields so that the data are searchable. A suggestion was to present and distribute the information from an IDS automatically by the website. 
Next future (EHPS in 2013/2014) - Chair Kees Mandemakers

a Working group structure (new groups, new members to existing groups) 
It was decided that WG 3 and 4 merge into Working Group 4. Saskia Hin and Renzo Derosas joined Working Group 7. A new Working Group 10 on Extended IDS was installed at the meeting. Tommy Bengtsson (or someone else from the group in Lund) will chair this new Working Group. Members will be George Alter, Kees Mandemakers and Ölóf Garδarsdóttir.
b Wrapping up
Kees Mandemakers summarized the matters discussed at the meeting. Kees stressed that those participants who are a member of EHPS-Net can participate in a workshop and get reimbursed. Working Groups can invite experts to a workshop, but within limits. It is also possible to combine workshops with other meetings. 

Date and place of the next meeting will be discussed in the Steering Committee meeting. It should be a central place in order to save travels costs and time. Koen Matthijs offered to organize the next meeting in Leuven, but he can only offer part of the financing. Kees called on all participants to think about the possibilities of a proposal. 
Kees closed the meeting and thanked everyone for their presence and participation.
Assessment of the results and impact of the event on the future directions of the field 
The European Historical Population Samples Network (EHPS-Net) aims at bringing together scholars to create a common format for databases containing information on persons, families and households. This format or Intermediate Data Structure (IDS) forms an integrated and joint interface between many European databases.  
This meeting was the third after Strasbourg 2011 and Amsterdam 2012. In Budapest we welcomed a group of  35 participants. Including the ones that could not come we now have a group of over 40 active database administrators and scholars active within the network. All in all they represent about thirty databases from which we can conclude that the goal of bringing together all relevant researchers and database administrators really works. And all agree to the basic principles of the project: converting the data into the IDS format, building data extraction programs for different types of studies (e.g. on migration and fertility), educating researchers in using the data and last but not least creating and using a portal that provides access to the European databases, as well as to important non-European ones which have joined the network. 
Central in our approach is the EHPS-portal. We agreed that the first stage of the portal was more or less finished. This implies that the portal - after some testing and adjustments - will go public before the 1st of December.  The portal will give an overview of all databases, their contents and the degree to which their variables have been structured to fit into the IDS. The portal will also centralize and systematize the data extraction software. The site will present the standardization rules, metadata and documentation and make them downloadable. By way of the portal the existing expertise will be made available to the research community. 
Our activities include the stimulation and creation of new databases and organizing training sessions in participating countries where historical population database are still scarce. In Budapest we had good discussions on this subject; we will start a course in June 2013 and we will have a dedicated workshop to develop and define educational goals on introduction and advanced levels and for research and for the building of specific datasets.
We will not repeat here all the goals and background of the EHPS-net. For this we can refer to the brochure that was published in September 2011. With this third meeting in which we have invited again the whole field we made good progress to achieve these goals. Working by way of the working group structure proved effective and will be the strategy to focus on for the year 2013. We were happy that we could also invite administrators from countries not participating in the network by way of organizing the meeting in coordination with the MOSAIC conference. 
The running period of the EHPS-Net Programme is five years, from July 2011 to July 2016. We are confident that we made a good start to reach our ambitious goals as formulated in the brochure.
Annex 1: Programme of the meeting 

Monday, 3 September
15:30
Pre-meeting on Intermediate Data Structure (IDS), organized by working groups 3 and 4, in meeting room ’Árvay János terem’ (first floor) 

18:00
End of Pre-meeting 
19:30
Dinner at restaurant Margitkert, Margit utca 15, tel.: +36 1 326 0860/+36 1 326 0862 
Tuesday, 4 September
09:00
Welcome with coffee 

09:10
Opening by Kees Mandemakers 

Goals EHPS, Program of today, Minutes of the first meeting of EHPS-Net, 20-21 January 2012 in Amsterdam 

09:30
Discussion working group 1 - Development Portal – Coordinator: Kees Mandemakers (See Report of Working Group 1) 


Chair: Peter Teibenbacher 


Presentation of the website by Kees Mandemakers 


a Further desirables 


b To be launched or not to be launched (yet) 


c When and how to be launched (mailing, press announcement, ESF)
11:00
Break 

11:15
Discussion working group 2 - E-journal Editorial Board – Coordinator: Koen Matthijs (See Report of Working Group 2) 


