Scientific Report for Short Visit Grant – Peter Bloxsom, Cardiff University
Date of visit: 
9th July 2010 to 29th July 2010

Purpose of visit: 
Attend the 7th Annual Urbino Summer School in Palaeoclimatology.

Work carried out during visit:
The 3 weeks of the summer school involved attending lectures, workshops and practical classes on different aspects of palaeoclimatology. Leading scientists in each field taught the classes, and students had the opportunity to present posters to staff and students of the summer school. 

The classes served several purposes:
· The goal of the initial week was to introduce the basic principles of individual areas within palaeoclimatology to a broader audience, ensuring a level playing field. Lectures on stratigraphy, general earth system mechanics and the carbon cycle were complemented by data processing practicals based on data collected during a field trip.
· The second week involved studying geochemical techniques in more detail, with the majority of the time spent discussing oceanic proxies. Group work was started, with groups of students investigating a time period of their choice, and with the intention of presenting their findings back to the participants at a later date.
· The uses and limitations of climate models were the topic for the third week. Quaternary climates and future climate change finished the taught sessions, and the group projects were presented. 
· Parallel sessions running between the second and third weeks were a chance for staff to talk to smaller groups about subjects in greater detail. 

· Cioppino 2010 provided an opportunity for the teaching staff and invited speakers to talk about their current research, as the normal lectures.

Description of the main results obtained:

As a result of the USSP, I have learned about a wide variety of subjects that are not the object of my direct study. This is one of the major goals of the summer school; to ensure that future palaeoclimatologists are able to use interdisciplinary methods as a key part of their research. The links between ‘data’ people and ‘model’ people can be seen as an early example of this, whereas the increasing prevalence of organic geochemical proxies such as Uk37 being used alongside stable isotopes for ocean reconstruction is a more recent example. 
The poster sessions and the social side of the summer school also provided an opportunity to make contacts among both the student and staff groups, and these will prove an important part of all our future careers. I also received constructive feedback on my project’s initial results, which has helped in planning my second year. 
