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Scientific report: Summary of short visit 
Dr. Noga Balaban 
This report sums up the academic work carried out during my visit with Dr. Yoad Winter, The Utrecht Institute of Linguistics, Utrecht University, Netherlands, 10th-15th June, 2012.
This visit was conducted as part of the EURO-XPRAG network activities. The EURO-XPRAG network approved our research project "Learning about contrastive conjunctives from individuals with brain damage" in February 2012. 
The funding we were awarded is to be used for three short visits between the researchers in Israel (Prof. Friedmann and myself) and Dr. Winter in Utrechet. 
This report sums the first of the three planned visits.   
1. Purpose of the visit:

· To discuss and arrange the details of the screening procedure of the participants. We intend to test patients who suffered damage to the right brain hemisphere. We needed to discuss which specific tasks will be used for evaluating their general cognitive, memory and linguistic abilities. 

· To discuss and compose the tasks and specific items we will present in the main experiment. We intend to distinguish between specific semantic, syntactic and pragmatic abilities. Our aim was to finalize version for each of the tasks we will use.  

2. Description of the work carried out during the visit

The meetings and discussions concentrated on three main issues: 

· One was fine-tuning of the research question and design. We focused on the theoretical relations between Theory of Mind impairment and discourse abilities. According to these discussions we formulated the screening method. We also discussed the characterization of the matching control group. The screening will include executive functioning data, short term memory scores and a score of Theory of Mind abilities. These discussions were carried out in collaboration with other researchers that are affiliated with Dr. Winter's research group in Utrecht University.
· The second issue we focused on was the various tasks that need to be carried out in the main experiment. We considered the need to present a full understanding of the patients' abilities and disabilities in the linguistic aspect we intend to study. These discussions were held with Dr. Winter only because of the need to create the test materials in Hebrew.  
· The third Issue we discussed thoroughly was the possibility of other linguistic abilities that might be impaired due to impairment of Theory of Mind. We considered what can be learnt from these patients' pattern of results, concerning the division between linguistic and other cognitive abilities. 
3. Description of the main results obtained 
A detailed plan of the two phases of the research was made:
· First, the screening procedure of the patients. This stage will include executive functioning, short term memory and Theory of Mind tasks. In addition, a matched control group will be recruited and tested accordingly.

· The second phase, the main experiment, will include other tasks. These tasks will test syntactic, semantic and pragmatic comprehension and use. The use of these different tasks will ensure a comprehensive picture regarding these patients' ability to comprehend and use the various conjunction structures we aim to study.  
In addition, we composed a draft for a possible proposal to continue in this line of research. Its aim will be to collect collaborating data in order to widen our understanding of the data. 
4. Future collaboration with host institution
This visit was conducted as part of the EURO-XPRAG network activities. According to the project plan funded by this network, we intended to carry out two more short visits during the next year. 

The dates and aims of the next visit will be considered in light of the first results we plan to collect during the next few months. 

