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Description of the research project

Following recent eye-tracking research on perspective-taking and false-belief reasoning in
adults (Keysar, Lin & Barr, 2003; Ferguson, Scheepers & Sanford, 2010; Rubio-Fernandez &
Glucksberg, under review), we propose to investigate the processes and representations that
underlie eye-movements in Theory of Mind tasks. Focusing on those patterns of eye-
movements that have been interpreted as evidence of an ‘egocentric bias’ in adult false-
belief reasoning, our primary aim is to test hypotheses about which representations control
eye-movements during comprehension of narratives involving false beliefs. Our
collaborative research should thereby contribute to controversies concerning the nature and
development of Theory of Mind cognition.

Aims and outcome of the meeting

In the last meeting of our project, we had planned to pilot the study that we had designed
in our previous meeting in August. For this purpose, I needed to get some training with the
Eyelink Experimenter Builder that they use at Daniel Richardson’s lab, as I only had
experience with E-Prime but Daniel Richardson didn’t have a license for that programme.
We successfully set up the task and ran a small pilot with a few UCL undergrads, although
we realized that we needed to make some adjustments before we can run the final version
in the second term. Since I will be teaching weekly at UCL between January and March, the
plan is that I will visit Daniel Richardson’s lab in that time to run the actual experiment.
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