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Scientific Report

The scientific report (WORD or PDF file – maximum of eight A4 pages) should be submitted online within one month of the event. It will be published on the ESF website.
Proposal Title: Epigenetic and genetic analysis of differently selected plant populations using a reduced representation bisulfite sequencing (RRBS) technique

Application Reference N°: 7167
1) Purpose of the visit
The purpose of the visit was to gain knowledge on this novel RRBS methodology and to become familiar with the protocol and the initial data processing steps. Furthermore, the aim was to discuss the experimental design and the next steps with the collaborating research group, especially also with the technician carrying out the practical work. 
2) Description of the work carried out during the visit
During the visit I visited the research facilities (greenhouse and lab) of the host institution and met the people involved in the collaboration. 

In a small workshop with several researchers of the host institute and visiting researchers from Belgium, my research was compared to a different project, in which the same RRBS methodology is applied to a different model organism. In this workshop, the theoretical background of the methodology was thouroughly explained. I gave a presentation on my research and the planned experimental design and obtained feedback and inputs from the people present.

 Due to the large amount of samples, we had to sort them according to treatment, in order to be able to sort out a subset later. Also I explained in more detail to the technician, what the samples contained and how I sampled my plants.
Overall, this visit provided the opportunity to kick off this collaboration and for me to gain trust not only in the method, but also in the people involved.


   
3) Description of the main results obtained

We are expecting to obtain first results begin 2016.
4) Future collaboration with host institution (if applicable)

The collaboration with the host institution will continue until next year. 
5) Projected publications / articles resulting or to result from the grant (ESF must be acknowledged in publications resulting from the grantee’s work in relation with the grant)
We are expecting to publish a paper on the results of the RRBS technique, correlated to phenotypic data found in the greenhouse experiment carried out in the home institution. I expect paper submission to be in 2017. 
6) Other comments (if any)
 