Chair: Gunnar Thorvaldsen 


Presentation by Paul Puschmann 


a Aims of Open Access E-Journal 

b Why Open Access 


c Review of Feedback from Amsterdam & Glasgow 


d A Potential Way to Proceed 


e Planning 

12:45
Lunch 

13:30
Discussion working groups 3 and 4 on IDS (See Reports of Working Groups 3 and 4) 


Chair: Joshua Goldstein 


WG 3 Report working group 3 - IDS Clearing Committee – Coordinator: Kees Mandemakers 


Presentation by Kees Mandemakers 


WG4 Report working group 4 - Extraction software for IDS – Coordinator: Anders Brändström 


Presentation by Anders Brändström 


a Report Umea workshop 


b Identifying needs for extraction software 


c Structure of extraction resources 


d How, who and when? 


e Other matters 


f New working group on extraction variables in IDS Proposal George Alter 

15:30
Break 

15:45
Discussion working group 5 - Looking into European and national call structures, developing proposals for historical micro data infrastructure – Coordinator: Joshua Goldstein (See Handout of Working Group 5) 


Chair: Ioan Bolovan 


Presentation by Joshua Goldstein and Saskia Hin 


a HERA 


b Horizon 2020 


c New developments DARIAH and Horizon 2020 (ERIC’s) 


d Consultation on Research Infrastructure 


e Other matters 

16:45
Discussion working group 9 - GIS – Coordinator: Diego Ramiro (See Report of Working Group 9) 


Chair: Michel Oris

Presentation by Diego Ramiro and Alessio Fornasin 


a Report from June Workshop in Madrid (Diego Ramiro and Alessio Fornasin) 


b Other examples and future needs and actions c Proposal workshop 

18:30
End of first day 
19:30
Dinner at restaurant Szent Jupát, Dékán utca 3, tel.: 06-1-212-2923 
Wednesday, 5 September
09:00
Welcome with coffee by Kees Mandemakers 


Program of today 

09:15
Discussion working group 7 - Education – Coordinator: Alexander Buczynski (see Report of
Working Group 7 


Chair: Lionel Kesztenbaum 


Presentation by Ioan Bolovan (replacing Alexander Buczynski) 


a Report 


b Proposal workshop Alex, see appendix to report 

10:45
Break 

11:00
Discussion working group 6 - New databases – Coordinator: Gunnar Thorvaldsen (see Report of Working Group 6) 


Chair: Anders Brändström 


Presentation by Gunnar Thorvaldsen 


a Overview of available source material 


b Potential for longitudinal databases 

12:30
Lunch 

13:15
Discussion working group 8 - Standards for documentation about databases – Coordinator: Ólöf Garδarsdóttir (see Report of Working Group 8) 


Presentation by Ólöf Garδarsdóttir 


Chair: Ioan Bolovan 

14:45
Next future (EHPS-Net in 2013/2014) 


Chair: Kees Mandemakers 


a Working group structure (new groups, new members to existing groups) 


b Wrapping up 

16:00
End of meeting
16:30
Steering Committee meeting 

18:00
End of program 
20:00
Joint dinner with MOSAIC at Restaurant Márkus Vendéglő’, Lövőház utca 17
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Steering Committee
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Anders Brändström (Sweden), Demographic Data Base Umeå University, Sweden, Anders.Brandstrom@ddb.umu.se
Ioan Bolovan (Romania), Centre for Population Studies, Babes Bolyai University, Romania, Bolovani@yahoo.com

Nanna Floor Clausen (Denmark), Danish Data Archives, nc@dda.dk

Joshua Goldstein (Germany), Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research, Rostock, Germany, Goldstein@demogr.mpg.de Attended Friday only
Lionel Kesztenbaum (France), TRA Database, Institut National d’Etudes Démographiques, Paris, lionel.kesztenbaum@ined.fr Arrived Friday later in the morning
Michel Oris (Switzerland), Laboratory of Demography, University of Geneva, Switzerland, Michel.Oris@unige.ch Attended Saturday only 
Peter Teibenbacher (Austria), Department of Economic, Social and Business History, Karl Franzens Universitzy, Graz, Austria, peter.teibenbacher@uni-graz.at

Gunnar Thorvaldsen (Norway), The Norwegian Historical Data Centre (NHDC), University of Tromsø, gunnarth@sv.uit.no
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George Alter, ICPSR, University of Michigan, USA, altergc@umich.edu
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Cameron Campbell (USA), University of California, camcam@ucla.edu
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