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1. Purpose of the visit

The purpose of the visit was to participate in the NII Shonan Meeting on Whole-Session Evaluation of Interactive Information Retrieval Systems held from October 8th to October 12th in the Shonan Village Center in Japan, near Tokyo. The event was organized by an international team: 

· Nicholas Belkin, Rutgers University, USA

· Susan Dumais, Microsoft Research, USA

· Noriko Kando, National Institute of Informatics, Japan

· Mark Sanderson, RMIT University, Australia
Local organization was by Noriko Kando, National Institute of Informatics, Japan.
http://www.nii.ac.jp/shonan/blog/2012/03/05/whole-session-evaluation-of-interactive-information-retrieval-systems/

2. Description of the work carried out during the visit

The meeting schedule was as follows, some 25 participants internationally:

· Monday, Oct 8: Opening reception

· Tuesday, Oct 9: Meeting begins, overview talks, working groups

· Wednesday, Oct 10: Half-day working groups, social event afternoon and evening

· Thursday, Oct 11: plenary session, new working groups begin

· Friday, Oct 12: summing up, departure after lunch
The working groups were about detecting session types, statistical modeling of whole sessions, needs for whole session evaluation, ideal session evaluation, task characterization, and sharing of methods and materials.
3. Description of the main results obtained

The meeting drafted a White Paper on whole session evaluation for publication. Its drafted contents are as follows:
1    Need for whole-session evaluation

For the value of grounding our ideas about whole session evaluation, we consider three different user scenarios (which are not exhaustive of the range of potential task types):

1. Funny cat videos – Entertainment 

2. Diabetes – Research

3. Shonan trip – Planning

2 Frameworks for whole-session evaluation

1. Observational studies.

2. Controlled user studies

3. Simulation

4. Living labs

3 Problems facing whole session evaluation

4 Potential approaches to each problem

5 Proposed research directions

This White Paper is edited by the organizers (Belkin, Dumais, Kando, Sanderson) with all participants listed as contributors. 

The Meeting also produced a list of recommended readings on whole session evaluation.
4. Future collaboration with host institution

The researchers (from all over the world) will collaborate in varying constellations after the meeting. This may involve the host institution, NII, and its researchers, or other participants in the meeting. 
5. Projected publications / articles resulting or to result from the grant

The meeting organizers will produce a White Paper on Whole Session Evaluation shortly. This will be submitted to the ACM SIGIR Forum (http://www.sigir.org/forum/index.html) for publication. All participants are listed as contributors. The applicant has no plans for articles directly based on the Meeting. As a researcher in the domain of the meeting, there probably will be several articles later on by the applicant indirectly benefitting from the meeting.
6. Other comments

None.
