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Summary

The workshop Social Cognition: New Understandings and Future Directions aimed to bring together researchers in mainstream and emerging domains of social cognition in the UK. Topics of interest were attitudes, embodiment, social neuroscience and physiology. The workshop facilitated exchange of knowledge among senior researchers, transfer of knowledge to junior researchers, and the opportunity for new collaborations. Finally, the workshop aimed at increasing the participation of UK researchers in the annual transfer of knowledge conference (ToK) of ESCON2. It also served as a case study: It explored the possibility that focused national meetings can serve as a springboard to strengthen the annual ToK conference.

This initiative was important given the situation of social cognition in the UK. During a long period the UK could not generate a critical mass of researchers that contributed to knowledge in social cognition. This occurred because traditionally social psychology in the UK had a strong qualitative strand and did not examine socio-cognitive processes. It is only recently that several research labs attained world leading recognition in the domains of social neuroscience, autism, and judgment and decision making (led, for example, by renowned Professors Ute and Chris Frith, Professor Robin Dunbar, and Professor Neil Macrae ). At the same time, the UK attracted international experts, such as Constantine Sedikides, Greg Maio, Ulrich von Hecker, and Ruud Custers, who now work at UK universities. Being a new field in the UK, the social cognition community is however poorly connected, with few collaborations across labs, and a small international participation in integrated social cognition conferences, such as ESCON2. The present workshop emerged in this context.

The Workshop
Location and format: The workshop took place at the University College London on the 18th of May 2012. It constituted of a series of talks and discussions. Thirty-three participants took part (20 junior researchers; 13 senior researchers). Care was taken to create opportunities for informal discussions before the meeting, at lunch time, and during dinner.
The program: The program was organized by Ana Guinote (University College London) and Natalie Wyer (Plymouth University), and consistent of 9 talks (30 minutes each), and a keynote address (1 hour; see Appendix). Five talks were given by senior researchers, four talks by junior researchers (PhD students), and one talk was by a post-doctoral fellow. The keynote address was by Professor Tory Higgins, from Columbia University, USA (currently on sabbatical in London).
The program included core themes in social cognition, such as attitudes and stereotypes, as well as emerging domains, in particular neuroscience and physiology. It was organized in three sections.
1. Beliefs, Attitudes, and Stereotypes
Gregg’s talk, entitled “Contextualizing the Race IAT Effect: Are African-Americans as Implicitly Derogates as Physical Disease or Odd Numbers?”, focused on the internal validity of the Implicit Association Test (IAT). Comparing valence and salience based Race IATs Gregg suggested that the Race IAT effect is of limited behavioural consequence.  

In the talk “On the Origin of Stereotypes”, Martin investigated how stereotypes form. Utilizing a diffusion chain methodology, where individuals learn information about group members and pass it on to other individuals, Martin demonstrated that stereotypes evolve unintentionally over time. He concluded that memory and communication contribute to schematic group representations that show some accuracy. 

In a talk entitled “Goal Source Effects in Stereotype Activation”, Kimberley investigated the mechanism behind the influence of goals on automatic stereotyping. By manipulating the source of the goal (internal or external), Kimberley demonstrated that priming an internal egalitarian goal leads to stereotype control, whilst an external egalitarian goal leads to stereotype activation.
2. Social Cognition in the Brain and Body
Theordoriou’s talk entitled “The Role of Oxytocin in Processes Central to Social Cognitive Functioning” discussed the role of oxytocin as an enhancer of the salience of socially relevant cues (vs. a trigger of approach reachions towards social stimuli). In a series of studies, Theodoriou demonstrated that oxytocin promotes positive social perception and affiliation, supporting the salience hypothesis. 

Edelson gave a talk on “Brain Substrates of Recovery from Social Influence”, which addressed the question of how people overcome past social influence to reclaim original beliefs. Edelson showed that once social influence is removed participants were able to recover from erroneous judgments, and that this recovery was associated with a heightened activation of the rostrolateral prefrontal cortex (rlPFC) and a change in functional coupling with the former and the medial temporal lobe (MLT). 

Von Hecker presented a talk entitled “Embodiment of Social Status: Verticality Effects in Multi-Level Rank-Orders”. He examined the spatial associations of social status, and demonstrated that participants construct spatial representations of a status rank (e.g.,  A > B > C > D) that emphasize pairs of wider distance (A>D). 

