ESF - Short Visit Grant “Pinces, princess and their lodgings”- 
Francesco Pasquale: Final Report.
The conference Princes, Princesses and their Lodgings A comparison of men and women lodgings
among the elite of European aristocracy (1450 – 1650), hosted by the Institut National d’Histoire de l’Art in Paris on 27-30 June 2011 on the initiative of the Centre André Chastel (with financial support from the European Science Foundation) has been  the most recent of a number of events organized by the research networking programme “Palatium”
This group of scholars is interested in global perspectives to court culture and in court residences as places of exchange in Late Medieval and Early Modern Europe (1400-1700).

The conference itself was divided into chronological sections. The more general foci of the theme chosen for this conference were outlined in Professor Monique Chatenet and Krista de Jonge’s introduction: societies in Europe before the eighteenth century were characterised by the existence of very narrow elites that lived in particular environments, and in special material, physical and cultural conditions. Comparing lodgings was the mean to understand the ways of life of male and female protagonists of the European Courts at the outset of Modern Times.
The thirty-five case studies revealed how European identity has always been a matter of representation, and how royal palaces as physical and symbolical centres were organised in gender specific quarters: lodgings were assigned to the king, the queen, the prince and the reminder of their male an female offspring. 

The comparison of men and women lodgings among the elite of European aristocracy  provided me a rich supplement to traditional accounts of the artistic heritage of the Late Medieval and Early Modern Italian architecture, which has traditionally focused on the Florentine, Venetian, and Roman traditions.

In summary, besides many noteworthy differences between the European courts under discussion, some patterns emerged to be of special importance and worth exploring further in the future when approaching court residences from a European perspective: first, in any of the countries discussed, only persons of a certain rank could finally reach the royal apartments, passing through a series of antechambers. While the exterior of the palaces, in fact, demonstrated the dynasty’s attempt at magnificence to anybody, the interior with each threshold demanded an extra step in the courtly hierarchy. Second, competition between monarchies took many forms and such rivalries contributed to numerous exchanges and mutual influences in the ways in which monarchs lived and organised the human entourage known as their ‘court’. Third - as was shown in many papers delivered during the four days - building upon descriptions in biographies and contemporary chronicles, it is possible to say that many of the changes in the arrangement of space must have determined by the ceremonies that were performed both on special occasions and in everyday life.

Still, the conference has also shown that the comparative global approach is most fruitful when the thematic specialisation is met by chronological limits. 

On the first day of the conference in the “Forum des doctorants” I presented the results of my research so far on the Neapolitan royal castle during the first half of fourteenth century in a talk entitled “Between royal palace and convent: Robert of Anjou and Sancha of Majorca at Castel Nuovo”. There is little documentary evidence defining the contents of the use of these Neapolitan royal lodgings, except for the royal chapel. However from the study of a variety of sources and of the remnants that survive of these Castel Nuovo it is possible to suggest a development in the function and in the distribution of the spaces that were used by the Angevin royal couple in Naples.  Professor Mary Whiteley’s talk on  the lodgings of the princes and princesses in France during the fourteenth century has been, among other, very useful to reason in terms of rooms superimposed and contained in a wing of princes and princesses’ chateaux or hotels.
I got some good feedback for my talk, which is very encouraging and affirmative of my previous work. Some scholars discussed my findings and suggested how these could be further developed.
I am planning a short review of the conference to submit to the main Italian magazine in the field of Architectural History.
I would be happy also to take part to the Vienna conference Between Cosmopolitism and Regionalism in next December 2011 devoted to the Habsburgs and their Courts in Europe ( 1400-1700) in order to further deepen my knowledge of the interaction between palace architecture and the ceremonial.
I would like to thank the European Science Foundation for the support which allowed my attendance at this conference. My presence at the conference enabled me to network with renowned architectural historians in this stage of my career. It was therefore an important opportunity for my future working life in research.

