Report for scientific visit to Napoleon Katsos, Cambridge, 6th of December – 13th of December

Purpose of the visit

The aim of this joint project is to investigate how very young children (about 2 years of age) handle informativeness issues, and inferential demands in language comprehension more generally. In a first step, during a visit to Cambridge, we want to discuss various theoretical questions that arise when applying the current theories to younger children and possible ways to design experiments which help clarifying those questions.

Description of the work carried out
During this first visit to RCEAL we made good progress in developing our project on early inferential communication. First of all we discussed the theoretical framework, considering the different accounts existing so far and their possible distinctive predictions, including: the standard Gricean account, Relevance Theory (Sperber & Wilson 1986) Presumptive Meanings (Levinson 2000) and  an alternative account based on cooperative reasoning as envisaged by the Cooperation Model of Communication (Tomasello, 2008).
In a further step we considered different kinds of inferences, their predicted conclusions and ways to discriminate among the different accounts in an empirical way. 
We then worked intensely on possible designs to test how young children deal with situations of underinformativeness and whether and what kind of inferences they retrieve (target age 2 – 3 years). 
We have now developed two alternative procedures which we will put into praxis and pilot with adults and children. 
Future collaboration with host institution
During our next meeting (Visit of Napoleon Katsos to Leipzig) we will discuss the results of these pilots and the advantages and disadvantages of the two procedures in order to decide which of the procedures to pursue further.