3. Social Influences: Power and Culture

Moeini-Jazani addressed, in his talk “The King’s Desire: Power Moderates the Effect of Sexual Cues on Generalized Reward Sensitivity“, whether power leads to increased reward sensitivity. Moeini-Jazani showed that only in a hot state (e.g., after exposure to rewarding stimuli, such as sexual stimuli) does power lead to increased reward sensitivity in unrelated domains. 
Cai investigated multitasking behavior as a function of power, in her talk “Should You Multitask? It All Depends on Your Power“. She demonstrated that the less power individuals possess the more they prefer to multitask (e.g., switch constantly between tasks) and the less able they are to multitask. She interpreted that reduced power sets individuals in a multitasking mindset, while at the same time decreasing attentional resources needed to multitask.
Uskul tested the hypothesis that interdependent (vs. independent) social orientations breed more holistic (vs. analytic) cognitions, in a talk entitled “Ostracism in Micro Cultures: Evidence from Farming and Herding Communities“. She investigated how members of farming and herding communities respond to being ostracised by close others and strangers, and how communities relate to those who experience ostracism. 

4. Keynote: “Beyond Pleasure and Pain: Value from Engagement”
Tory Higgins presented a novel theory proposing that, besides hedonic experience, strength of engagement also contributes to experienced value of a target. Higgins investigated how factors apart from the pleasure and pain value of a target influence engagement strength. He discussed sources of engagement strength and implications for models of value and decision.
Outcomes and Impact

The talks were of high quality, and the audience was participative, originating excellent discussions throughout the meeting. The keynote address was extremely well received. Junior researchers commented that they felt inspired. New lines of enquiry and research plans have been made by junior researchers following the talks, in particular the keynote address. Professor Tory Higgins himself commented that he did not have such an interesting audience for a few years. Junior speakers commented that they benefited from the feedback that they received about their research.

The meeting was an opportunity to discuss the engagement of the UK at the annual transfer of knowledge conference (ToK) of ESCON2. It was highlighted that the participation of the UK has traditionally been minimal. There is a wish to enhance the exchange with other European countries. As a result, we decided to host the next ToK of ESCON2 in the UK. We consider this a very important development given that the annual conference allows a greater participation of researchers from the host country, which could spark an interest in the UK. At the same time this conference is an opportunity to expose the new research developments of the UK to other European researchers. 
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Ana Guinote and Natalie Wyer (Organisers) 
Program

Beliefs, Attitudes, and Stereotypes
10:30 – 10:45 Coffee
10.45– 11:15 Contextualizing the Race IAT Effect: Are African-Americans as Implicitly Derogated as Physical Disease or Odd Numbers? 

Gregg, A.
11:15-11:45 On the Origin of Stereotypes

Martin, D., Smith, K., Slessor, G., & Hutchison, J.
11:45 – 12.15 Goal Source Effects in Stereotype Activation
Kimberley, L.F., Stewart, B.D., & Quinn, K.A.
12:15 – 1.15 Lunch break

Social Cognition in the Brain and Body

1.15 – 1:45 The Role of Oxytocin in Processes Central to Social Cognitive Functioning

Theodoridou, A.

1:45- 2:15 Brain Substrates of Recovery from Social Influence
Edelson, M., Dudai, Y., Dolan, R. J., & Sharot, T.

2:15 – 2:45 Embodiment of Social Status: Verticality Effects in Multi-Level Rank-Orders
Hecker, U.
2:45 – 3:15 Coffee break

Social Influences: Power and Culture 

3.15 – 3:45 The King’s Desire: Power Moderates the Effect of Sexual Cues on Generalized Reward Sensitivity

Jazani, M., Warlop, L., Guinote, A.

3:45 – 4:15 Should You Multitask? It all Depends on Your Power
Cai, A. & Guinote, A.

4:15 – 4:45 Ostracism in Micro Cultures: Evidence From Farming and Herding
Uskul, A.
4:45 – 5:00 Comfort break

5:00 – 6:00 Keynote Speaker
Beyond Pleasure and Pain: Value From Engagement
Tory Higgins, Columbia University

7: 00 Dinner
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