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1. The purpose of the “short visit” was to:

(i) Discuss past results (on the DC electric field at the earth’s surface, on Schumann resonances and on sprites), present analyses of the data, and future plans,

(ii) Prepare an overview paper to be submitted to the journal Surveys in Geophysics, and
(iii) Put these results into the context of the global atmospheric electric circuit.

2. The work carried out included:

(i) Giving a seminar entitled “D.C. and A.C. global atmospheric electric circuit phenomena” at both the GGI (at 10.30 on 19 January) and to the Space Research Group at the Eotvos University in Budapest (at 14.00 on 16 January),
(ii) Drafting a comprehensive overview paper on the studies on thunderstorm related research, carried out by the group at Sopron, 
(iii) Discussing future research objectives, and

(iv) Visiting the Nagycenk Observatory, a few km outside Sopron (on the afternoon of 22 January).
3. The main results obtained were the:

(i) Preparation of about 80% of an overview paper, presently comprising 23 pages, the first three pages of which are attached to this report in order to give a flavour of the studies conducted so far,

(ii) Better understanding of the results obtained there, over the last 50 years since the International Geophysical Year of 1957-1958,

(iii) Improved focus on the possibilities for future research on thunderstorm related science there.

4. Future collaboration is anticipated to include:

(i) Completion of the paper, within the next two months,

(ii) Further discussions on topics of mutual interest at the EGU General Assembly to be held in Vienna from 22 to 27 April 2012.
5. A paper entitled “An overview of thunderstorm related research on the atmospheric electric field, Schumann resonances, sprites and the ionosphere at Sopron, Hungary” will soon be completed and submitted for publication to the journal Surveys in Geophysics.
6. Other comments. 

(i) The spirit of collaboration between members of the group and me was a great experience, on both sides.

(ii) I travelled from my home in Cambridge to London Luton airport, and then took Wizz Air to Budapest on 15 January. I was kindly met at the airport by Dr Janos Lichtenberger of Eotvos University, and driven to a convenient hotel where I spent two nights. On 16 January I had excellent discussions on his group’s research there. On the morning of 17 January Dr Lichtenberger drove me to Sopron, as he had some computer problems to attend to in relation to his whistler radio receiver which is set up at the Nagycenk Observatory. 
(iii) Dr Gabriella Satori and Dr Jozsef Bor met me in Sopron; throughout my visit, they looked after me perfectly,and thoughtfully, ensuring that was well fed and watered at all times.
(iv) They took me to the Esterhazy Place (where Josef Haydn composed 150 works), some 20 km from Sopron, on the morning of 22 January.

(v) They organised a most enjoyable dinner for me and six members of the research group on the evening of 25 January.
(vi) I stayed in the Hotel Wollner in the old central, pedestrians only, part of Sopron; there I was cared for very well.

(vii) I took the train from Sopron to Budapest (an extremely cheap fare as people over 65 years travel free) on the evening of 27 January, and was met at the station by Dr Daniel Hamar, a colleague of Dr Lichtenberger, who took me to the hotel.

(viii) I took a taxi to the airport next morning, and flew by Wizz Air back to Luton, a most convenient (and inexpensive) service.

(ix) I count the entire experience as being of considerable benefit both to the group and to me, and I am most grateful to the ESF for making it possible by granting me the necessary funds.
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