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If Parisian mansions were not part of the Court itself, they nonetheless are important reflections of palace life.  We know much more about aristocratic life during the 17th century through these mansions than through Royal palaces (the first topographical inventory of which was drawn up at Versailles in 1710), thanks to inventories drawn after the death of inhabitants. Drawn up by solicitors with great precision, these documents are very useful not only for discovering the furniture of a particular house but also in reconstituting demolished ones, specifying their plans. 

The goal of our work, presented at Paris Sorbonne November 2007, was to compare the plans of hôtels particuliers and descriptions given by 17th century inventories, in order to learn more about what it was like to live in these mansions at a time of several major transformations of domestic architecture and furniture.
Inventories helped to recreate the interior layout of a selection of 20 houses described in 55 documents drawn up between 1610 and 1716. Our purpose was to propose a new understanding of the use of each room, thanks to the furniture found in it. We drafted new plans, each depicting the house at the date of the inventory, and double labelled them with the name given by the solicitor and the title deduced from the furnishing. For example, the word chambre stood for pièce (room) but did not always refer to a place where one can sleep; many chambres did not even have a bed. Furthermore, several kinds of beds are quite impossible to sleep in. Chamber is, in this case, more of a salon, a place for reception. Analyzing furniture plays an important role in understanding how people inhabited these architectural works of art, les hôtels particuliers.
After introducing our particular documents (reasons, context of redaction...), we will explain how we used, these inventories to produce new floor plans for the interiors of these mansions. We will draw specific attention to the details given by inventories that transformed our understanding of spaces, for example, comparing the number of curtains listed and the number of windows of a room, or the height of wall hangings and walls, carpets and floor sizes, etc.  We also will discuss the 3-d recreations we have made of several great chambers, which were results of the simultaneous study of inventories and building dimensions. The goal was to recreate the dimensions of a bedroom (known by plans or still existing) and connect this with its bed whose size is given by an inventory item.
With this presentation, we have tried to give some answers – or elements of answers – to several points risen by the previous lectures. Especialy about two points: the importance of knowing the justification of the inventories for a good understanding of them, and the specificity of French language and the vocabulary issues. In the specific case of Paris inventories, we’ve insisted on the trustworthyness of these documents, but also on the necessity of considering them among other sources – because, by nature, they may be partial, uncomplete, brief... especially when it comes to spatial restitutions.
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