[image: image1.png]


                           [image: image2.emf]

                             [image: image3.png]INSTITUTE OF
CHEMICAL TECHNOLOGY
PRAGUE





Report: 8th International Conference on Polysaccharides-Glycoscience 2012
Fort the eighth consecutive year, the 8th International Conference on Polysaccharides-Glycoscience (8th ICPG) , whose organizers are the Czech Chemical Society and the Institute of Carbohydrates and Cereals at ICT Prague, took place from the 28th to 30th November, 2012 in Prague. The conference was officially opened by Ing. Gomba.
The traditional conference venue, Novotná lávka, saw 69 participants converging here from all over Europe. Presenting authors of papers and posters came from Belgium, The Czech Republic, Estonia, Ireland, the Netherlands, Germany, Norway, Poland, Russia (from as far-off as Murmansk), Slovakia and Slovenia. In addition to 16 oral presentations, 32 posters were exhibited at the conference.
The 16 lectures were divided into the following sections:

1.Physical effects of polysaccharides (Chairman:-Dr. Ján Hirsch)
2.Polysaccharides in food supplements (Chairlady:-Prof. Jana Čopíková)
3.Isolation, characterization and synthesis of polysaccharides (Chairman:-Ing. Miroslav Novak)
4.New industrial applications of starch I (Chairman:-Prof. Krzystof Surówka)
5.New industrial applications of starch II (Chairman:-Prof. Tiina Alamäe)
Of notable interest was Prof. Opdenakkera’s keynote lecture delivered in the first (1.) section. Prof. Opdenakkera is from the University of Leuven in Belgium, and his lecture was devoted to an amylose derivative usable with antiviral and immunological activities. In the same section, R. Bleha from ICT Prague talked about the importance of bee pollen as a food supplement - its composition and species specificity.
Another interesting keynote lecture (3.Section) was from Prof. Rudd from the National Institute for Research and Education Bioprocess, NIBRT Dublin, who spoke about the latest N-and O-Glycoanalysis for the pharmaceutical industry. Not least important was one more interesting keynote lecture in the same section from Prof. Alamäe from Estonia concerning the determining factors in the polymerization of sugars by the protein levansucrase derived from Pseudomonas syringe pv. tomato.
A notable presentation was delivered in the fourth section by MBK Niazi, whose lecture was devoted to spray drying and the formation of thermoplastic starch. This lecture won the main prize in the young scientists’ competition. Prof. Duchek from the University of West Bohemia gave an interesting presentation on hydrophobic biodegradable plastics.
The conference came to a close with the patron of this event, Prof. Čopíková, presenting the awards for the best oral and poster presentations to the winning candidates in the Young scientists’ competition for researchers under 30 years of age. This competition was fully supported by the ESF Euroglycoforum.

The winners were:
Lectures:

M. B.K. Niazi, A. A. Broekhuis (University of Groningen, The Netherlands): Spray drying thermoplastic starch formulations: Need for processing aids and plasticizers

Posters: 
1) M.B.K Niazi, A.A. Broekhuis (University of Groningen, The Netherlands): Oxidized potato starch based thermoplastic films: Effect of combination of polar and amphiphilic plasticizers.
2) T. Taubner, A. Synytsya, J. Sobek, J. Čopíková (ICT Prague):  Amidation of oxidized cellulose and carboxymethyl cellulose.
3) N.Velkova N., A. Doliška, B.Saake, L.F Zemljič, S. Strnad (TT Okroglica dd, Volčja Draga, Slovenia): Surface properties of films of chemically modified xylan.
This scientifically focused meeting was coupled with a rich cultural program in the form of a concert by Dahlias Dvorakova (positive organ) and Lukáš Vytlacil (flute) held at the church of St. John the Baptist on the laundry on the banks of the Vltava river.

Information on the 8th ICPG and the coming 9th ICPG and photo gallery are accessible on the web site:

http://www.polysaccharides.csch.cz/Polysacharidy2012obsah.pdf
http://www.polysaccharides.csch.cz/index.html
http://sch.vscht.cz/foto-a-video/8th-icpg-in-pictures/
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