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The conference FotFS VIII: History & Philosophy of Infinity created a link between the core of the INFTY
network (mathematical logicians dealing with aspects of infinity) and the rich philosophical and
conceptual discussion about infinity that goes back to antiquity and has been active and fruitful over
the centuries. In our application, we highlighted the philosophical approach, the empirical approach, and
the historical approach. All three approaches and the connection to set theory were prominently
present at the conference FotFS VIII.

The philosophical approach was represented by speakers such as Charles Parsons (Harvard), Luca
Incurvati (Cambridge), Haim Gaifman (Columbia), and Michael Potter (Cambridge). Aspects of the
mathematical theory of set theory were linked to philosophical discussions about the foundations of
mathematics.

The empirical approach was particularly highlighted by the fact that the conference took place
right after the conference Mathematical Cultures 2 in London, an AHRC-funded activity bringing



together sociologists, cognitive scientists and experts in mathematics education to discuss the
philosophical foundations of mathematics as a human discipline. Talks by Matthew Inglis
(Loughborough), John Mason (Open University) and Dina Tirosh and Pessia Tsamir (Tel Aviv)
represented this approach at the conference and clearly linked to set theoretic issues (e.g., Inglis's
talk about reading mathematics was structured around an experiment dealing with texts on
cardinality in set theory).

The historical approach covered many different areas of the history of philosophy and
mathematics, from the Presocratics (Sieroka's talk on Anaximander) via Aristotle (Hasper, Nawar and
Rini) and the middle ages (Chopra and Uckelman) to the centuries in which modern mathematics
and set theory developed.
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In addition to the invited speakers, the conference received 48 submissions of papers to be
presented. The submissions were reviewed by the members of the Scientific Committee and 28 of
these submissions were presented at the conference. The submissions ranged from mathematical
logic via philosophy of set theory to history of infinity.

The conference was funded by the ESF Research Network INFTY, the Division for Logic, Methodology and
Philosophy of Science of the International Union for History and Philosophy of Science (DLMPS/IUHPS), and
the Analysis Trust. The funding of DLMPS/IUHPS and the Analysis Trust was used for grants for junior
researchers.

The organizers have negotiated the publication of a special issue of the prestigious journal Synthese
devoted to the papers of this conference. All speakers at the conference were invited to submit a full
journal version of their paper to Synthese and we received 18 submissions that are currently
undergoing refereeing. We expect that the editorial process will be finished by the end of 2014 and
the special issue will appear in print in 2015 or 2016, fully acknowledging the support of the ESF, the
DLMPS/IUHPS and the Analysis Trust.

We list the full schedule of the conference on the next pages. The hyperlinks in the schedule link to
the conference webpage with the abstracts of the papers. On the page after the schedule, we cite a
number of voices of participants who sent us their thanks for the conference.

Conference webpage:

http://www.math.uni-hamburg.de/home/loewe/HiPhI/


http://www.vub.ac.be/CLWF/members/jean/
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Voices of participants
Thank you so much for organizing such a fantastic conference. I head back up to Cambridge at the end of this
week to begin my Master's research and I look forward to delving further into some of the issues on infinity

discussed during the conference. It really was a great way to begin my academic career. (Marion Boulicault)

[ will keep very nice memories of the days spent at Corpus Christi College. The conference was simply great and
the environment stimulating. (Silvia De Bianchi)

Thank you for this enjoyable conference ! (Catherine Goldstein)

Thank you again for inviting me to such a great conference -- there was a very pleasant atmosphere, and I
learnt a lot. (Luca Incurvati)

Many thanks again for the invite, I really enjoyed the conference. Hope that I'll see you at future such events.
(Matthew Inglis)

Just to thank you again for helping me with last minute register! I had a wonderful time at Corpus. (Caroline
Kuhn)

Thanks again for the conference - it was quite enjoyable. (Lorenzo Lane)
Thank you for your excellent organization. (Yoshihiro Maruyama)
Very enjoyable conference, thanks for everything you put into organizing it. (Christopher Menzel)

Thank you for organizing this exhilarating meeting, the sweetest on infinity. (Frangoise Monnoyeur-
Broitman)

It was a nice and fruitful meeting. (Roman Murawski)
Thank you once more for a very fruitful event. It was a real pleasure to meet you. (Dina Tirosh)

Thank you for organizing an incredibly interesting, successful, and fun conference this weekend. And thank you
for having me speak. I had a wonderful time. (John Wigglesworth)



Financial Report.

The participants were accommodated at Corpus Christi College where we also had the conference
dinner during which the research discussions of the conference were continued. We covered
accommodation and travel for the organizers and invited speakers, as well as the costs of their full
registration. All other participants had to pay for the registration (including the costs for coffee
breaks and the conference dinner) via Corpus.

We covered the costs for Gaifman, Goldstein, Incurvati, Inglis, Larvor, Léwe, Mason, Parsons, Potter,
Rini, Schlimm, Tapp, Tirosh, Tsamir, and Van Bendegem. Other costs included internet access for
some of the participants (who were not accommodated in college) and the costs for badges and
printing of handouts.

Total costs for accommodation: EUR 6323.42
Total costs for travel: EUR 3093.92
Total costs for catering: EUR 637.35
Total costs for other expenses: EUR 101.77

TOTAL EUR 10,156.46
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