Report for scientific visit to Nausicaa Pouscoulous and Richard Breheny, University College London, 6th of December – 11th of December

Purpose of the visit

The general aim of this project is to discuss theoretical issues around the concept of conversational implicatures, especially relevance implicatures, in order to develop experimental designs to test for children's skills with such implicatures. 

Description of the work carried out during the visit and main results obtained

At this first visit to London, I discussed the method and results of a first study on relevance implicature comprehension in 3-year-olds with Richard Breheny, Nausicaa Pouscoulous and other members of the UCL Pragmatics Group and guests (e.g. Robyn Carston and Napoleon Katsos). Based on this data, we tried to consider various theoretical implications concerning implicatures. The main focus of our discussions was the nature of the inferences that are required in this study. Richard Breheny strongly suggested that children potentially could infer the speaker's intended meanings in my study in a natural-like way. During the following days of my visit I discussed methodological improvements for future studies and worked out potential designs for a new study on relevance implicature comprehension. The resulting ideas will be further developed and piloted during the next weeks in Leipzig.
Future collaboration with host institution

The plans are to start collecting new data in Leipzig and discuss the (preliminary) results during a second visit at the UCL London (planned for April).
